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Rugby Union Five Nations Championship: Scotland 20 England 34 


England switch on the power 


■,r- . ; v\ 


Helping band: Greenwood congratulates Healey 


Robert Armstrong 
at Murrayfteld 

E NGLAND moved a step 
closer to the Five Nations 
consolation prize of a triple 
crown with a highly erratic perfor¬ 
mance that nevertheless produced 
four excellent tries and several 
exciting individual cameos in their 
Calcutta Cup clash at Murrayfield 
last Sunday. 

Their fly-half Paul Grayson estab¬ 
lished a new scoring record for an 
Englishman playing in Edinburgh: 
bis 19 points came from a brilliant 
solo try, four conversions, a drop 
goal and a penalty. 

It took England a good hour to 
9end the under-powered Scots into 
full retreat but the firepower their 
backs eventually unleashed was 
worth waiting for. Three splendidly 
worked tries in a sparkling 13-minute 
period by man of the match Matt 
Dawson, Austin Healey and Grayson 
left Scotland’s previously dogged 
defence in disarray. 

Scotland did manage to save their 
blushes with a couple of counter¬ 
attacking tries by their wings near 
the end. However, Gary Arm¬ 
strong's players are bound to reflect 
on a disappointing series of near- 
misses in the first half, when their 
enterprising backs might well have 
breached the England line on a 
couple of occasions. The interval 
score was 6-6. 

Scotland were left to regret their 
failure to turn early pressure into 
points largely because of a persis- 

. . __ tent lack of precision inside the 

photck davtd cannon 1 England 22. "When the Scots were 


Cryptic crossword by Araucaria 



5 Rowers from the war? (6) 

6 To be a practical joker at the 
highest level? (3,4) 

9 Sort of grass-root vegetable, 
partial to remote control (5.6) 

15 Letter by male compiler to 
painter — they won’t last (8) 

16 Seeds are naturally onefe very 
personal property (4-4) 

17 Pestilential old country? (7) 

18 Girl like you and me with hoofs 
off the ground (7) 

20 Dance performed when a 
television's turned up (6) 

21 Unglamorous compiler among 
the salnta? (6) 


awarded a penalty in front of the 
posts Craig Chalmers steered his 
kick front the edge of the box wide 
of the left upright. Then, awarded a 
scrum in a good attacking position, 
Scotland ought to have scored but 
tackles by Dawson on Armstrong 
and Matt Perry on Derrick Lee 
dented the Scots within a few me¬ 
tres of the line. 

Meanwhile Grayson had opened 
England’s account with a confident 
35-metre penalty goal after Rob 
Wainwright was penalised for failing 
to release. A late tackle by Martin 
Johnson yielded a penalty that 
Chalmers guided home carefully 
from 30 metres. However. England 
then capitalised on a lapse of con¬ 
centration in the Scottish defence, 
setting up a ruck in front of the 
post8 from which Grayson dropped 
a crisp goal. 

In the 10 minutes before half-time 
Scotland again put England under 
heavy pressure with dangerous 
breaks by Armstrong, who was well 
supported by his centres Alan Tait 
and Gregor Townsend. Once again 
Scotland were frustrated by Eng¬ 
land’s cover defence with Healey 
and Will Greenwood putting in 
important tackles inside their 22. 

After the break England laid 
siege to the Scottish line with a 
series of scrums that were only just 
held. In the 49th minute, though, 
England turned the screw tighter 
with an attacking scrum in the left 
corner that the Scottish pack delib¬ 
erately collapsed. The referee Clay¬ 
ton Thomas promptly awarded a 
penalty try. 

Just before the hour Scotland 

Ireland 21 Wales 30 
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Jenkins points way to victory 


Across 

7 Expert on glass is bottled (7) 

8 Beautiful Bobby's justifiable 
arrest (4,3) 

10 One of a shower with remote 
control (0) 

1 1 Love would harass the devil 
(3,5) 

12 Delighted with young American 
detective (4) 

13 Used? I’ll be round In a minute 
(6.4) 

14 Former partner to delay ad-lib 

(11) 

19 The snag with some garlic Is the 
knot (5,5) 


flanker to dive over on an un¬ 
guarded blind side. 

Jenkins scored the first ofhb 
six successful kicks, but after 
the Wales full-back Kevin MortfJ 
had been body-checked by nj™ 
and given treatment the WeW 1 

had barely regrouped when 

Costello picked up from a w®" 
to crash over for a second fry- 
A12-3 lead looked uhbk»* 
able but Ireland support*** ** 
been down this road before. 
Almost from the restart CtaW 
Clarke, the Irish full-back, 
one of his many errors **** 
misjudged Jentdns’s gprry^ 
in his 22.ThebaUbruah^ f 
Clarke and rebounded toaj" 
Bateidan, who ran in bene** 
way of his to collect the man-of- the posts. 1 1 ' ' . iPt y 
the-match award In Dublin, his Five minutes a ^ er . the w „y ] 

last-minute try having capped tile game turned with a/" 

Wales's unexpected victory. try of beautiful simplicity. 

At the interval it was difficult won the ball from a Uoo- 
not to see Ireland registering a area in which they bad cmj^- i 

fifth successive win over their during the first half. 
opponents. Inspired by a rous- Howley, JenJdnh, LelP, ■ 

Ing chorus or two of their new Bateman and Appley^^ ^ , 

anthem, Ireland's Call, and with combined'in a fluent ™ . - j- 
their No 8 Victor Costello in give Morgan the chan ^ 

rampaging form, Ireland looked in at the corner, j 

as if they might submerge Wales From then on JenW ^gj.. 

beneath a green tide. Eric Ehvood exebang ; 

ties before Jenkins s seaw® ; 

victory Wth airy aftertt®^ 
replacement StuartP*®.. . 
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22 Was romancing In song (4) 

23 A young female, thatb me: I 
might be too young for It (3,5) 

24 The doctor’s not happy life a 
secret service (6) 

25 Representation Is about right for 
height (7) 

26 Extinguish overeating? (4-3) 

Down 

1 Neat servant (7) 

2 Book-end, maybe, In Yorkshire: 
10 In France (8) 

3 Painter a point short of entry (0) 

4 One who Indulged little fishes 
when about finished (8) 


Last week's solution 
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Ian Matin at Lansdowno Road 

N EIL JENKINS passed one 
milestone when he became 
Wales's leading scorer three sea¬ 
sons ago. Another record was 
left behind last Saturday here 
when the fty-half went one better 
than JPR Williams’s 55 caps, 
and his personal tally of 20 
points means that Paul Thor- 
burn's points haul for Walea of 
304 may be doubled by the time 
the side have played France at 
Wembley on April 5. 

Jenkins’s 594 points are phe¬ 
nomenal, yet he will never be 
spoken of In awe-inspired tones 
like JPR. He stepped forward In 
that familiar hunched modest 
way of his to collect tire man-of- 
the-match award in Dublin, his 
last-minute try having capped 
Wales's unexpected victory. 

At the interval it was difficult 
not to see Ireland registering a 
fifth successive win over their 
opponents. Inspired by a rous¬ 
ing chorus or two of their new 
anthem, Ireland's Call, and with 
their No 8 Victor Costello in 
rampaging form, Ireland looked 
as If they might submerge Walea 
beneath a green tide. 

The Ne|w Zealander Andy 
Ward scored his first try for 
' Ireland. Paddy Johns took a 
line-out, the pack drove and 
Conor McGuhmess jpve Ward 
a clever reverse pass for the 
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carved out a splendid opportunity!) 
reduce the 13-6 deficit when 
England were driven deep into their 
22 but the ebullient flanker Adam 
Roxburgh knocked on and the , 
chance was lost. 

England responded with themott 
clinical score of the afternoon from 
a slick move that involved Dean 
Ryan. Grayson and Greenwood ! 
The honours went to Dawson, who 
provided n vital linking pass and a! 
second later was on hand to Ihuiukr i 
over between the posts. 

With 13 minutes left England! 
made victory certain with a try that 
originated from an uncharaclersllr 
error by Tait. The alert Jeremy Gus- 
cott hacked the ball on towards the j 
right corner and Healey complet'd 1 
a clever soccer-style dribble with j 
pick-up that carried him bctwwn 
iwo defenders for a try. 

Six minutes from the eod I 
Grayson produced England's pBti \ 
de resistance, a superb solo break; 
that carried him past four defender 
for a touchdown to the right of the 
posts. 

England relaxed a little and Scot¬ 
land were allowed to give the scoic- 
line a respectable gloss with two. 
b-ics in the closing stages from 
Tony Stanger and Shaun Longsull 
Roxburgh carved out both opportu 
nitics with his aggressive ability to 
| shake off midfield tackl«. 
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Clinton v 


| David Beresford In Cape Town 

P RESIDENT Bill UinlMi lust 
week committed the United 
Stales to a partnership with 
; South Africa in pursuit of the dream 
hi in African renaissance. 

lie told a joint silling «f parlia¬ 
ment in Cape Town that the US 
noderl, and was determined to 
build, a strong South Africa, 
file first US head of stale to visit 
m • Africa, Mr Clinton was given an ec- 
r italic reception by parliamentarians 
I ; he entered what he called "this 
I j ball of freedom" hand-in-hand with 
I Ni-lson Mandela. 

Hillary Clinton, silling in the pub¬ 
lic gallery with President Mandela's 
unofficial "first lady". Graca 
Machel. Watched ns her husband 
ti'ld parliament: “In uvmouiiiig 
your past you offer a powerful ex¬ 
ample to people who are turn by 
ihrir own divisions in all tracts of 
■ this earth." 

j He added: "The courage and 
• imagination that created the United 
I States and the principles that are en- 
; :l,nned in our constitution inspired 
i and women without a voice 
. -uqss the world to believe that one 
; day they. too. could have a govern- 
• ment of the people by the people 
and for the people. 

"Now the courage and Imagina- 
! ft® 1 created the new South 
i an( l ihe principles that guide 
Wur constitution inspire all of us to 
j t animated by the belief that one 
i % humanity all the world over can 
?i released from the bonds of 
I naLred and bigotry." 
j TTte US provided aid and assis- 
i ~ nce 10 South Africa in the first lour 
I Si*.?! its "Iteration". Mr Clinton 
! tJJ- Now, as the new South Africa 
we seek a genuine pnrt- 
based on mutual respect 
^d mutual reward." 

ant * S° ut h Africa needed 
tf-ni ' i. , i° set ^ er 10 meel Persi9- 

nl W*wtt and fulfil the remark- 



Nelson Mandela last week showed President Clinton die tiny prison cell on Robbeii Island in which he 
was held for 18 years. Mr Clinton 9aid: ‘My first thought was to thank God this person who occupied the 
cell was able to live all those years in that way without haring his heart turned to atone and without 
giving up on his dream for South Africa* photograph rick wilwng 


able promise of the African conti¬ 
nent", he said. Africa remained the 
world’s greatest development chal¬ 
lenge, plagued as it was by poverty, 
malnutrition, disease, illiteracy and 
unemployment. Terrible conflicts 
continued to tear the continent. 

"But . . . democracy is gaining 
strength, business is growing, 
peace is making progress. We are 
seeing what Deputy President 
IThaboJ Mbeki has. called an 
African renaissance," 


Earlier Mr Clinton unexpectedly 
joined his wife on a visit to a model 
housing scheme on the impover¬ 
ished Cape Flats, which flank Cape 
Town. 

The Clintons went to see the par¬ 
tially US-funded, project where 
women are building their own 
homes to escape a life in squatter 
cantps. 

Mr Clinton said their self-help 
project was a shining example. 
“Wliat you are doing here . . . 


BMW to invest $1.5 billion in Rolls-Royce 


IjJ^g jMBannlster . . ~ 

| RM'V IS expected to invest 

RoliTo eth ^ I$1 * 5bmionin 
KJ 0 "* Motor Caro, the 

to agreed 

^fromVickers for $550 

laXj 5erm wy , » second 

hasaiready 

Rover r £ 3,2 bllUon to ^ 
WBrit?a l ?i Which ,tbou fiht 
Somonf!». Aer08pace to 1994 - 
lr£? new Rolls-Royce 

^Canor« 8ybcUMdtode - 
gap berS? ^5 model to .flll the 
BMW’s top-of-the- ’ 

®^entto? nd i he more luxuri- 
R^GGernum 1 Rdto ' Ito * ,ce «*»■ 


of model 


to mean the 
lorn produc¬ 


tion techniques, Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars have always been : 
hand-built 

BMW fought off bids by Getv ,, 

, man riyal Volkswagen and groups, 
of Rolls-Royce enthusiasts. 

The prospect of Rolls-Royce 
being sold to a foreign company 
failed to Ignite the patriotic, 
protest that accompanied the. 
muted sale of Land-Rover to . , 
General.Motors in the i98ua, 

Rolls-Royce, whose fortunes.., 
have fluctuated during the past 
20 years, is on the upturn. It is 
back into profit and has just 
-'launched its first new Rolls- 
Royce model for 18 years, the 
Silver Seraph, with the new 
Bentley dqe later this month. 

, Both the new models are pow¬ 
ered by BMW engines. 

; Vickers shareholders will have 
to approve the Rolls-Royce sale 
at an extraordinary general 


! meeting, which will probably .. 
take place In May. , 

David Qow adds: For a 
widow living In Bad Homburg, a 
spp town near Frankfurt, the , 
acquisition by the maker, of the ; , 
Ultimate Driving Machine of per¬ 
haps the world’s ultimate brand 
marks the apogee of a long and 
lucrative love affair with BMW. 

Joanna Quandt, aged 70, 

. known as the “nun in the gplden 
convenf* for the frugal, reclusive 
nature of her life, Is wor th at least 
$ 1.0 bjllion — (he thlrd-richest 
woman In Europe, after the , 
queens of Britain pnd Holland. 

. With her daughter Susanna |( 

. qnd son Stefan, she owns tip to 
. two-thirds of Bavarian Motor 
Works, the now unstoppable 
firm her late husband Herbert 
helped rescue from bankruptcy 
almost 40 years ago. 

It'was not the first crisis in 


should be a model for people who 
do not have very much all over 
Africa and all over the world.’’ he 
said. “All over the world people will 
see what you are doing in this 
neighbourhood and will say. *1 want 
to do that’." 

Mrs Clinton visited the housing 
project last ywi' with her daughter, 
Chelsea. 

'Plot* exposed, page 4 
Washington Post, page 13 


BMW’s history. It was founded 
to the north of Munich In 1916 
but of two failed aviation busi¬ 
nesses. After the 1919 Treaty of 
Vera allies banned Germany from 
making aircraft, it turned to 
piotorcyclea. BMW’s first car hit 
the roads only in 1932. 

■ After building tens of thou¬ 
sands of aero engines for Hitler's 
war machine and seeing its 
plants turned to rubble, BMW 
did not resume car-making until 
1952. Seven years later, unable 
to sell its limousines or motor¬ 
bikes, BMW ran out of money. 

In 1959, shareholders turned 
down plans to sell to Mercedes's 
owner, Daimler-Benz, and Mr ' 
Quandt, a main stockholder, 
stepped in and took an even 
bigger slice of equity. ; i 
; But It was an 1 outsider, 
Eberhard von Kuenheim, who 
between 1970 and 1903 built 
BMW Into the ultimate financial 
machine and one of Germaqy*s 
top 15 industrial firms. 


.OMAT1C pressure mi i^riid 


process m<uinled fliis week as lilt* 
l' nil or I Stales envoy. Dennis Ross, 
fueled frustrating talks with Israeli 
and Palestinian of Mentis. 

Mr Russ, dispatched by President 
Clinton in try to revive talks stalled 
lor inon- than a year, relumed to , 
Washington on Tuc-alay in repm i 
•ni his lour days ol 'dmlile dipln ( 
niacy. Hi* gave no word >.n lii> . 
progress before lit flew back 0* the [ 
I'S. hut there were warnings nlmiii . 
die deadlock that has brought the \ 
peace process t*» a virtual HlaiuUlill I 

During :i visit in the 

United Nations secretary-griiersd. 
Kofi Annan, said ihul the Middle 
East peace lalks were "in distress". 
In Washington, the US stale depart¬ 
ment spokesman James Rubin said 
the peace process was "in dire 
straits”. 

in Egypt, where lie briefed Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak at the resort of 
Sharni el Sheikh. Mr Ross said, 
’The stalemate begins to diminish 
hopes." He repeated previous hints 
that the US might withdraw from 
mediation: "At some point, we have 
to bring this effort to a conclusion." 

Tlie warnings were aimed chiefly 
at Israel, which has balked at terms 
of an unpublished US plan for an 
Israeli handover of more of the 
West Bank to Palestinians, a hand¬ 
over set by two previous peace 
agreements. 

Meanwhile die Israeli government 
was reported to be establishing new 
Jewish settlements on the West Bank 
even as Mr. Ross began talks to pro¬ 
mote Washington's latest peace ini¬ 
tiative. — The Washington Post 


Comment, page 12 


Students lead 
Suharto revolt 

Yeltsin throws 
down gauntlet 

Ghost army 
stalks Chiapas 

Blair seduces 
French assembly 

Too obsessed 
by America? 
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Paperbacks 


Desmond Christy. 


The Ordinary Seaman, 
by Franolaeo Goldman 
(Faber, £7.89) 

a SHIP of fools? So the Urus, a 
AA wreck moored on a desolate 
Brooklyn pier and manned by 
sailors who are barely fed, might 
seem to a New Yorker. But Esteban, 
the ‘ordinary” seaman who at 19 is a 
veteran of the war In Nicaragua, and 
his crew mates all have their dreams 
of where this wreck and their lives 
might sail to. Can a Sandinieta in ios 
Estados Unidos — bloody pay¬ 
masters of the Contras — lead his 
battalion of exploited seafarers to 
the riches of the New World? Joseph 
Conrad and William Golding had to 
send their metaphors out to sea for 
us to understand other worlds; Gold¬ 
man can do it without lifting anchor. 
A wonderful novel, based, alas, on 
real events. 


The Analects of Confucius, 
translation and notes by 
Simon Leya (Norton, £0.96) 


C onfucius rules, ok? w e are 
often told — although lately 
with less conviction — that the 
Tiger economies of East Asia have 
succeeded because of their devotion 
to Confiician ideas. The Confucius 
moat of us know, indeed, is the Con¬ 
fucius who is always telling us that 
we must honour our parents, elders 
and superiors. It Is Simon Leya's in¬ 
tention to help us realise the extent 
to which Conforius has been manip¬ 
ulated over the past 2,500 years into 
“State Confucianism", an account of 
the Analects that exaggerates the 
subject's duties to the ruler and un¬ 
derplays the ruler’s duties to the 
subject. Analect 14.22 reads; "Zilu 
asked how to serve a prince. The 
Master said; Tell him the truth 
even if it offends him."’ The best 
Confucians, I fear, are all in Chinese 
prisons. 


The Babel Guide to Jewish 
Fiction, by Ray Keenoy 
and Saskla Brown 
(Bouleva rdf Babel, £9.95) 


r HIS addition to an excellent 
series lias been published to co¬ 
incide with the 50th anniversary of 
Israel. The subject matter is far too 
large for a little book like this, but 
who among us has read even 50 per 
cent of what is reviewed here? It 
comes with an enjoyable glossary of 
Hebrew and Yiddish terms used in 
the book. Perhaps in future we can 
have separate guides to Israeli 
fiction, Yiddish fiction, American- 
Jewish fiction and so on. Inciden¬ 
tally, if you could only write about 
70 or so Jewish writers of fiction, 
would you put George Steiner in 
your list, as this Babel guide does? 
But what, as George might say, does 
a Luftmensch (“a man with no clear 
means of support who uses his wits 
to get by") know about these things? 



To order any of toe books 
reviewed or in print, over 
100,000 titles available: 
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Rhyme and punishment 


Poter Conrad 


A Gift Imprisoned 

The Poetic Life of Matthew Arnold 

by Ian Hamilton 

Bloomsbury 242pp £17.99 

/ AN HAMILTON’S biography of 
Matthew Arnold is a small, som¬ 
bre tragedy, an account of artis¬ 
tic suicide. In his early 30s, Arnold 
renounced poetry. Having been a 
feckless, dandified follower of 
Byron, he abruptly suppressed the 
truant imagination. He banned his 
own poem “Empedocles on Etna” 
because it lacked moral certainty, 
and spent the second half of his life 
as an Inspector of schools. 

Hamilton broods over Arnold’s 
betrayal of his youthfel ambition, 
which he sees as a chastening con¬ 
frontation with personal limits. This 
is the bitter wisdom of middle age, 
required to acknowledge that time 
is short and failure likely. But 
Arnold was also a casualty of the 
19th century's middle age, adrift — 
as he put it — between two worlds, 
one dead, the other as yet unborn. 
Romanticism promised the trans¬ 
figuration of reality, to be achieved 
by the poet who brandished On 
Shelley’s alarming phrase) a sword 
of lightning. The Victorians, having 
outlived the self-destructive zeal of 
revolution, saw that social reality 
remained intractable. Arnold reviled 
the "Iron times" and bleakly re- 


$ 






Matthew Arnold: sad but not 
Ignoble compromise 

viewed “the modern situation in its 
true blankness and barrenness and 
unpoetrylessness”. 

Novels reported on the diminu¬ 
tion of poetic hopes. The protago¬ 
nists of George Eliot are denied the 
glorious lives they dream of, while 
those of Charlotte Bronte awaken to 
a prospect “as unroinantic as Monday 
morning". This new utilitarian regime 
struck Arnold as the advance of a 


mortifying ice age. “1 am past 30 and 
three parts iced over," he wrote in 
1853. “My pen Is even Btiffer and 
more cramped than my feeling." 

The romantic poets deified their 
own art, which had the perverse 
effect of making it almost impossi¬ 
ble to practise. Carlyle called the 
poet “the highest form of the God¬ 
like in Man’s Being”. But 
Wordsworth and Coleridge were 
not consoled by the notion of poetry 
as a home-grown religious revela¬ 
tion. What did you do if you weren't 
feeling particularly godlike? The 
vocational challenge became even 
more exhausting in Arnold's gener¬ 
ation: before writing poems, you 
now had to assert (or perhaps stim¬ 
ulate) your faith in poetry, even 
though devout credulity was being 
challenged by the biology of Darwin. 

Preoccupied by such oracular 
ambitions, practitioners forgot that 
their proper business was to choose 
the right words and place them in 
the right order, as Arnold himself 
triumphantly does in one line of a 
Bonnet about the French tragedi¬ 
enne, Rachel when he lists the 
racial and cultural influences that 
mingled in her—“Germany, France, 
Christ, Moses, Athens, Rome". Six 
prosaic nouns come to sudden, star¬ 
tling life as poetry, thanks to the 
trickery of metrics. Yet his technical 
magic was disparaged by a Victo¬ 
rian sage like Macaulay, who 
claimed in an essay on Milton that 


metre and rhyme were primitive 
mnemonic aids, relics of mankind^ 
preliterate infancy. Since we had 
now learned how to write, Macaulay 
thought that we should busy our¬ 
selves In writing rational prose. 

In factitious epics like “Balder 
Dead" or fustian tragedies Ufa 
“Merope", Arnold took to faking 
conscientiously the strenuousness 
and sobriety that he thought the art 
demanded. Meanwhile his diary 
filled up with jottings about railway 
schedules and petty cash, the ne¬ 
cessary trivia of his bureaucratic 
errands. Poetry may have been a 
calling, but it was not a living. 
Arnold had to find a way to support 
his wife and their brood, hence the 
sad but not ignoble compromise 
that is Hamilton's subject 

Hamilton judges Arnold sternly, 
yet his book has a painfully sympa¬ 
thetic subtext. It is, in its taciturn 
way, an autobiography. Hamilton 
too began as a poet, and though he 
may not have imprisoned his gift, he 
confined it, during his own middle 
age, to tiie bottom drawer. The first 
of Hamilton’s subjects, Robert 
Lowell, maintained messianic 
romantic faith in poetry, though at 
the C 09 t of insanity. Since then 
Hamilton has written tartly but per¬ 
ceptively about others who came to 
humiliating terms with financial re¬ 
ality — Faulkner, Chandler, Ham¬ 
mett and Brecht, selling their glossy 
lies in the marketplace. This study 
of Arnold is one more aggrieved re 
port on tiie fate of literature in a 
society that can see no profit in it, 
and therefore condemns it to starve 


Whodunnit? Not Dorothy 


Lucretla Stewart 


Thrones, Dominations 

by Dorothy L Sayers 

& Jill Paton Walsh 

Hodder & Stoughton 312pp £14.99 

r HE manuscript of Thrones, 
Dominations — abandoned by 
Dorothy L Sayers in 1936 and re¬ 
discovered 60 years later in a safe at 
Sayers's literary agency — con¬ 
sisted of just five cliaptei-s. In this 
fragment, no one had died in suspi¬ 
cious circumstances; the death of 
George V from natural causes could 
hardly be said to pose a puzzle for 
Lord Peter Wimsey. 

It is not clear, then, from reading 
these first five chapters, whether 
the murder victim selected by the 
novel'9 second and final author, Jill 
Paton Walsh, would have been the 
one chosen by Sayers herself. But 
all the main characters are in place 


and the victim is the obvious one — 
a young and beautiful woman. 

The book opens with the newly 
married Wimsey and his bride 
Harriet Vane having dinner in Paris 
at the tail-end of a long honeymoon. 
Coincidentally, Wimsey's uncle is 
dining at the same hotel, as are Mr 
and Mrs Laurence Harwell, to 
whom the Wimseys are introduced. 

Back in London, the Wimseys 
meet the Harwells again. Mrs Har¬ 
well, a great beauty and a former 
mannequin, has an admirer, a young 
playwright called Claude Aniery. A 
portrait painter named Gaston Cliap- 
parelle is commissioned to paint 
both Mrs Harwell wtd Lady Peter. 
George V is dying, then dies. 
Sayers'B final chapter describes the 
funeral and drinks after it chez the 
Wimseys, at which the Harwells and 
Chapparelle are present 

While Thrones, Dominations is a 
perfectly agreeable read, it is diffi¬ 


cult to see the point of the book (or 
indeed of the exercise — it is the 
nature of the beast that an inferior 
writer always completes/writes a 
sequel to a better writer's work). 

In her defence, I should say that 
Paton Walsh has got the voice 
exactly right So seamless is the join 
that I had to check back to verify 
how many of the book's 21 chapters 
were Sayers's work and how many 
Paton Walsh's. However, as one 
reads on, the themes and conse¬ 
quent sub-plots that develop seem 
increasingly unlikely to be ones that 
Sayers herself would have covered. 

It’s hard lo believe that Harriel's 
possible pregnancy and attendant 
symptoms would have formed part 
of any novel written at that time. 
Equally, the gossipy familiarity with 
the royal family in which Paton 
Walsh has her characters indulge, is 
surely more characteristic of the 
1990s than the 1930s. 

I rather doubt that Sayers would 
ever have been guilty of such a 
lapse of taste. 



Dorothy Sayers: Why did st* 
abandon her last Wimsey noveJf 


A legend in his own coffee break 


Andy Beckett 


Billon 

by Andrew Martin 
Faber 249pp £9.99 


S ATIRE is a slippery business. 

For the first few paragraphs 
here, Andrew Martin has it down. In 
a London of the near future, his 
narrator, Adrian Day, gets a job at a 
newspaper called the New Globe. 
With quick little sentences, the 
novel establishes its heightened but 
recognisable world. There are lifts 
that glide. A glass hive of journal¬ 
ists. Editors with lunching feces. 
And a paper so bloated wife niche 
supplements “that it was the boast 
of the Chief Editor in. Chief that he 
never read a word of it?. 

The story that follows seems 


prescienL At the next desk from 
Day, pasty and bent-shouldered, sits 
Martyn Bilton. He too is a slave to 
the lifestyle sections, writing micro¬ 
features about “the new move to 
small cucumbers”, yet he has an¬ 
other, more unusual function* Bilton 
is the paper’s token communist. 

Day’s lunchtimeB become pub 
tutorials. And one afternoon, after 
Bilton has lectured and sunk pints 
even more furiously than usual, the 
two men find themselves bad: in 
the New Globe's vast and rapidly 
blurring lobby, opposite the visit¬ 
ing prime minister. Bilton throws a 
cup of coffee over him, and Is 
instantfy, dizzyingfy, turned into a 
Celebrity. 

This .process. -— the Bilton news 
stories, his agent, his talk 1 show 
appearances, book advances — is 


supposed to feel like the heart of the 
book. Martin tries hard to make the 
details prompt and resonate: Hil¬ 
ton's first interviewer, for example, 
yawns, Paxman-like, “like a basking 
shark”. 

But it’s all too familiar. These 
days every newspaper has an ex- 
communist on a large salary. The 
press has long been fickle and 
hungry enough to outflank straight 
mockery. The observations here 
are sharp — there is a "champagne 
balcony” for the New Globe's coat- 
cutting managers — but their 
theme varies as little as the Street 
Of Shame section in Private Eye. 

By about page 130, Martin seems 
to have run out of pkrt. Bilton has 
sold out, triumphantly: his erstwhile 
colleague chokes'back his jealousy 
like a Martin Amis loser. Then the 


book is saved by a war. ^ 
ridiculed prime minister becom* 
roaring national leader, and th^ 
abruptly, no place on 
the likes of Bilton. Th^com^ 
darkens: patriotic drunkards cro* 
Bilton from pubs, and bis con^ 
sions shrink back to aTVslot^ 
"Blown Away" (for peopk ™* 
media careers have gone down ^ ^ 
toilet”) • ."',4* 

The writing deepens, 

Bilton-flees LondomMartoJ^ 

his tight metropolitan sen^jesw 

.wider, more tangibte 
Cornwall in greyest winter^^ 
ough under lowering,' s^ky ^ 
;The jokes are ■ *£! 
, change of air, andi gusts _ ^ 

! thing more affecting blow 
! Atlantic. Bilton loses' 
with his hair. And Sutjj* L 
1 hero alike learn something 

j life can be, found fe-newT.. 

! officer 



Cricket Sixth Test: West Indies v Engla nd 

Atherton heads 
for the exit 


iSelvey In St John's 

NOUGH has happened in 
Lius series for it to be clear 
that in this game nothing is 
puin. But all the indications on 
fc-nday were that the Mike Ather- 
pra is coming to an end. 

J He took over tiie England cap- 
(Lcyfrom Graham Gooch 4^years 
(■ Now, 52 Tests on and with Eng¬ 
el battling lo avoid their third 
:Mt this week of what in reality 
L,bccn a close series, the chances 
»that the side will have a new 
iicr by the time the South 
rrans arrive for the summer. 
in to score 373 to avoid an innings 
iat, England had reached 173 for 
re at stumps on Monday after 
an Lara had declared the West 
lies innings closed after little more 
ji an hour s play at 500 for seven. 

feorts Diary Mike Kiefy 


England have done well, although 
to survive the final clay a monumen¬ 
tal effort of concentration, applica¬ 
tion and technique will be required 
from the remaining batsmen. But 
Nasser Hussain, at the crease after 
Mark Butcher had completed a pair 
by becoming Curtly Ambrose’s 30th 
wicket of the series, has been en¬ 
trenched for 3!f hours in making 54 
and Graham Thorpe, unbeaten on 
18, is no stranger to adversity. 

The situation on Monday was the 
sort where England so often call on 
Atherton, the bloody-minded, stub¬ 
born batsman whose centuries 
rarely carry them to victory but 
almost without exception make sure 
they do not lose. His unbeaten 
185 In Johannesburg over 11 hours 
remains a benchmark for defiance; 
not here, though. 

Atherton, on his 30th birthday. 



Atherton departs to Weat Indian eelebradona P „™ ; Rebecca™* 


made only 13 before he fell victim to 
Curtly Ambrose for the 15th time in 
the 41 innings that they have faced 
one another. There was a terrible 
familiarity about his demise to a ball 
slanting in, and it stems from the 
capacity of Ambrose — a facility 
given to all great fast bowlers —- to 
be able to operate on four-fifths 
throttle and then, when the moment 
suits, to bang in the afterburner. 


England have played good 
cricket throughout the series and 
this has been tiie only genuinely 
one-sided match. It has been Ather¬ 
ton's misfortune, however, not to be 
blessed with a high-class bowling 
attack — and that would pertain no 
matter who was running the side. 

West Indies 500 for 7 dec 

England 1 27 and 1 73 for 3 


‘Oh, Calcutta’ 

f HE Australian media showed 
I no mercy to their cricketers 
after India’s crushing victory by 
an innings and 219 runs in 
Calcutta in the second Test. 

“Oh, Calcutta — our worst 
defeat in 60 years,” ran the Sun- 
Herald, recalling Australia's ac¬ 
tual worst defeat, to England by 
an innings and 579 runs at The 
Oval in 1938. 

They pointed out that the 
Australians, having lost the first 
Test in Madras by 179 runs, had 
also lost the beBt-of-three series 
2-0 — their first such setback in 
four years. 

Once more (hey paid the price 

for woeful batting, being sldttled 
out for 233 and 181 on a wicket 
good enough for India to amass 
their highest score against Aus¬ 
tralia. India declared at 633 for 
five with their captain 
Mohammad Azhnruddin un¬ 
beaten on 163. 

Trailing by 400 runs on first 

innings, the tourists were 
bowled out again 35 minutes 
after tea on tiie fourth day. 


bon Army in revolt 


EWCASTLE United have 
endured a week that they 
*ould rather forget, with two 
r’ irs ^broiled in a tabloid 
"W* r scandal that has out- 
Hthe self-styled Toon Army r,f 
^.supporters, and Kenny 

a a tl1ere *- Qur P°' n,s 
-the relegation zone with only 
fames left to play. 

^ wntroversy in the board- 
, [a l 11 , when chairman Fred- 
chief executive 
■fus Ha!] were quoted in the 
w orid insulting the 
'.JJ* Tyneside, joking about 
^supporters m for repHca 
'\r refcrnn S t0 star striker 
fi ras "M a r y p oppins". 

AS r nd ,u a . U re ' 
ealpou °, r , their resignation 

y, y “ of antics that included 
T ° ny B™* 15 - Car- 
U™ Catholic Arch- 

JL of , Westminster and a 

n 933 ' conwiente d: 
fens and 

Itety n e board - mak es 
4 ? 0 S\ ** the two finally 
rsW on Monday 

board meeting 
company. 

S^^^tbaH in Britain 

also Sh the scan- 

“^“tions 
which fell 

Clothe bad publicity. 

England’s only 
Rpeai, cU Presentat] 'v e in the 
Hi J^^PetitionB after 

^ at ^Spanish side 

Bridge gave 

Italian 
European Cup 

^ f SKf 0 t i eP 8 erai -final, 

meant Alex 

^sruk lhl 6 ? °, ut on foe 
pUk). ^ lrst 1*8 having 
■ ra eet Juventos 


over Atletico Madrid at Villa Park in 
the Uefa Cup, but the Spanish side 
progressed, again on tiie away goals 
rule, haying beaten the Midlands 
side 1-0 in the first game. Lazio will 
be their next opponents, while 
fnvourites Internazionale play Spar¬ 
tak Moscow. 


S TRUGGLING First Division 
side Manchester City suffered 
another blow with the resignation of 
chairman Francis Lee after four 
years at Maine Road in response to 
opposition from supporters and the 
mounting pressure of leading a club 
fighting to avoid relegation. Lee crit¬ 
icised a succession of managers 
who had "wasted millions on poor 
players" and people at the club “who 
had tried to blacken my name". 


B ATH prop Kevin Yates, banned 
for six months after the London 
Scottish flanker Simon Fenn had his 
ear bitten In a cup tie In January, has 
been fined an undisclosed amount 
by his club. Bath said In n statement 
that they considered this latest ac¬ 
tion would be the final chapter in an 
unfortunate episode. 


E RNIE ELS won the Bay Hill Invi¬ 
tational tournament in Orlando, 
Florida, after overhauling overnight 
leader Tiger Woods to claim the 
first prize of $360,000. However, it 
was American John Daly with a 



John Dafy:.making's splash 




reputedly record-breaking 18 at the 
543-ynrd 6tli who stole many of the 
headlines. A lake around which the 
hole curves in a near semi-circle 
was at the heart ol" the American's 
problems on the tee. He explained 
that the more he tried to miss the 
water by aiming further right, tiie 
more he hooked into tiie lake. 
Finally, Daly's sixth tee-shot 
reached dry land ■— only for it to 
nestle in a bunker. Sound familiar? 


T HE British Touring Car Champi¬ 
onship received a boost with the 
news that former Formula One 
world champion Nigel Mansell 
would be driving in selected races at 
the wheel of a Ford Mondeo. 
Mansell, aged 44, who lias also won 
the IndyCar title, has had his fair 
share of injuries during an illustri¬ 
ous career and probably won't have 
forgotten the last time he drove a 
Mondeo in touring cars — on that 
occasion, in 1993, he was knocked 
unconscious following a collision at 
Donington Park. 


Football Nationwide League First Divi sion 

Boro lack Merson’s touch 


George Caulkln 
at The Riverside 


T HE battle for supremacy on tiie 
sixth leg of the Whitbread 
Round the Worid race hotted up as 
the contestants crossed the equator. 
Lawrie Smith’s Silk Cut led the fleet 
as it headed towards their destina¬ 
tion of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

Meanwhile the first attempt by an 
all-woman crew to sail non-stop 
round the world failed when the 
mast of the Royal & SunAlliance, 
skippered by Tracy Edwards, 
snapped 3,200km west of Cape Horn. 


B RITAIN’S trading tennis play¬ 
ers, Greg RiiBedBki and Tim 
Henman, in action at the Lipton 
Championships in Key Biscayne, 
Florida, have decided to forget their 
sometimes; bitter rivalry in the 
approach to the crucial Davis Cup 
match, against Ukraine next month. 
"When it comes to representing 
your country, . .that comes, before 
family, feuds," said Hennjan. As the 
tie against Ukraine is taking place in 
Newcastle, if may be' advisable f<jr 
the pair: to avoid talking to any 
. tabloids in the interim. 

Shiv Sharrna Is away i,. . , 


T HE need for the mercurial qual¬ 
ities of a reformed thirty-some¬ 
thing hell-raiser at Middlesbrough 
will finally be sated on Thursday, 
but it will be Paul Merson returning 
from international duty after Eng¬ 
land s friendly in Berne against 
Switzerland rather than the possible 
signing of Paul Gascoigne, on 
whom Bryan Robson’s hopes for au¬ 
tomatic promotion will surely rest. 

Without Merson, Middlesbrough 
are little better than pedestrian. Yes, 
they comfortably overcame Nor¬ 
wich City 3-0, yet it was a perfor¬ 
mance stoutly buttressed by the 
mediocrity of the opposition. 

For a 20-minute spell midway 
through the first half, during which 
Neil Maddison cushioned a long 
punt by Gianiuca Fesfa and volleyed 
his fourth goal in six games, 
Robson’s side briefly looked like 
genuine candidates for the Premier¬ 
ship. It was a fleeting mirage. "On 
this performance, I would have to 
say that Sunderland and Forest are 
more likely to go up," remarked the 


Norwich manager Mike Walker, al¬ 
though he also admitted: "I know 
Boro arc better lhan that." 

They will have to be. if their third 
consecutive visit to Wembley is to 
have a different conclusion from the 
previous pair. Robson said Dial he 
had been using this Sunday’s Coca- 
Cola Cup final with Chelsea as a 
spur to his players — "I've been ask¬ 
ing them who wants to play in a cup 
final" — but if this was their re¬ 
sponse. Blues boss Gianiuca Via Hi 
will hardly be quaking in his boots. 

Victory was made certain only in 
the 71st minute, when Maddison 
centred from the right and Alun 
Armstrong flung out a boot to divert 
the ball beyond Andy Marshall. An 
extra coat of gloss was added by tiie 
substitute Mikkel Beck, who con¬ 
verted Maddison’s low shot after an 
extended goalmouth scramble. 

• Sheffield United and Arsenal 
won their FA Cup quarter-final re¬ 
plays, against Coventry City and 
West Ham United respectively, on 
penalties. United face Newcastle In 
the semi-finals, while Arsenal will 
play Wolverhampton Wanderers. 
Both ties to be played on April 5. 


Football results 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE! 
OhrtBlon Onei 

Birmingham City 1. Nottingham Forest 2 
Bury i, Oxford United0; Oww Alexandra 0. 
Charlton AthleUo 3; Ipswfch Town 3, 
Wwwrtempton Wanderers 0; Manchester City 
0, Sheffield United 0; MTddtesbrough 3 1 

Norwich City 0; Reading a Huddersfield Town 
2; Stoke City 2 , Queens Park Raners 1 ; 
Swidariand 2, Portsmouth i; Swindon Town 1. 
Stockport County 1; Tranmere Rovers 3, 
Bradford C»y t; West Bromwich Albion 2, 

Pert Vale 2. 

Leading positional 1. Nottm Forest (played ' 
38-pdnta 77); 2 . Middlesbrough 08-75): 

3, Sunderland (38-73), 

Division Two! 

Blackpool 2, GWlngham 1; Brentford o. 
Northampton 0 ; Bristol R 2, Praeton 2; 

Rnf 81 !'? 8 ^ 2, Cflrtala 1: Lulon 2 ‘ Grimsby 2; 
MDIwal 1, Burnley 0; Oldham 2, Watford 2; 
Plymouth 2, Bristol City 0; Southend 5, .. 

Bournemouth 3; Walsall 1, Wigan 0; Wrexham 
2. Wycombe 0; York O.Fuhaml. 1 ^ 
Loading positional 1, Watford (30-70); • ■ i 
2 , Bristol CKy (38-72); J, Waxhfvn (38^63), 

.DWsionThrsrM'' '' ' _ ; ■ ''i' 

S:**!*** 92: DonGatstar 2,'Urx»Tni- 
4; HLdf.O, Cardiff 1-Layton Orient 2. Darihoton' 
5Macda^2,Stwwai^l;Manslwf3, ' 
Biater 2; Notts Co 0,'Coidfiestef 0 ; 

Pota*orougii 2i Cheater 1 ; Rochdafa 2,- -v 


Hartlepool 1 ; Scunthorpe 1, Rotherham 1: 
Swansea 0, Scarborough 0; Torquay 0. 
Barnet 0. 

Leading positional 1. Notts Cqunty(3M5); 
2. Torquay (39-09); 3. Macclesfield RB-68) 

BELL’S SCOTTISH LEAOUBi 
Premier Divisions 

Aberdeen 0, Celtic 1; Dundee U 0, Hearts 1; 
Hibernian 1, Motherwal O, Kilmarnock 3, 
Dinfarmlne 0; Rengere 2, Si Johnstone 1. 
Loading positions; 1 , Celtic ( 20-621 
2, Hearts (20-60); 3, Rangers (29-57), 

First DtvMom 

Airdrie 1, Stirling AO; Morton 1, ParflckO; , 
Hemllon 1, Dundee 2; Rellh 0, Ayr 0; 

St Mirren 1, Falkirk 2. 

Leading positional 1 . Dvr dee (29-82); 

2, FaJWrk (£0-61); 3, Rerih (29-60). 

Saoond Dhrlslom 

Brechin 0, Clyde 2j U*vaton 2, East Fite 2; 
Slenhouumufr D, Clydebank O; Stranraer 4. 
Forfar 0; tavamess CTO, Queen sth 2. 
Leading positions: 1, Oydebenk (20-6(ft . 

2, LMngston (28-48); 3, Stranraer pe-43). 

Third Division}" '' 1 ,, ‘- 1 ' 

Ajfoa 3, Afcton i; Berwick 1, Roes Co 1: 
Crawtehkealh 1 * Queens Pk 2; Dumbarton 1. 
Artjroarii 2-Mpntioae 1, East Stiilna 1. 
Leading pdaftldnbt 1 ;Aloa (23-84); 

2, Arbroath ( 28 - 61 ); 3. Rosa County ( 23 - 50 ). 












2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Vested interests march 
to preserve status quo 
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F IRST there was West versus 
East, then the North-South 
Divide, then Fortress Europe; now 
we have Town versus Countryside 
(The day London turned into a 
shire, March g). This latest manifes¬ 
tation of public unease, regardless 
of the myriad individual motivations 
of those involved, fails to observe 
the fact that we are nil part of a 
crucial, intricate and dynamic 
whole. We all need each other, we 
all belong to the Global Village — 
die rural community is literally the 
life-blood for the urban way of life; 
there should be no enmity between 
them. 

The Countryside Movement in 
Britain is full of inevitable and unfor¬ 
tunate contradictions but it has 
certainly put its finger on the pulse 
of a real anxiety — the systematic 
destruction of the environment, a 
concern that unites the vast major¬ 
ity of the UK population and con¬ 
cerns a growing number of MPs at 
Westminster. 

Why then this feeling of con¬ 
frontation? I'm afraid the answer is 
political — the movement has been 
separated from Us natural grass¬ 
roots support, resulting in some 
pretty strange bedfellows. 

To see the leader of the opposi¬ 
tion, William Hague, and the 
Environment Minister, Michael 
Meacher, the landed gentry and 
living Marxists, 30-year-old Land 
Rovers and the latest Japanese four- 
wheel-driveB, members of the Cam¬ 
paign for the Protection of Rural 
England, Friends of the Earth and 
the Ramblers all apparently united, 
can appear both confusing and 
scary. 

Make no mistake, however, the 
real strength and the real money 
fending the media barrage came 


from those who have the most to 
lose for they already have every¬ 
thing — they own the country. For 
the time being, they seem to have 
lost control of the Government and 
they don't like it much. 

It is farcical to blame a govern¬ 
ment less than a year old for the 
deprivation of the countryside. This 
is the result of 20 years of firee-rein 
market forces, nurtured so lovingly 
by Margaret Thatcher. Nearly all 
sections of society have felt the 
effects of this, from the steel, mining 
and car industries, to building soci¬ 
eties, the health service and educa¬ 
tion. Now it appears to be the turn 
of the farmers. 

It is similarly myopic to contend 
that the Labour party is not con¬ 
cerned about the plight of the most 
disenfranchised members of our 
society. And farm labourers and the 
rural unemployed certainly qualify 
for that dubious statUB. 

Ricky Knight. 

Bishop's Tawton, North Devon 


Raising barriers 
to peace 

T HE killing of the three Pales¬ 
tinians near Hebron highlights 
crucial problems in how Israel 
enforces security in the West Bank 
(Israel resists EU role in peace 
moves, March 22). Palestinians 
have had a “checkpoint” culture 
imposed on them, with more than 
40 military checkpoints in the West 
Bank, to well as 27 in the Gaza Strip. 
These do not include surprise 
checkpoints. 

Palestinians have been shot at 
these checkpoints before, and 
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Bet'selem, the Israeli human rights 
group, has reported on many cases 
of sexual harassment, including 
forcing 15 Palestinian women to un¬ 
dress in front of their children on 
the pretext of a search for weapons. 
Pregnant Palestinian women have 
even been denied access to hospi¬ 
tals in Jerusalem and have given 
birth at checkpoints. 

To travel from Bethlehem to 
Jerusalem can mean a wait of up to 
two hours for Palestinians. Identity 
cards are demanded at gunpoint. 
Four permits are required for a 
Palestinian to enter Jerusalem to 
work — an ID card, a magnetic ID 
card, a work permit and an entry 
permit. Israeli settlers are excused 
such treatment and even have their 
own road system. 

David Watkins, 

Council for the Advancement of Arab- 
British Understanding, London 


H)ETER D JONES argues that the 
I West has to refrain from double 
standards in Us dealings with Iraq 
and Israel (March 8). Would Mr 
Jones trust a psychopath as much 
as he would a sane person with 
more honourable aspirations, and 
thus make equal demands on both? 
More to the point, does he believe 
that Iraq and Israel have to be 
treated identically because he sees 
no differences between the respec¬ 
tive behaviour, morality, intentions 
and trustworthiness of the two 
countries? 

All nations — indeed ail people — 
employ different standards for 
those with whom they have deal¬ 
ings. A primary reason for this is 
that some people or nations are 
more reliable and honourable, more 
"like us", than others. According to 
Western values and standards, Is¬ 
rael, for all its failings, is clearly a 
better, more principled member of 
the community of nations than Iraq 
under Saddam Hussein. 

Geoffrey Zygier. 

Malvern, Victoria, Australia 


D ID I miss the swingeing 
condemnation by the ethical 
British Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, of the killings of innocent 
civilians and the gassing and stun- 
grenading of children on the West 
Bank? Or does he only condemn 
what he is allowed to by the United 
States state department? 

Nigel Press, 

Hatfield, Hertfordshire 


Deadly dose 
of anthrax 

~T~HE information on Iraq provided 
/ by Dr Robin Eastman-Abaya in 
his letter is misleading in the ex¬ 
treme (March 22), Untreated cuta¬ 
neous anthrax has a case-fatality rate 
between 5 and 20 per cent. The form 
of the disease associated with inhala¬ 
tion is far more sinister, which is the 
reason it has been developed as a 
biological warfare agent. 

In 1979, 96 cases of inhalation 
anthrax, with 64 deaths, were ascer¬ 
tained in Sverdlosk, Russia, after a 
plume containing an aerosol came 
out of a research institute specialis¬ 
ing in biological warfare; studies. 
The volume of anthrax organisms 
was estimated to be less titan one 
drop; and the total number of cases 
and deaths may well have been 
much larger than acknowledged; 
There is no doubt that Saddam Hus¬ 
sein has produced many thousands ■ 
of litres of anthrax organises suit¬ 
able for aerosol dispersion, ‘ and 


further large volumes may still be 
hidden. It is likely dint these 
organisms have been genetically- 
engineered for antibiotic resistance, 
making subsequent human infec¬ 
tions difficult to treat. 

So It is understandable that the 
United States and Britain are taking 
this potential threat seriously, and 
2 million US troops are being immu¬ 
nised with the vaccine developed by 
the Michigan Department of Public 
Health. The old axiom is still true; 
the best way to avoid war is to be 
prepared for it. 

(Dr) Timothy Johnstone. 

Victoria, BC, Canada 


Iyi//77/ the news of Saddam's 
V V plans to smuggle anthrax into 
the UK (Saddam anthrax plot 
warning, March 24), the abolition of 
duty free shopping is surely now 
more urgent than ever. 

Phil Woodford, 

London 


Opening the 
door to recruits 

P erhaps vso should look 

critically at its own selection 
processes before blaming people for 
becoming more selfish and less 
coring, when seeking to explain a 
slump in applications (VSO fights 
shortage of recruits, March 8). 

My own application was met with 
a number of hurdles, where re- 
cruitere seemed intent on proving 1 
could not be successful. 

Without the benefit of VSO train¬ 
ing and support I am completing 
two years teaching in China, pri¬ 
vately arranged. Perhaps potential 
applicants should be encouraged 
rather than dissuaded. 

Ginny Eley, 

Taian, China 

/ F THE numbers of people opting 
for overseas voluntary work is de¬ 
clining, it could be that news has got 
out that while they stand to sacrifice 
tens of thousands in income, many 
of the wealthy classes (local and 
expatriate) in the host country are 
living it up on international aid 
money so generously given by the 
uninformed in the Western world. 
David Hayter. 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 


/ AGREE with Andrew Jackson 
(March 15) that deciding to apply 
for two years overseas with VSO is 
no light matter. I put it off for many 
reasons, once I was free of maternal 
duties, for such mundane things as 
making sure that my pension would 
be secure while I was away and that 
my home would still be there to re¬ 
turn to. 

However, I was gratified to be 
selected last year, at the ripe old age 
of 62. VSO are blissfully free of 
ageism and appreciate that older 
people have years of professional 
experience behind us. 

In addition to the skills acquired 
during my teaching years In Pak¬ 
istan, I Have had to learn to be com¬ 
puter-literate so will be returning 
home in 1999 with that to offer. 

Ann Thorp, 

Karachi .Pakistan ' 


Erratum: In an afticU headed The 
BBC crosses the Rtibibbn (Marth 29) 
it should have said that the BBC will 
own 100 per cent'not 50 p'fr cent, fif 
BBC America. Thq BBC will run, 
d ud schedule file chqHtfil, Discovery 
will market it. > " v 1 


Briefly 


A CCORDING to Martin Walter, 
/\ if European Union policies were 
as brutal and inhuman as those o( 
the United States and Margaw'i 
Thatcher's Britain, "the ELI would 1 
be richer today and would have hid ■ 

6 million unemployed instead of 18 * 
million"(February 22). 

How does he know this? Perhaps 
he can explain to us mortals the 
unprecedented rise in poverty and 
inequality in income distribution in 
the US and the UK over the past 
20 years. He should also tell who 
exactly in the EU would have \m 
richer, how much more carbon 
dioxide would have been emitted, 
and why the UK. the star pupil d 
the OECD, grew at an average rale 
of 1.7 per cent from 1989 to 1996. 
compared with 2.1 per cent for the 
EU as a whole. 

C-Rene Dominique, 

Laval university, Quebec, Canada • 

1 A/HAT might BATs socially | 

V V acceptable addictive alterna¬ 
tive to cigarette have been (Febru¬ 
ary 22)? I believe I know. A few. 
years ago a number of BAT exeat 
lives from the United States ip 
peared on television, each reciting 
“Nicotine is not addictive.” 

i found this so questionable that 1 
wrote to BAT asking if I had heard 
correctly. Their doctor replied, cot ! 
firming that my hearing was eweV j 
lent. And she assured me tbit 
nicotine was no more addictive than I 
ratatouille. 

So there we have it. Just imagine; 
what ratatouille dependency could; j 
have done for BAT and the world's'! 
courgette and aubergine growers. 1 1 
(Rev) David Walford. 

Mitcham Junction. Sumy 

---- 

IF THE Church of England is f 
/ culturally light years behind tlx ‘ 
vest of society (March 29), lw*‘ 
much further behind is the Roma® 
Catholic Church, nui by an ageing ■ 
Pope presiding over an organisation,» 
still unhealthily male-dominated, 
unable to accord females equality ox 
status and esteem? 

Edwin Toivnsend-Coles. 

Oxford 

D /CHARD WILLIAMS recent 
It insulted Kate Winslet _ In J* 
review ofTitanic by insinuating^ 
she was overweight Now hegm-* 
an inaccurate review of As Good*" 

It Gets (March 22). . 

He describes Jack Nicholson * 
rating a cat, whereas it was acluw 
a dog. Perhaps your reviewer 2 
watch the films he is writing!«“ 
he might then spot the diifw^ 
between a pooch and a moggy, 
realise that WinJet is an 
young woman whose woign 
irrelevant. 

John Graham-Camming. 

Palo AUo, California, USA 
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Welcome to Indonesia’s Campus of Struggle 

m. 


Andrew Higgins on 

the rising tide of student 
unrest against President 
Suharto’s regime 


■ - • 


O N A five-a-side football pitch 
commandeered as the head¬ 
quarters of Indonesia's cam¬ 
pus revolt, a huddle of student 
activists gathers around a television 
fora lesson on the tactics and terror 
of rebellion. 

The screen flickers with images 
of a disaster they hope to avoid as 
they challenge the now geriatric 
New Order that has governed In¬ 
donesia for 32 years. It shows tanks 
rolling into Tiananmen Square. 

The students in Tiananmen are 
our brothers and sisters. But they 
failed. We don't want to fail," says 
Agus Cede, a 22-year-old student 
leader at the University of Indone¬ 
sia. "We want to learn from their 
failure." 

Their goal is no less ambitious 
than that of Chinese students si¬ 
lenced by the People's Liberation 
Army in Beijing in 1989 — the end 
of President Suharto’s monopoly of 
power, a political and business enr- 
! Idas tenaciously guarded as that of 
! the Chinese Communist Parly. 

'. The trigger for their protests is 
economic, a crisis that has ravaged 
Indonesia’s currency, raised the 
>pectre of widespread hunger, 
turned a model of development into 
a wayward ward of the Internal iunal 
Monetary Fund and left nenrly 
nery company on the Jakarta stuck 
'Khmige technically bankrupt. 

Their ultimate target, (hough, is 
!j«-"old man", ns Indonesians call the 
'<>yearold master of the New Order. 

A muutU of protest and sporadic 
defies with police has pul indniie- 
■ ias students in the vanguard of a 
mweraetu for political change. In n 
ciiuniry of 202 million people scnl- 
, [eroilover 17.500 islands, their num- 
j wrs arc relatively small. But the 
| foment on campuses across the for- 
I nier Dutch colony could presage a 
j campaign*against the world’s 

I fongesl-serving ruler nfler Fidel 
l Castro. 

'People always look to our youth. 

rr n 5 a ^ as ' c * act our national 
“[*■ ® ur modern-state conies front 
Ihe scents," said Hartman Siregar. 
® medical doctor who spent three 
fears in jail for leading an abortive 
student movement in 1974. “We 
■ ne . v er had a change of govern¬ 
ment without the students... If the 
taraeius are DrntKilno iKp muntrv 



Indonesia's students are in the vanguard of a growing protest movement 
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“The military has to make a deci¬ 
sion: to crush the students or sup¬ 
port them . . . They used the 
students to overthrow Sukarno, in 
1974 they crushed us. Now they j 
don't know. They are buying time." j 
said Dr Hartman. 

Senior generals are now man¬ 
oeuvring for the trust of student 
leaders, though it remains unclear, 
iwssibly even to themselves, 
whether their aim is to silence or ex¬ 
ploit their anger. 

A newly installed commander of 
the armed forces. General WiranK 
has described the students' de¬ 
mands — which range from calls for 
cheap rice to coded assaults on Gen 
Suharto—as “normal". At the same 
time, though, authorities have 
cracked down firmly on all attempts 
to take protests off campus and Into 
the streets to join forces with a 
swelling army of unemployed and 
impoverished, but so far unorgan¬ 
ised, workers. 

Until last week the University of 
Indonesia greeted visitors with a 
sign celebrating its role as a centre 
, foH the -I9f30s protests that helped 
bring Gen Suharto to power: “Wel¬ 
come to the Campus of the Struggle 
■ of the New Order". The sigh whs re¬ 
moved after a student used spray 
.paint to produce an abbreviated 
message: "Welcome to the Campus 


Four die in camp riots 


R IOTS at a Malaysian detention 
camp for illegal immigrants left 
three Indonesians and a policeman 
dead last week, exposing the prob¬ 
lems facing Kuala Lumpur as tens of 
thousands of workers flee economic 
turmoil in Indonesia to search for 
work, writes Nick Cumming-Brucc 
in Bangkok. 

The deaths occurred at Semenyih 
camp. 40km fn«m the capital, one «»f 
four into which police moved before 
dawn last Friday to extract hun¬ 
dreds of inmates for forcible repatri¬ 
ation. Witnesses said fires brake 
out and shooting erupted, lasting 
several minutes. 

A police spokesman said 38 peo¬ 
ple werealsu injured. 

A local human rights organisa¬ 
tion, Suaram, said at least five peo¬ 
ple were killed. 

Police used water cannon and 
tear gas at another camp on the 
west coast against inmates who set 
fire to their barracks. At a camp in 
the southwest, around 140 inmates 
escaped during a deportation opera¬ 
tion. But several hundred inmates 
were taken from camps to the port 
of Lumut and loaded on to a waiting 
Indonesian naval vessel. 

The deportations were 1 particu- 
: larly sensitive as Inmates 1 from the 


The Week 


A rkansas low win allow two 

boys accused of killing! five 
people at their school to own 
guns when they leave the Juve¬ 
nile Justice system. Only adult 
lawbreakers can he permanently 
banned from owning guns. 

Washington Post, page 14 


T HE four US marines wh09e 
military Jet severed a gondola 
cable at an Italian ski resort in 
Fehruory, causing 20 people to 
plunge to their death, have been 
charged with negligent homicide 
and involuntary manslaughter. 


A NEW emergency cable 

designed to restore power to 
Auckland failed, trapping people 
in lifts and halting traffic just as 
the five-week electricity shortage 
in New Zealand seemed over. 


C ONTINUATION of the trial 
of Maurice Papon for crimes 
against humanity was in doubt 
as the former Vichy official left 
Bordeaux after hearing that his 
wife of 66 years had died. 


be genuine refugees who could face 
torture or worse if sent back. A 
spokesman for the Aceh-Sumatra 
National Liberation Front in Swe¬ 
den. who claimed that 24 inmates 
were killed in last week’s rioting, 
said the Indonesians had no choice 
hut to resist, because “once they 
reach Indonesia it will be death for 
them". 

But the Aeehmse are only ;i 
small part of a broader and quickly 
escalating problem posed for 
Malaysia and Singapore by tens of 
thousands of illegal immigrants 
from all parts of Indonesia as the 
world's fourth most populous 
country slides deeper into 
economic recession and human 
misery. 

The number of those out of work 
in Indonesia has doubled to 
8.7 million — roughly 10 per cent of 
the workforce — in eight months, a 
manpower ministry spokesman was 
, quoted as saying last week. 

; > Such bald statistics do tittle to 
; reveal the hardship in a country 
where even in years of prosperity 
millions eked out a living doing odd 
jobs or part-time work, and where 
rocketing prices have put even milk 
beyond the reach of the poor. 
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‘Angel’ revives right-to-die debate j suscitated in'a crisis, and had to 

w ,.-i ■ show signs that- thejrwerb-dying. 

phrlstt>phe r fl|gjjj court.case on behalf of i pended and were being interviewed; ; When asked - if he considered him- 

inLoaAnflalaa ITa’'70-yearw)ld terfriirta)ir ; ill -man,- - The.thfirapisU. who monitor and .self’’an angel of death", he replied 
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C AMBODIA’S deposed first 
prime minister, Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, returned 
from nearly nine months in exile 
amid heightened fears for his 
security after one of his military 
officers was murdered. 


U KRAINE’S Communist 
Party and other leftwing 
movements made sweeping 
gains in parliamentary elections, 
reflecting anger among the 
38 million voters that they'are 
materially worse off seven years 
after independence from Moscow. 


G UNMEN captured several 
Tajik soldiers and killed at 
least 20 In one.of the most seri¬ 
ous outbreaks of violence since 
the government and mostly 
Muslim opposition In the former 
Soviet republic ended a five-year 
civil war last summer. 


I NTERNATIONAL powers 1 
backed away from their threats 
of immediate punishment for 
: Yugoslavia’s president, Slobodan . 

: Milosevic, over his policies of- ' 

! violence and -repression In' ' 
| Kosovo and gove him four mote 
Weeks to deliver concessions. 


I NDIA’S supreme court agreed 
to hear the appeals of 26 ■ 

| pedple convicted in January of 
; the' nstifisaln&tidn of the prime 
: minister, Rajiv Gandhi, in 1091. 


G ERMANY’S biggest computer 
online service; T-Online, was 
forded to Isbue its 2 million ' 
customers with new software 1 1 

after-two Id-year-old boys hacked 
Into the ser vice and obtained 1 - - 
access codes and passwords fot- 
more than 600 customers. " • ' ( 
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Yeltsin dares MPs 
to reject Kiriyenko 


^AROIAN WEEHyi 


CUAfiDtAN WEEKLY 
Apil5l988 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Tom Whltehouae In Moscow 

P RESIDENT Boris Yeltsin 
confirmed last week that the 
acting prune minister, Sergei 
Kiriyenko, was his choice to take on 
the job permanently, and threatened 
to dissolve parliament if it failed to 
ratify the appointment. 

Tm just saying as president, save 
time, confirm him quickly," he said 
after announcing that he had asked 
Mr Kiriyenko, aged 35, to lead his 
government. “Ifyou reject him once, 
twice, three times, then the fourth 
time means dissolution," lie said. 

The president, capping a remark¬ 
able week which he started by sack¬ 
ing his entire cabinet, said Mr 
Kiriyenko had risen rapidly and 
would now need to move c-ven faster, 
In response to the threat of disso¬ 
lution, tiie parliamentary Speaker, 
Gennady Seleznyov, who has al¬ 
ready rejected Mr Kiriyenko’s can¬ 
didacy. said parliament would not be 
bullied. “The state Duma does not 
fear threats. Both the president and 
his speechwrilers must know this." 
he warned. 

But he added: "We will not give 
any constitutional ground to dis¬ 
solve the Duma. 1 don't think the 
president wants a replay of 1993." 

Despite Mr Seleznyov's reference 
to Mr Yeltsin’s 1993 bombing of par¬ 
liament, there is little chance of a 
repeat performance this year. 

Nor does he actually need to 
bomb parliament into submission, 
because this dme he has the consti¬ 
tution on bis Bide, which is not sur¬ 
prising, given that he rewrote it 
after the violence four years ago. 

Despite the mutual threats, both 
the president and the Duma may ac¬ 
tually be happy with the prospect of 


early elections. The communists 
and nationalists, who dominate the 
Duma, stand to gain from Russia's 
present anti-Yeltsin mood and could 
return in bigger numbers after an 
election. 

Early polls this year would also 
help Mr Yeltsin, giving him two 
clear years to name and prepare a 
successor for presidential elections 
in 2000. 

To add to the confusion, the 
sacked prime minister, Viktor Cher¬ 
nomyrdin, announced at the week¬ 
end that he would run for president. 

However, a senior figure in parlia¬ 
ment's upper house, the governor of 
the Samara region, Konstantin 
Titov, said the Duma would be wise 
to Mr Yeltsin's ruse and would ap¬ 
prove Mr Kiriyenko. "It will approve 
him, not because it is scared of the 
president but to make the govern¬ 
ment responsible for its failures in 
the economy and use this in the 
next elections,” he said. 

James Meek in Moscow adds: Hel¬ 
mut Kohl and Jacques Chirac held a 
three-wny European summit with 
Mr Yeltsin last week in which 
Britain was conspicuously absent. 

Tony Blair was not invited to take 
part in tile meeting — which dis¬ 
cussed Iraq. Kosovo and European 
security — when it was arranged by 
the Trench and Russian presidents 
in Strasbourg last October, indicat¬ 
ing dial Moscow considers Britain 
too pro-American to be Included. 

The Kremlin, backed by Paris, 
wants the "troika" summits to be 
held regularly as a sign that Europe 
need not follow the United States in 
foreign policy and security. 


Martin Walker, page 6 
Washington Poat, page 13 


Inquiry held into ‘coup plot’ 
against S African government 


David Bar—ford In Capa Town 

S OUTH AFRICAN military com¬ 
manders appeared before a judi¬ 
cial tribunal last weekend to answer 
questions about an intelligence re¬ 
port which claimed that well-known 
personalities, including Winnie 
Mandela, were plotting a coup 

against the government- - 

There was speculation in the 
press that die head of the South 
African National Defence Force, 
General Georg Meiring, might be 
sacked because of the report, which 
is widely regarded as a fabrication. 

The judicial commission is be¬ 
lieved to be investigating why the 
intelligence report was presented to 
Nelson Mandela without being 
cross-checked against other intelli¬ 
gence sources, cleared by die na¬ 
tional intelligence co-ordlnadng 
committee, or shown to the minister 
of defence. 

The report names Gen Meiring’s 
likely successor, Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral Siphlwe Nyanda, as the chief 
plotter and claims that a young 
diplomat, Robert McBride — cur- 
I rently in detention in Mozambique 
on gun-running charges — was sup¬ 
plying weapons. 

Tfie report is believed to have 
been based on allegations by a paid 
agent of military intelligence who 
was also arrested in Mozambique, 



Weapons inspectors in Baghdad on their way to the Rndwaniyah Palace photograph f awelkck:-*:- 

UN experts make speedy tours of palaces 


Dominic Evans _ 

U NITED NATIONS weapons 
experts and diplomats have 
entered all but two of Iraq's highly 
sensitive presidential sites, a senior 
inspector said on Monday. 

Diplomats said earlier there had 
been no major problems at the sites, 
which were at the centre of a storm 
laBt month undl Iraq signed an ac¬ 
cord pledging access to UN Special 
Commission (Unworn) inspectors, 
together with the diplomats. 

“We are making progress," the 
Unscom deputy chairman, Charles 
Duelfer, said in a statement 
Unscom, charged with disman¬ 


tling Iraq's weapons of mass de¬ 
struction, believes Iraq has consis¬ 
tently concealed material related to 
banned weapons programmes. 

Iraq says it destroyed nil its bio¬ 
logical and chemical weapons and 
long-range ballistic missiles after it 
lost the 1991 Gulf war and was 
forced out of Kuwait. 

Tlie visits to the presidential sites 
began last week. They mark the 
first time that Unscom has 
inspected any of tlie eight sitps in 
seven years of disarmament work. 
Die United States threatened to 
launch military strikes on Baghdad 
before Iraq backed down last month 
and allowed their inspection. 


Yanomami flee fives 
raging through Amazon 


seemingly after leading Mr 
McBride Into a trap. 

It is suspected that the coup alle¬ 
gations were an attempt to desta¬ 
bilise the Mandela government. 

Gen Meiring said that the report 
was submitted to the president on 
February 5, well before Mr 
McBride’s arrest. The former 
-Transkei. .leader...General Bantu 
Holomisa ■— who is also named as 
one of the plotters — said the report 
had been given to Mr Mandela on 
March 5, and expressed surprise 
that it had taken so long for the 
president to act. 

Mr Mandela said that if any coup 
attempt were mounted, it would be 
quickly crushed. “We are 
supremely confident that we are in 
total control. Any attempt, if made, 
will be blotted out quickly and deci¬ 
sively." 

• The anti-apartheid activist Steve 
Biko was beaten with a hose-pipe, 
then left naked, manacled to a gate 
in a crucifix position, said Gideon 
Nieuwoudt, one of the policemen 
I who took part in the assault. 

He was describing to South 
Africa’s truth commission the last 
hours of the black consciousness 
leader. Mr Nieuwoudt is the fifth 
police officer to testily to the com¬ 
mission in support of an amnesty for 
the death of Biko, who was killed in 
police custody 20 years ago. 


Aim Bellos In Rio da Janeiro 

T HE indigenous Yanomami have 
begun to flee their villages as 
the fires raging In the northern 
Amazon bum deeper into their 
reservation. 

More than 20 Yanomami living in 
the settlement closest to the fires 
have left their homes, said Alan 
Suassuita, of Brazil’s National In¬ 
digenous Foundation (Funai). 

“There was so much smoke there 
that it was unbearable. They de¬ 
cided to move further into the reser¬ 
vation,” he said. 

He added that the area affected 
— Ajarani — was sparsely popu¬ 
lated and that no other settlements 
were immediately threatened. How¬ 
ever, Brazilian newspaper reports 
say that many of the 600 vil lagers ln_ 
Babw Mucaiai-^re-gofnf hungry 
because smoke from the fires has 
frightened away the animals they 
hunt. 

About 20,000 Yanomami live in a 
reservation the size of Portugal 
which spreads from Brazil's north¬ 
ernmost state, Roraima, into 
Venezuela. They are the. world’s' 
largest primitive tribe. 

A team of specialists from the 
United Nations Environment Pro¬ 
gramme arrived in Brazil this week 
to measure the extent of the dam¬ 
age, more than four months after 


the UN’s initial offer to send a dele¬ 
gation. Brazil only accepted the 
offer last week, upsetting its armed 
forces, which view the Amazon as a 
national security Issue and are sen¬ 
sitive to outside interference. 

The fires, which have been burn¬ 
ing for three months, are the worst 
in the history of the northern Ama¬ 
zon. The international effort to com¬ 
bat them comprises more than 
1,300 men, including more than 100 
from Venezuela. 

The state government says fire9 
are now under control In the region 
of Apiau, 120km from the state capi¬ 
tal, Boa Vista, which has been the 
worst hit by the blaze. But strong 
winds last week have spread the In¬ 
ferno south. 

Localised fires ar e also appear ing- 
Jiii^eriwrtfCanfiTiave invaded the 
island ecological station of Maraca, 
which contains examples of every 
known plant and animal species in 
the region., 

The fires were started by subsis¬ 
tence farm ere burning land to make 
it more fertile, and aggravated by an 
. El Nifio-induced drought It has not 
! rained since last year and none is 
predicted until the end of this month. 
• Philippines officials said that they 
would ask other countries: to lend 
firefighting planes to help put out. a 
fire destroying virgin forests In the 
western province of Palawan! , 


But Mr Duelfer stressed ilialthr 
visits were rapid surveys of tb- 
grounds, not detailed examination- 
"lf you work out the linn* >peoi 
against the number of buildings, ftr 
can spend on average 15 minute 
per building." 

He described the dealings with 
Iraqi officials as amicable and noo- 
confrontalional, and said "senior ft* 
ures" were on hand to deal swiftly 
with problems. 

Diplomats say Iraq's depity 
prime minister. Tariq Aziz, has ai- 
lended the visits in order to deal _ 
with the problems arising owr di* f 
agreements about the perimeter ol 
the sites. — Reuters 


Athletes given j 
abortion order i 

__ i 

Ponls Staunton In Ptrllw_ 

E AST GERMAN athletes were 
ordered to have abortions » 
cause, It was feared, theJr «■* i 
anabolic steroids could have w | 
to mutant offspring, a report ■ 
Der Spiegel claimed last weefc j 
The magazine says poltc«“ i 

Berlin and the eastern state of 
Thuringia are using evident 
from the Stasi secret poUce-8 
flies to investigate former spw® 
officials, doctors andtrawe™- 

Four former East German j 

trainers and two sports docW* ■ 

are currently on tnallnBedW 

for their part In the system®^ 
doping of young swimmer^ 

defendanto.thefotktobe^- 


_aftotwm-btveaagauwi« 
use of steroids by state swj 1 

mere, are accused of causwg 

actual bodily harm between , 
1974 and 1989 to 19 j 

swimmers while they ^ 

children or adolescent*. _ 

iJESSSSgg 

medicine 

: that athletes who becam 
nant while on the 


Clergy split over civil war apology 


Adela Qoo ch In Madrid _ 

A SUGGESTION that Spain’s 
bishops ask forgiveness for 
the Catholic Church’s sup¬ 
port of General Francisco Franco's 
dictatorship has split the clergy. 

Opponents of an apology, while ac¬ 
knowledging that the Church turned 
a blind eye to Franco’s purges after 
the civil war of 1936-39, remain angry 
that hundreds of nuns and priests 
suffered in the run-up to the war at 
the hands of leftwing extremists. 

The debate has pitted the coun¬ 
try’s top two clerics against each 
other. Cardinal Antonio Maria 
Rouco Varela, Archbishop of 
Madrid, argues that the Church's 


Belgians unite 

against 

separatism 

Stephen Bates In Brussels 

A HIGHLY unusual coalition of 
Belgium's great and good has 
declared its mission to save the 
country as a federal stale. 

The group, called B Plus, includes 
! < pnior members of the country's di¬ 
vided language groups. h brings to¬ 
other Walloon (French-speaking) 
businessmen from the south, artists 
rrnrl writers from the Flemish 
(Dutch-speaking) north, and figures 
from the German-speaking part of 
*asifrn Belgium. 

Dicy believe their initiative has 
come not a moment too soon. In the 
I «akc of several administrative and 
j criminal scandals over I lie past two 
i years — such as tlie paedophile ring 
in IVallonia — talk of splitting the 
, ! ule has revived as parties gear up 
1 h ' rnex t year's general election. 

; . believe Belgium must have a 
| future for the sake of democracy," 

I Mark Dubrulle, managing 
''(rector of B Plug. "If people cannot 
live together here, what future is 
(here for Europe?" Tlie group plans 
10 Promote the cause of Belgium as 
3 unified state, albeit one which has 
I parliaments to cater for different 
la nguage groups and levels of 
Government. 

The launch has been sharpened 
g * c * nt disagreements between 
■omish and French speakers cen- 
c«l on Brussels, One was a row 
wer the balance of recruitment to 
a? re 8erv * ce - Although Brussels 
, h ;V. per cent francophone, it is in 
, en J®! 1 region and Flemings 
e traditionally been given up to 
,l per 5*°* °f public sector jobs in 
t0 change this 
a , , ln deadlock until politicians 
2?, 0n , a precise recruiting bal- 

’ 

ernm .» ere ’ a Flemish gov- 

,laments order to the six local au- 

£*? T* d * e fringe- of 
C o nf lii r . s, , w h ic h have traditionally 
£ ^.business bilingually, to 
iSfJ u ' ment ® in Dutch only. 
SH** would haVe to apply 
docum^'^ wanted to receive a 

U °cumentm French. 


political impartiality following 
Franco’s death in 1975 exonerates 
it And, he says, a breakaway group 
of clergy who began working with 
opponents of the Franco regime in 
the late 1960s proved a key element 
in Spain's adoption of democracy. 

“Many Catholics, not just those in 
the Church hierarchy, worked hard 
and effectively to achieve Spain’s 
successful transition to democracy," 
he said. “The rest should be left to 
historians and to the judgment of 
foture generations." 

But Spain’s other cardinal, Ricard 
Maria Carles, Archbishop of 
Barcelona, while not fully backing 
the call for an apology, has proposed 
a “gesture of reconciliation’'. 


The idea of a Church apology, 
first mooted by Joan Carrera, the 
assistant bishop of Barcelona, has 
received warm support in Catalonia 
and the Basque Country. These 
areas suffered most under Franco’s 
harsh, centralising regime. A num¬ 
ber of prominent socialists, the 
Madrid leftwing daily El Pals and 
Catalonia's man paper, La Van- 
guardia, have also backed the plan. 
“If Spanish bishops don’t ask for¬ 
giveness now, they run the risk of 
the Church doing so over their 
heads, as happened in the case of 
Germany," said an El Pals editorial. 

The proposal's advocates argue 
that next year’s anniversary of the 
end of the civil war would be a par¬ 


ticularly appropriate time for the 
Church to express regret for collab¬ 
orating with Franco. 

Following the Vatican’s publica¬ 
tion of a document on the Nazi 
Holocaust last week, Bishop Car¬ 
rera is also pushing for an apology 
to cover the expulsion of the Jews 
from Spain in 1492 by Queen Is¬ 
abella and Kang Ferdinand. "1 do not 
condemn the lady but 1 don't think 
she should be canonised either," he 
said, referring to a campaign to 
make the queen a saint. 

A Church apology would follow in 
the wake of apologetic gestures by 
the Spanish state. In 1992, the 500th 
anniversary of the expulsion of the 
Jews, Fang Juan Carlos acknow¬ 


ledged it had been “a mistake” which 
deprived Spain of rich cultures and a 
tradition of religious tolerance. This 
year the conservative government 
agreed to compensate the losers in 
the civil war and passed a decree to 
restore property and bank accounts 
to political parties, trade unions and 
militia groups. But many clergymen 
have not forgotten the attacks by 
the extremists who sacked monas¬ 
teries and convents, set fire to 
churches and killed clerics. 

Cardinal Carles'B proposal for a 
gesture of reconciliation is said to 
have found favour with the Vatican, 
which has suggested waiting until 
2000 and linking the reconciliation 
statement to a special holy year at 
the shrine of St James in Santiago 
de Compostela, rather than to the 
more politically sensitive civil war 
anniversary. 
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Washington diary 

Martin Kettle 

I T MAY seem perverse, just a 
week after the Jonesboro school 
shootings, to claim that the 
United States has “brilliantly" 
fulfilled the aims of its founding 
fathers and become an optimistic, 
tolerant, generous and just society. 
Yet that is exactly what we are in¬ 
vited to believe in an important new 
book. One Nation After All, by Alan 
Wolfe, a sociology professor' at 
Boston university. 

The disjunction between the 1 
America that was revealed at Jones¬ 
boro and the America in Professor 
Wolfe's research is so great that it is 
hard to believe that they co-exist in 
one country at the same time. 

Jonesboro has been a genuinely 1 
shocking experience. “How could 
such a thing happen?" is die ques¬ 
tion asked across the land. And for 
many, the killings have revived the 
US's long and unresolved argument 
about gun control. In the past, offi¬ 
cials of the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion have been notoriously paranoid 
in their responses to events like 
Jonesboro. In December 1994 an 
NRA vice-president, Neal Knox, 


wrote in a gun magazine that the as¬ 
sassinations of John F Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King, as well as ear¬ 
lier schoolyard killing sprees, were 
conspiracies by anti-gun activists to 
whip up support for tile gun control 
cause. 

This time the NRA responded 
with a little more tact. Yet it won 
only time by its caution, since in a 
long-running campaign that mysti¬ 
fies foreign observers the associa¬ 
tion has actually been in the 
forefront of attempts to encourage 
gun use among children. 

Gun production in the US, 
though still enormous, has de¬ 
clined, falling from 4.4 million guns 
in 1989 to 3.8 million in 1996. Most 
industry executives think the adult 
male shooting market has become 
saturated, so with the failure of 
attempts to market guns to women 
shooters the attention has switched, 
openly and explicitly, to children. 

In n recent NRA advert the asso¬ 
ciation’s president, Marion Ham¬ 
mer. is pictured with her rifle and 
her grandson. "The future of the 
shooting sports and our Second 
Amendment [embodying the right 
“to keep and bear” arms] will rest 
on the shoulders of our grandchil¬ 
dren — and theirs," says the ad. 
Hammer's probable successor, the 
actor Chariton Heston, has said that 
he wants the NRA to raise $100 mil¬ 
lion oyer three years to promote 
guns to children like his six-year-old 
grandson. 

There is no evidence that the 
increased marketing of guns to 
children led to the Jonesboro 
shootings, and local feeling is 
strong that U was the children, not 
the guns, that were to blame. Never¬ 
theless rural Arkansas is one of sev¬ 
eral areas in the US where gun 
licensing to children is legal and 
where a gun i9 a quite normal 
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Death in the badlands 


The Mexican government blames the atrocities in 
Chiapas on village feuds. But they may be the handiwork 
of astate'backed ghost army. Ewen MacAskJII reports 
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Christmas present to a boy from the 
age of 10 upwards. 

Much of this gun culture is 
rooted in the South, and it is strik¬ 
ing that the recent schoolyard mas¬ 
sacres have occurred in Mississippi, 
Kentucky (perhaps a borderline 
case), and now Arkansas. Though it 
would be false to depict the South as 
gun-crazed there is a palpable sense 
that gun ownership continues to be 
an integral part of the South's 
besieged rural white manhood. 

Whether a white Arkansan US 
president is the man to confront 
these issues remains to be seen. In 
his first term he promoted the 
Brady Bill, which introduced manda¬ 
tory checks on the criminal records 
of prospective gun purchasers, and 
he supported a ban on several types 
of assault rifles. More recendy, he 
has encouraged voluntary efforts by 
the industry to sell safety devices 
with all new hand weapons. 

However, Clinton has never tried 
or been able to treat the gun lobby 


Single currency revealed as French superglue 



Europe this week 

Martin Walker 

T HE DECISION has been made. 

One-fifth of the wealth that the 
world produces each year, and one- 
fifth of die planet’s trade, is to be 
gambled upon the political convic¬ 
tion that Europe should unite 
around a single currency. The Euro¬ 
pean Commission and the European 
I Monetary Institute last week pro- 
I duced their formal reeommenda- 
( tions that 11 countries qualified for 
the first wave of the new single | 
currency. 

The formal name for this process 
is EMU, Economic and Monetary 
Union, nnd its real implications go 
far beyond switching francs and 


deutschmark8 into the new euro. 
Monetary union is one thing, and 
brings evident, if modest, benefits 
in reducing exchange rate and trad¬ 
ing costs. Economic union is some 
thing more profound, which 
explicitly includes a harmonisation 
of tax rates and broader fiscal poli¬ 
cies that promises to be more rigid 
than the current system in the US. 

It is now a commonplace to say 
that the single currency is essen¬ 
tially a political rather than an eco¬ 
nomic decision. It is “a concrete 
symbol o! the common destiny we 
have freely chosen", as the Commis¬ 
sion's formal report put It. The 
European Elites who have tirelessly 
promoted the single currency have 
done a very good job of obscuring 
this purpose behind a dense cloud 
of economic disputation. They have 
stressed the way the coming of the 
euro has been the catalyst which 
required spendthrift central banks 
to impose rigorous financial disci¬ 
pline, and which drove govern¬ 
ments to impose job-crushing 
squeezes while insisting that it was 
all in the good cause of Europe. 

This column has explored before 
the various wheezes and fudges that 
European governments have con¬ 
cocted to meet the criteria to qualify 
for the single currency. None the 
less, the convergence of all 15 EU 
economies towards low Inflation and 



low interest rates, towards balanced 
budgets and sustainable growth, has 
been hugely impressive. 

There ha9 been a triumph of the 
political will, driven devoutly for¬ 
ward by Germany’s Helmut Kohl 
and France’s Jacques Chirac. And 
we know why, thanks to the publica¬ 
tion by the German weekly Der 
Spiegel of the texts of the Franco- 
German agreements of 1990. Presi¬ 
dent Mitterrand, understandably 
alarmed at the prospect of German 
re-unification, offered Kohl a deal. 
He would drop his objections to Get* 
man unify if — and only If — Kohl 
swore to abandon the deutsclunark 
and lock the powerful new Germany 
into a European structure powerful 
enough to constrain iL 

No wonder Kohl went on to 
declare that “European integration 
is in reality the question of war and 
peace in the 21st century”. No won¬ 
der that Jacques Attali, Mitterrand's 
adviser, later acknowledged that 
’’Maastricht was a long and compli¬ 
cated treaty with one real goal — to 
get rid of the D-mark". 

Economic and monetary union 
should thus be seen as the most sub¬ 
tle and civilised means that Euro¬ 
peans have yet devised to solve the 
German question. Never quite pow¬ 
erful enough to conquer Europe, but 
always strong enough to be tempted 
to try, Germany has destabilised 


the way that he has targeted the 
tobacco lobby. His administration 
has been markedly unafraid to cast 
cigarette makers as public enemies 
for marketing their products to chil¬ 
dren yet has not tried to draw paral¬ 
lels with the gun industry, partly 
because both Clinton and A) Gore 
want to avoid electorally controver¬ 
sial gun control legislation. 

Whether this is good political 
judgment is open to doubt. In a 
country that has more guns than 
voters, political caution about guns 
is to some extent inevitable. Yet dur¬ 
ing the Brady Bill controversy in 
1994, polls of gun owners showed 
majority support for stricter con¬ 
trols, while Americans as a whole 
were strongly in favour of the legis¬ 
lation. The real problem for Clinton 
was the gun lobby’s political influ¬ 
ence among most Republicans and 
some Democrats. 

Alan Wolfe’s detailed 9urvey9 of 
middleclass American opinions did 
not encompass gun control. But 


Europe for most of the past two cen¬ 
turies. The end of the cold war, and 
the consequent departure of those 
United States and Russian troops 
who subjected the fractious Euro¬ 
pean tribes to adult supervision, 
required a new solution. The single 
currency is the means to bring about 
Thomas Mann’s dream of a Euro¬ 
peanised Germany, rather than a 
Germanised Europe. 

Kohl and Chirac celebrated the 
great euro-moment by heading to 
the court of the Mad Tsar for their 
first “troika 1 ’ summit with Boris 
Yeltsin. This idea had been dreamt 
up, to Kohl’s evident surprise and 
discomfiture, by Chirac and Yeltsin 
at last year’s Council of Europe 
meeting. The two men have known 
each other since the 1980s, when 
Chirac was mayor of Paris and 
Yeltsin ran Moscow. The troika was 
pointedly designed by Chirac to 
exclude Britain, and take that bump¬ 
tious Tony Blair down a peg or two. 
This may have been just as weft. 

Assuming, after Yeltsin sacked 
his entire government laBt week, 
that they were a pair of attendant 
lords fit to swell the scene for 
Yeltsin’s re-staging of King Lear, 
Kohl and Chirac found themselves 
conscripted Into Ozymandias-on- 
the-Volga. “Greater Europe, I would 
say, will in the future be. the domi¬ 
nant power," Yeltsin declared. “I 
would say that in the whole world 
there is not a bigger organisation 
than Europe with Russia." 


they did cover a whole range« 
other supposedly divisive and irrec¬ 
oncilable issues. The America that 
emerges is trying its best, conscita- 
tiously and practically, to apply pirn 
cipled but common-sense solutions ; 
to real-life modern problems, j 
Wolfe’s America is not a nation d 
zealots or maniacs. It is a nation of 
mostly hard-working, mostly virtu¬ 
ous, mostly realistic people who lh? 
in what ta, mostly, a good society. 

The words of one Jonesboro iff! 
dent after the schoolyard shootings 
— “We’re just enduring to the bfcl , 
of our ability" — were the hue | 
American middle-class vernacular. 1 
They were also, perhaps, a re j 
minder that, even if tighter gun 
control fails to prevent the aefi 
Jonesboro massacre, it would soil ^ 
be a principled, practical and popu¬ 
lar — yes, popular — response to ' 
America's unsolved internal arm* 
proliferation crisis._■ 

Washington Post, psfls 14 j 

An appalled Kohl, who coati. 
probably hear his mobile p!w*| 
already starting to ring with 
from Bill Clinton in Africa, qgj; 
intervened to stress that the troua j 
should not be seen as some w* 
anti-US venture. , I 

Germany has long been fij® I. 
sit uncomfortably on the fencej) j 
ing to be loyal to its US ally aw 
the Franco-German axis M 
rad Adenauer and General 
Gaulle established nearly 4W 
ago. The French do not make w, 
easy. Nor, now, do the ^ ] 

There are gambles enough In I 
EMU venture without . 

Yeltsin's invitation tp 
new geo-political challenges. JJ 
note how familiar the old coW 
contours start ^JooxruF -j. 

still suspicious of die 

and flirts for special relations _ | 
Russia, while Germany 
sure everybody. And if th ^ 
remain semi-detached 
Atlantic alliance, Britain 


semrauau 

far, so familiar. The dif 
is that Europe Is no JgWjd 
perous and democrabcJ^J^t 
the subservient oid Warsaw^, 
Europe has now staked its Jgj' 

acurr«icyfittoma^«S 

and rich enough,to rival 


T HE hillside town of Tlla lies 
in the heart of the Mexican 
badlands. It looks pretty from 
I a distance, set among banana 
groves, dominated by a church 
painted a red and yellow pastel. But 
Tila Is not a good place for foreign¬ 
ers, or Mexicans. The residents are 
unsmiling, harassment is frequent, 
a sense of menace constant On the 
road there, a local issued a threat: 
Ifyou go up to Tila, they’ll fuck you 
over." 

The town Is the stronghold of the 
biggest and most violent of the para¬ 
military groups in Mexico, called, 
with no sense of irony, Peace and 
Justice. Others operating in the 
! region include the Degolladores 
; lihe Behenders), the Red Mask and 
the Chinchulines (the Parasites). 

■ They collectively foim a ghost 
army, their very existence denied 
: by a Mexican government sensitive 
! m international opinion. Bui human 
rights nnd church groups tell n 
different story. Files record the 
ii-stimonies of thousands of victims 
*4 rape and kidnap, intimidation and 1 
reunion, murder and mayhem in 
'Hr slate of Chiapas. home to the 
Maya. 

ihe paramilitaries are o-niral to 
the Mexican government's strategy 
wrdefeating the Zapatistas, the gu*r- 
rilla movement championing indige¬ 
nes rights and led by the world’s 
!»>i Internet guerrilla leader. Sub- 
vniandame Marcos. Since 1995 
w has been a stand-off between 
* Mexican army and the Zapatis- 
!•*. Unable to confront them directly, 
ito- army has fought the war by 
l-rofy through the paramilitaries. 

In the town of San Cristobal the 
markets sell Marcos T-shirts, stick- 
r[s proclaiming “l Love Marcos", 
ind Che Guevara posters. The town 
attracts Vietnam vets, Basques and 
. ‘’•kajistic young Americans on 
j "Political reality tours" organised by 
I radical group Global Exchange, 
i In San Cristribal revolution can be 
1 in the villages a few hours’ 

| <mve away, isolated and vulnerable, 
.reality is harsh and ugly, caught 
I crossfire between the pnra- 
I tones and the Zapatistas, 

According to government fig- 
i 1 u l * easl 1 1’WQ people have fled 
oeir homes. At a temporary camp 
5 the displaced, north of San 
nyftbal. one of the victims. Maria, 
Points over the valley to the spot 
<£ere h * r brother was shot dead in 
^Ptember. She recalled how the 
Solitaries had attempted to 
t0 j°ln up but he had re- 
boasted to her after the 
1,3 next time you see your 
r brother he will be in a lovely box." 

in f ?, H . near by Acteal, 45 people, 
^ n 8 36, women and children, 


were massacred by paramilitaries on 
December 22. They were trapped in 
a gully as paramilitaries fired from 
above and below. 

Acteal received a lot of press 
attention, but the most dangerous 
area is around Tila, in the Zona 
Norte, where the murders are 
frequent, more than 200 in the last 
three yeara. A human rights worker 
described Zona Norte as “Acteal in 
slow motion". 

The residents of Tila are reluc¬ 
tant to discuss Peace and Justice. 


But the word goes out and the 
organisation’s chubby president, 
Marcos Albino Torres Lopez, turns 
up, smiling, insisting Peace and Jus¬ 
tice is an agriculture development 
agency: “You may have heard that 
Peace and Justice is violent. I want 
people to know that it is noL My 
message is against violence." 

He claimed his background was 
in agriculture and produced three 
small leaflets giving advice on 
organic compost, which he said 
were distributed to members. But 
he delivered his denials of violence 
with a stare that would have had 
Catholics asking for the last rites. 

Father Heriberto Cruz Vera, who 
lives in a state of siege in Tila and 


has survived several assassination 
attempts, laughed at the suggestion 
that Torres was non-violent: “That 
would be a conversion!" He noted 
that Torres had failed to mention he 
was ex-military. 

In Mexico City the official gov¬ 
ernment line is that violence has 
long been part of life in Chiapas and 
many of the deaths have nothing to 
do with politics but long-standing 
rivalries between villages, land 
disputes and religious divides. Such 
tensions did exist. But human rights 
workers claim the government and 
army deliberately exacerbate them 
as part of a divide-and-rule policy to 
contain the Zapatistas. 

The .evidence of collusion 
between the paramilitaries and the 
government is powerful. Villagers 
frequently report paramilitaries 
being ferried around in nrmy nnd 


police trucks. Evidence includes a 
letter hum government supjxirters 
in Tila requesting arms, uniforms 
and communications equipment. A 
copy of a $450,000 cheque from the 
government to Peace and Justice 
was also obtained: a lot of money for 
leaflets on organic compost. 

At an nrmy checkpoint in Chiapas 
last week. Marina Ramirez Jiminez, 
the director of the church- 
sponsored Fray Bartotome human 
rights centre, was asked for her 
name. She refused to give it, 
reminding the soldier that in 
Guatemala the army had passed on 
the names to the death squads. The 
soldier proudly replied: "We are not 
like the Guntemnlan army." She 
replied: “Yes, you are. You support 
the paramilitaries, the assassins." 
The soldier did not reply and 
walked away, 
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PM ‘helped Murdoch’ 
in Italian media bid 


Michael White 


T ONY Blair’s relationship with 
Rupert Murdoch was again 
under scrutiny last week after 
claims in the Italian media that the 
Prime Minister had intervened with 
Romano Prodi, his centre-left coun¬ 
terpart in Rome, to help Mr Mur¬ 
doch's BSkyB bid for the Berlusconi 
media empire, Mediaset. 

Without citing sources. La 
Stamps's stock market specialist, 
Ugo Bertone, described Mr Blair as 
“Murdoch’s sponsor" in the deal. 

Three years ago Mr Murdoch 
failed to buy a controlling interest in 
Mediaset, which would have given 
him up to 50 per cent of Italian TV 
advertising revenue and relieved 
Mr Berlusconi of the “conflict of 
interest" which dogged his brief 
premiership. A renewed Murdoch 
cuurtship ended last month when 
Mr Berlusconi said that family pres¬ 
sures — “heart reasons" — had pre¬ 
vailed. The fate of Mr Berlusconi's 
media holdings is an intensely politi¬ 
cal issue in Italy. Hie leader of the 
light wing opposition still has a 5U.ti 
per cent interest in the company 
that runs all three of Italy's biggest 
commercial channels. 

Mr Blair lias invested much diplo¬ 
matic time and skill in courting Mr 
Murdoch, who owns tile Sun and 
News of the World, plus Times 
Newspapers' two broadsheets. But 
Mr Blair's staff repeatedly told 
inquirers that "if asked, the Prime 
Minister would speak up for British 
firms. It would be odd if he did not." 
Although BSkyB is a British com¬ 


pany, its biggest shareholder is Mr 
Murdoch’s Australian vehicle. News 
Corporation, and Mr Murdoch is a 
naturalised United States citizen. 

Then, on Friday of last week, to 
the astonishment of MPs on both 
sides of the Commons, the media 
magnate confirmed that he had 
used information obtained through 
a telephone conversation that Mr 
Blair had with Mr Prodi to decide 
that it would not be worth the politi¬ 
cal trouble involved in pursuing Iris 
takeover plans. 

This prompted Tim Collins, a 
Tory MP, to demand a Commons 
statement from Mr Blair. “As over 
Bernie Ecclestone lihe Formula 
One bossl, if you do Labour a favour 
the Government will do a favour for 
you," said Mr Collins. 

Mr Murdoch revealed that Mr 
Blair had called him back two days 
after he had asked about Italian 
political reaction to his BSkyB bid 
for Mediaset. 

Informed sources said that the 
crucial exchange amounted to little 
more I tun a simple question from 
Mr Blair, in which the Prime Minis- 
ler said, in effect. "This Murdoch- 
Berlusconi filing, what about it?" Mr 
Prodi replied, "We'd ml her have an 
Italian firm" lake over Mediaset. 

'Hie prospect of Mr Murdoch 
moving into non-English European 
media has encouraged Blair's strate¬ 
gists to hope that it may soften his 
opposition to Britain joining the 
European single currency, it is the 
key issue on which the Sun 
switched from Tory to Labour be¬ 
fore the election. 


Short wins territorial battle 


A political tug of war over 

responsibility for Britain's 13 
remaining colonies has ended in vic¬ 
tory for the International Develop¬ 
ment Secretary, Clare Short, writes 
Lucy Ward. 

Ms Short's department has 
fended off a move by the Foreign 
Secretary, Robin Cook, to remove 
the dependencies from its control 
and place them under a new depart¬ 
ment headed by Foreign Office 
minister Baroness Symons. Ms 
Short was said to have "gone ballis¬ 
tic" in February after Mr Cook uni¬ 
laterally outlined the proposed 


arrangements in a speech to the 
chief ministers of the remaining 
dependencies, whose total popula¬ 
tion is 186.000. 

Under his plan, they would have 
become tile responsibility of a new 
UK overseas territories ministry, 
which would have become account¬ 
able to Parliament for the £50 million 
spent annually on the dependencies. 
Under a compromise largely in line 
with the arrangement sought by Ms 
Short, the dependencies will remain 
tile joint responsibility of the De¬ 
partment of International Develop¬ 
ment and the Foreign Office. 
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Labour plays safe on welfare 


David Brindle 
and Michael White 


M inisters this week start 

work nn filling yawning 
gaps in their plans to mod¬ 
ernise the welfare state, alter the 
long-awaited green paper on welfare 
reform last week emerged long on 
strategy but short on specifics. 

Although it had been made 
known in advance that the discus¬ 
sion document would not be de¬ 
tailed, it was all too apparent that 
some uf the toughest issues facing 
the Government have yet to be 
addressed. 

The green paper. New Ambitions 
For Our Country: A New Contract 
For Welfare, sets out a framework 
for recasting the welfare slate, 
largely unchanged for 50 years, on 
the principle of “work for those who 
can, security for those who cannot". 

It lays down principles for reform 
and lists measures by which to 
gauge change over the next 10 to 
20 years. However, the document 
leaves to further reviews many of 
the biggest questions: Will every¬ 
body be forced to pay into a second 
pension? How is the spiralling of the 
£12 billion housing benefit bill to be 
curbed? To what extent will people 
be responsible for their care costs in 
old age? How is the principle: of 


child maintenance in be rehabili¬ 
tated after the initial shambles uf 
the Child Support Agency? 

Opposition critics also charged 
dial lIn-re was little sign of the radi¬ 
cal ideas espoused piwinusly by 
Frank Field, minister lor wellari- re¬ 
form and the document’s principal 
author, who had suiiposcdly be«-n 
told by Tony Blair to "think the un¬ 
thinkable" on reform. 

Inin Duncan Smith, the Conserva¬ 
tive shadow social security secre¬ 
tary, branded the outcome a damp 
squib. He claimed Mr Field had lost 
a Whitehall turf battle with Gordon 
Brown — leaving his green paper a 
vacuous “series of missed opportu¬ 
nities" as the Chancellor closed 
down or pre-empted his more ambi¬ 
tious uptions. 

The Liberal Democrats echoed 
the complaint, suggesting that the 
conclusions of 10 months' work 
were “strong oil wortls and wor thy 
targets, but weak on action to tackle 
the causes of poverty and unem¬ 
ployment". 

However, all the signs were that 
the Government had deliberately 
erred on the side of caution. After 
the experience of last autumn’s 
backbench revolt over cuts In lone- 
parent benefits, the emphasis is on 
slow development of ideas and 
keeping interest groups on board. 


Tliis appi ' inch wa-. ctair in f |S i«u 
of disabiliiy benefit*. <mr ol ih»* fc - * 
areas where dir green pap r »i- 
specific. Although nriiristvr* pto 
much tougher eligibility le-i- u 
the main sickness and diMbilir- 
benefilN which together i-oslt-tM 
lion a year, they have dropped un 
popular proposal* l<> step 'J? 
ineans-lesling or convert 
the cash allowances into 
care services. 

But the pensioners' lobby m? 
alarmed at the green paper's lark i 
detail on pensions. Sally Grw 
gross, director general of Age C» 
cent, said: "Frank Field has 5» 
pensioners need a decent income a 
retirement, but he still has not aid 
what it should be. or how it wll br 
achieved." . 

'Hie green paper also stressed w 
need to tackle benefit fraud, 
target of a benefit crackdown 
be an estimated 20 million suepw; 
national insurance numbers 
and above the number jusUfiea q 


size of the workforce. 

{report by the Commons |J» 
ounts committee, published 
before the green paP^j 
led that 99 per cent of suspecw 
ising benefit 
ting away "scot free m 
6 million of taxpayers ca» 


■v vear. 


Blair’s bon mots prove a palpable hit in Paris 


SKETCH 

Simon Hoggart _ 

T HE Prime Minister walked 
informally up the path to the 
French national assembly last 
week. A military band, clearly 
unbriefed in the nuances of Cool 
Britannia, played "Land of Hope 
and Glory”. In Mr Blair’s new 
“real entente" they will be re¬ 
placed by the rock band Verve. 

His arrival had been big news 
in Paris, and scuffles broke out 
between the local press and 
British photographers jostling 
: for position. It must be very 
strange, wherever you go in pub- 
. He, to find your route lined by 
men bitting each other. 

I “You are lu Paris lei, not In 
Zimbabwe!” sold one French 
reporter. “Azz’ole! Azz’oleP 
• We trooped Into the Chamber. 


This Is a magnificent confection 
of gold and tapestries and 
murals and bas-reliefs and stat¬ 
ues and enough marble to de¬ 
nude every quarry in Italy — in 
short, It would make a perfect 
potting shed for Lord Irvine. 

The room is as vertiginous as 
an opera house. The President, 
or Speaker, M Fabius, sat on a 
throne about halfway up towards 
the dome. Mr Blair sat below 
him, gazing nervously up like a 
Victorian schoolboy in front of 
the dominie. 

Finally M Fabius finished 
speaking and Mr Blair mounted 
to the lectern. We wondered 
whether he would use his 
famous verbal twiddles, saying 
“I mean, voyezl” but apart from 
one "alors” he spoke with a 
clarity and directness he seems 
to find difficult at home. 

French politicians do pot go in 


for iokes, any more than British 
ministers wave pigs* bladders. 

So the jokes were welcome. He 
invoked Winston Churchill, who 
spoke French like a walrus with 
a speech impediment, perhaps 
deliberately. 

"Je vals voua parier en fran- 
Cais,” said Mr Blair, “Courage!” 
They laughed and applauded, 
and quite right, too — his 
French is 10 times better than 
any previous British leader. 

Then he described how, as a 
young man, he had worked in a 
Paris bar. Jacques Chirac had 
been the prime minister then. 
“He has also made progress — 
though a little less than me.” 
They loved that too. 

Then he said that in the bar it 
was a strict rule tiiat all tipB were 
put into a common pot. After a 
while he had realised he was the 
only waiter actually doing this! 


“It was ray first lesson in applied 
socialism.” 

The right suddenly realised that 
this was possibly the funniest 
thing they had ever heard in their 
lives. By the time he predicted 
the final of the World Cup 
(“Angleterre contre Ecosse”) 
they were cheering and whooping 
like Texans at a barbecue. 

From then on in it was com¬ 
petitive clapping between the 
two sides. When he got to the 
passage attacking dogma, and ' 
said that what counted was not ■ 
whether an economy was right or 
left, but whether it worked, the 
right’s cheers were aimed 
straight at the left. “A gauchiate? 
Huh, he’s one of ours!” they 
were saying. 

Then he got on to the Social > 
Exclusion Unit, and the left , . 
decided they could join in. Next! 
we were baric on the Bplrlt of i ; 
small business enterprise, and ; 
the right had nudged ahead. But 
then — who was joining him in a 


all business collftbort- 
t that old leftie, Lionet 
“Bravo!” someone 
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Army link to Ulster killings 


John Mullln 




S INN FEIN last weekend 
demanded a judicial inquiry 
into one of the murkiest 
controversies of the Troubles as 
fresh evidence emerged of army 
collusion with loyalist paramilitaries 
io the assassination of suspected 
IRA terrorists, 

The nationalist SDLP called for 
further investigation after the publi¬ 
cation of details from classified 
security force files indicating that 
the army agent Brian Nelson was 
involved in 15 murders, 15 at¬ 
tempted murders and 62 conspira¬ 
cies to murder. 

One Sinn Fein source said: "This 
is bigger now than Bloody Sunday. 
That was one incident, however hor¬ 
rific. This is a conspiracy over sev¬ 
eral years involving the political and 
military establishment. It is much 
more dangerous for the British ad¬ 
ministration." 

Mr Nelson alone was charged 


with offences arising from the af¬ 
fair, after consultation with Sir 
Patrick Mayhew. the then Attorney 
General. He was persuaded to plead 
guilty to five charges of conspiracy 
to murder, and there was no trial. 
He was jailed for 10 years and now 
lives in England. 

Military intelligence officers said 
the operation was intended to save 
lives, and they had passed to Special 
Branch the names of 217 people 
under threat. But an inquiry was 
able to establish that only two lives 
— one of them Gerry Adams's — 
were saved as a result. 

Mr Adams, Sinn Fein’s president, 
said that Sir Patrick's involvement in 
.a deal in which the murder charges 
were dropped raised questions 
about the involvement of the 
Thatcher and Major governments in 
an “illegal and murderous" strategy. 

Successive governments have 
denied claims that military intelli¬ 
gence was involved in murdering 
IRA members. The army said that 


the "serious" allegations were thor¬ 
oughly investigated. No charges 
were brought against its personnel. 

The allegations came only days 
after George Mitchell, the Northern 
Ireland peace talks chairman, 
attempted to slice through doubt, 
division and pessimism by setting 
April . 9 as the deadline for 
agreement. 

Mr Mitchell said that the parties 
will eat, sleep and negotiate five 
days a week at Stormont until the 
emergence of a deal which could 
end centuries of conflict. "The lime 
for discussion is over. It’s now time 
for decision," he said. 

Foot-dragging Unionists and na¬ 
tionalists who expected the informal 
April 9 deadline to be extended had 
a fire put under them by Senator 
Mitchell's bullish announcement. 

"The participants have been ne¬ 
gotiating for nearly two years. The 
participants know what needs to be 
done. It’s now time to do it." he said. 

"1 1 could be discussed for another 


two years or 20 years. But there has 
to be a decision and the only way to 
bring this to conclusion is to require 
a decision to be made." 

Ronnie Flanagan, the RUC Chief 
Constable, added fresh impetus by 
absolving the IRA leadership from 
recent violence, which threatened 
to cause the expulsion of Sinn Fein 
from the talks. 

He cleared the Provisional IRA of 
involvement in recent bombings 
anti hlamed two anti-peace process 
splinter groups. 

The Chief Constable pointed the 
finger at Continuity IRA and an 
unnamed group of dissidents who 
defected from the IRA last year, 
joining the organisation's former 
quartermaster. Both groups were 
blamed for recent attacks. 

IRA members were involved in 
February's killing of a Catholic man 
urn) had offered bomb-making 
expertise, but without the sanction 
of the IRA Leadership, he said. 

Had he said otherwise, Unionists 
would have accused the Nor tiler n 
Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam, of 
turning a blind eye for the sake of 
keeping Sinn Fein in the talks. 
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J ust here for the crate of beer 


S? r C l hfl ?, a,rea riy been to the 
befor*. a® Old Sudbury 

!Wn r ° p J ,!n ® ,n at fre Rover’s 
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5 lb P >h “ n . Devon, 

•' three viaita by the 

; Premies In . 

* \ JSnSL amountB to a 

this was her 
) Iklu!? to an inn. ■ 

*is h re,evant experience 

^gbly exposed. For ope 


thing, the monarch did not order 
chicken In the basket at the 
16th century hostelry $ she did; 
not play a game of darts; worst of 
all, she did not order a drink. 

But the Queen did get one 
piece of etiquette right when she. 
accepted, a carry-out for her 
husband: a 12-bottle case of 
limited edition, beer, brewed to 
mark the pub’s 101 years in the . 
same family. 
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British Jews snub Cook 


Madeleine Bunting 
and Ian Black 


B RITAIN'S Jewish community 
has snubbed the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. Robin Cook, mid withdrawn an 
invitation for him to be guest of hon¬ 
our at an annual fund-raising (linnet . 

The Board of Jewish Deputies 
had asked Mr Cook to address their 
annual president's dinner in May. 
but before lie replied, the invitation 
was withdrawn and the dinner post¬ 
poned until the end of the year. 

Senior members of the board 
have admitted that they are con¬ 
cerned that Jewish feeling against 
the Foreign Secretary is running so 
high that there could he a boycott of 
the dinner — the board's biggest 
fund-raising event. 

Eldred Tabnchnik, the president, 
said: “Considering the strength of 
feeling in the community, we did not 
think we should have him at our 
dinner. Hopefully, we will be ahle to 
ask him later, when tilings have 
cooled down." 

Mr Cook infuriated Israel's prime 
minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, last 
month by meeting a Palestinian offi¬ 
cial at the disputed Har Homa settle¬ 
ment on occupied Arab territory in 
East Jerusalem. 


Bui the Foreign Secretary was 
bucked by Tony Blair and remains 
umv|H-nimu, insisting hr wauled to 
underline British mill Kl 1 opposition 
to Jewish settlement in occupied 
territory and to repair some of lh»- 
damage done to Britain by its sii|j- 
puri lor the United Mates over Iraq. 

A spokesman insisted the can¬ 
celled dinner was not a snub and 
was due to other diplomats being 
unable to attend. Rut lie added: 
“There is widespread disquiet over 
a perceived bias in the European 
Union, and in Britain, against Israel 
in the Middle East peace process, 
after Mr Cook's visit to Har Homa.” 

Meanwhile Mr Blair is to make 
an unprecedented gesture of British 
support for an independent Palestin¬ 
ian state by staying overnight in 
Gaza this month to balance an 
overnight stay in Israel. He will be 
the first nHtional leader to do so. 

• Whitehall is hoarding nearly 
£2 million worth of assets seized 
from victims of the Nazis. Figures 
hidden in government accounts con¬ 
tradict the impression given by minis¬ 
ters that none of the assets in Britain 
— taken from individuals in Nazi- 
occupied countries — remained. 
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Racist teams face ban 


John Duncan 


R ACIST teams will be banned 
from council, soccer pitches 
under proposals presented to the 
Sports Minister, Tony Banks, by the 
Football Task Force this week. 

The report, one of a series coni: 
missioned by the Government last 
July, found disturbing evidence that 
while racism at professional levels 
has .diminished, the problem re- 
■ mains deep rooted at local level. 

• Tlie Football Task Force has 
heard evidence from supporters, 
players, administrators and officials. 
since it was set up .under the chair¬ 
manship of David Meilor in July 
1997 and.will produce reports on 
topics including commercialism, 
i disabled access, ticketing and. mer-. 
ichand ising. . , , 

! .The threat of racism is a power¬ 
ful .deterrent to black and Asian 
people ,and .particularly, young 


people playing organised football," 
the report says. “It can have a detri¬ 
mental effect on a player's 
performance and persuade some to 
give up die game altogether." 

“Tlie report has come at the right 
lime," said Wimbledon footballer 
Robbie Earle. "Racism is still a seri¬ 
ous problem and there is no place 
for it in the modern game.. A lot of 
time and effort has gone into this 
far-reaching report which hopefully 
will set the standards for players 
and supporters.' 1 . 1 . I 

Football and rugby league I 
authorities launched Inquiries into a 
weekend of spectator violence in - 
which one fan died and three refer- | 
eea were threatened with assault by ' 
Ifans. The worst incident carpe ,at 
! Gillingham, Kent, where . Fulham 
fan Matthew Fox, aged 24. waa 
killed In a fight outside the ground. 
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In Brief 


F OETUSES can hear and re¬ 
member sounds in the womb 
at 20 weeks after conception, 
according to research which 
ignited a row between the pro- 
and anti-abortion lobbies. 


T HE inquiry into the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence, who 
was stabbed to death in a racist 
uttack by white youths in south¬ 
east London in 1993, reopened 
after the family withdrew allega¬ 
tions that the chairman, Sir 
William Macpherson, whs 
racially insensitive. 


B RITAIN has signalled u 
tough new policy on foreign 
Islamic militants by refusing to 
allow a group of Egyptians 
allegedly linked to terrorism to 
nttend a conference In Loudon. 


M ARY ALLEN, chief executive 
of the Royal Opera House, 
has resigned after months of 
pressure and spec ulstion. 


N EW FIGURES show I he I 
fenmlc population of prisons i 
in England and Wales, standing ' 
al B.05M, to be ul i(s highest I 
level since 1 IK) 5. j 


T HE Christian Brothers, who 
have taught an estimated 
half a million hoys in (he past 40 
years in both Northern Ireland 
and die Irish Republic, issued 
an unprecedented apology to 
hundreds afyoung men sexually 
and physically abused at its 
schools and orphmiages. 


J AMES FERMAN,veteran 
director of the British Board 
of Film Classification and target 
of much uf the opprobrium of 
pro -censorship groups, has quit 
after 23 years in the post. 


A PLANE carrying the Leeds 
United football team home 
after their game against West 
Ham crash-landed atStansted 
airport in Essex after an engine 
burst Into flames during take-off. 
No one was seriously hurt. 


T HE Government has added 
the basking shark to the list 
of species with safeguards under 
the 1981 Wildlife and Country¬ 
side Act. Bluebells, scores of 
other native plants, water voles 
and the freshwater pearl mussel, 
have been also added to the list. 


E VERY four-yeor-oldwill have 
access to a a free place In 
either a nursery, playgroup or 
school by the start of the aca¬ 
demic year in September, the 
Government announced. 


G ARY GUTTER, the glam 
rock star, aged 53, has been 
' charged with 50 offences of . 
child pornography. 


J OANLESTOR,the Impas¬ 
sioned politician who I 

symbolised Labour.idealism for 
! a generation* haa died at the age = 
'.of 00. ' Obituary, page 24 
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Prescott promises London a mayor by 2000 


Ewen MacAsklll _ 

T HE Government last week 
unveiled its plan for an author¬ 
ity to replace the Greater 
London Council abolished by 
Baroness Thatcher 12 years ago. 

The Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, described the plan as 
offering a radical institution "to give 
London the means to solve Its prob¬ 
lems and maximise its potential”. 
London will for the first time have a 
directly-elected mayor, as do some 
other major cities around the world. 

Former GLC chairman and left- 
wing Labour MP Ken Livingstone 
threw his hat into the ring last 
week. Broadcaster Trevor Phillips 
and transport minister Glenda Jack- 
son may be enlisted by the Labour 
leadership to stop him. The bookies' 
favourite, Lord Archer, may be chal¬ 
lenged by former Hong Kong 


Government 
dampens 
anthrax scare 


Richard Norton-lfeylor 
and Ian Black 


T HE Government last week was 
forced into an embarrassing 
retreat from its official warning, 
endorsed by Tony Blair, that Iraqi 
agents were plotting to smuggle 
chemical and biological weapons 
into Britain. 

The Home Secretary, jack Straw, 
insisted there was “no specific 1 
threat" to Britain, “no evidence to 
indicate that any attempt has been 
made to smuggle anthrax into this 
country", or (hnt such an attempt 
“might be in prospect", he told the 
House of Commons. 

His attempt to allay fears, pro¬ 
voked by publication of an all-ports 
alert to Customs, police Special 
Branch and Ministry of Defence of- 
ficers, was in stark contrast to previ¬ 
ous remarks by Mr Blair. 

The Prime Minister had said in¬ 
formation which prompted the alert 
showed the need for Britain to re¬ 
main "eternally vigilant” with Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. 

Mr Blair has taken a particularly 
bellicose line against the Iraqi dicta¬ 
tor, notably during the crisis over 
UN weapons inspectors, which was 
expected to lead to military action. 

. Embarrassed officials Insisted 
that the warning — which surfaced 
in the Sun newspaper — was not a 
new anti-Iraqi propaganda initiative 
but an apparently random leak of nn 
internal security memo. 

Whitehall sources said the memo 
was outdated and probably origi¬ 
nated in the period about sue weeks 

I ago when US and British air strikes 
j against Iraq were looking likely be¬ 
cause of the failure to resolve the 
i stand off over LIN weapons inspec¬ 
tions. There was no information to 
suggest Iraq was contemplating a 
terrorist campaign against Western 
targets, the sources said. 

The reports came in the wake of a 
government propaganda campaign 
unprecedented since the end of the 
cold war. Official briefings and 
leaks from Whitehall about die fraqi 
regime increased as the crisis over 
UN weapons inspectors escalated in 
February with the prospect of mili¬ 
tary action getting closer and the 
Government sensing a lack of popu¬ 
lar support for bombing. 


governor Chris Patten and ex¬ 
transport minister Steven Norris 
from the Tory ranks. 

The Labour leadership is openly 
hostile to the idea a leftwinger like 
Mr Livingstone in charge of the cap¬ 
ital. In return, he remains critical of 
tile Government's plans. Mr Living¬ 
stone's concern is that a directly- 
elected mayor will not be 
sufficiently accountable without a 
strong assembly. He also wants the 
new body to have direct tax-raising 
powers. 

The intention is to have the new 
mayor in place by 2000, provided 
London voters back the Idea in a 
referendum on May 7, the same day 
as local elections. In addition to a 
mayor, there will be an assembly of 
25 members. 

The authority will have responsi¬ 
bility for a new Metropolitan police 
authority and a new fire and emer¬ 


gency authority, as well as for Lon¬ 
don’s transport, environment, 
tourism, culture and sport. The 
mayor and the assembly will formu¬ 
late a strategic overview for the 
capital, and will have a budget of 
£3.3 billion a year to work with. 

In general the mayor will propose 
and the assembly will scrutinise; a 
simple majority in the assembly will 
be sufficient to amend the mayor's 
annual budget. London’s borough 
councils will continue with their 
many functions. 

A new London development 
agency will implement the mayor's 
economic and regeneration strat¬ 
egy, with powers to attract invest¬ 
ment, create jobs and tackle 
rundown areas. The aim is eventu¬ 
ally to have such regional agencies 
throughout England. 

The mayor will be elected by a 
supplementary vote system. Voters 


indicate a first and a second choice; 
if no one wins outright with 50 per 
cent, ail the candidates except the 
top two are eliminated, and the 
second preferences are transferred 
to the remaining two. hopefully 
producing a clear winner. 

A form of proportional represen¬ 
tation, the additional member sys¬ 
tem, will be used to elect the 
assembly. Fourteen boroughs will 
elect members on the first-past- 
the-post system, to be topped up 
with a further LI members selected 
In proportion to parties’ share of the 
overall vote. The election would be 
either in autumn next year or spring 
2000. 

The cost of setting up the Greater 
London Authority would be £20 mil¬ 
lion. The running co9t is also esti¬ 
mated at £20 million a year, the 
equivalent of 3p a week on an aver¬ 
age family's council tax bill. 


Francisco 
killer named 



Legal threat to Hague’s Tory reforms 


Michael White _ 

W ILLIAM HAGUE'S new Con¬ 
servative party constitution is 
vulnerable to legal challenge once 
his Fresh Future reforms begin to 
bite on grassroot activists, the Tbry 
leadership was warned ■ last 
weekend. 

When 1,500 supporters met for 
their spring council in Harrogate. 
Mr Hague won overwhelming en¬ 
dorsement for his declared determi¬ 
nation to unite his party behind 
tough, Thatcherish leadership. 

“That is what I am paid to do, 
what I was elected to do. I am going 
to lead," he told them, after pledg¬ 
ing a startlingly ambitious goal of 
doubling the 300,OOO-sfrong party 
membership In two years, with half 
the targeted new members younger 
than himself. 

The 37-year-old leader won ap¬ 
plause for his invocation of One 
Nation Toryism to bind up the 
wounds after their election mas¬ 
sacre — despite his refusal to aban¬ 
don one of the most divisive policy 
issues, his "not for 10 years" policy 
on the European single currency. 


Mr Hague wants to get away from 
narrow economic issues, 

He contrasted his party’s return to 
first principles in tile wake of defeat 
with New Labour’s “suppression" of 
its own and said Labour was now led 
“by men who lack even the courage 
of other people’s convictions". 

But a shadow was left over Mr 
Hague’s restructuring. Warnings 
were given by veteran “pro- 
democracy" Tory activists that the 
new constitution would not only 
prove authoritarian in practice, but 
open to legal attack by future 
dissidents. 

After a debate, rebels in the Char¬ 
ter Movement and the Conservative 
Democratic Movement won 25 per 
cent of the vote In Harrogate for an 
amendment which would have post¬ 
poned formal abolition of the 130- 
year-old Conservative National 
Union until their annual conference 
in October. Crucially, it would also' 
have allowed more time to* debate 
the . implication's of Lhe- riew’ 
constitution. . ' 

In a ballot of 300,000 party mem¬ 
bers, the Harrogate session heard 
that 110,165 voted for Mr Hague’s 


reform package, Including a sum¬ 
mary of the new constitution and a 
mass franchise for picking future 
leaders. Just 4,425 members voted 
against. 

Mr Hague called it a victory for 
"the most radical reforms in our 
party's history". But critics like Eric 
Chalker and Michael Normington 
argued that the constitution would 
prove to be a top-down system, "a 
mixture of Blairism and Asda" — a 
reference to Archie Norman, MP, 
the Asda supermarket chief turned 
key Hague aide. Like Tony Blair, 
'Mr Hague was appealing over the 
heads of party activists to ordinary 
'members, they told the activists, 
'and gaining more power for himself, 
i The critifcs, who conceded they 
had been given a fair hearing, also 
said that, on such a low turnout, a 
future legal action would stand a 
high chance of persuading a judge 
-that- the 79-page constitution had 
I never been properly authorised, 
i Labour’s plans to have political 
parties registered with an electoral 
commission, 'as part of its drive 
against sleaze, could also add to 
Tory problems. 


A MAN named by a High C«n 
judge in a landmark ruling hit 
week as the murderer of a Mam r 
gynaecologist could still escape i 
criminal trial unless new evidenced 
uncovered. 

In a unique hearing, the family ei 
Joan Francisco won their case for 
damages against Tony Diedrick, the I 
former boyfriend they say kflW 
her, even though he has neverbetu 
prosecuted in a criminal court 
But Mr Justice Alliott based his 
judgment on the civil rather than 
criminal standard of proof that re¬ 
quires the case to be proved only on ! 
the balance of probabilities rather 1 
than beyond reasonable doubt. '! 

Last week the MetropoEian ; 
police, who arrested Diedrick in 
March 1995 but released him with¬ 
out charge on the grounds that • 
there was insufficient evidence, said f 
no decision had been taken os 
whether to submit a new report h 
the Crown Prosecution Service. 

The family’s solicitor, Ta/ Ran 
warned they would seek a judici i 
review in the High Court iferimin. 
ehnrges were not brought .*»•' 
Diedrick. 

Mr Justice Alliott said. "This i* - i 
dreadful judgment to have to pfc* ; 
on any man and not one which I ■ 
have come to without the most an>. | 
iuus consideration. I find the ' 
and battery alleged, in efiitf * r 
murder, to have been proved.' 

Dr Francisco, aged 27. was >irtf 
gled nl her flat in north London.<•» 
December 26. !‘*M. Her family to- 
always alleged the killer «• 
Diedrick, who stalked the gy"**” 
legist for months before her death 
The family will now pursue ton , 
damages claim, limited to 
against Diedrick, at the High uwri 


Anger at jail 
boss’s gaffe 

T HE director general of Ito 
prison service faced caUsW 
his resignation last weekrfWj 
claimed physiological differ# 
meant black people were mo 
likely to suffocate when restra^ 
by warders than those who 
white, writes Sarah Hall 

Richard TUfs commented 

after an inquest ruled thatA^ 
black man to die In P ris0 " 


after an inquest riueu «««»- 
Manning, aged 33 —- * e ^ 
black man to die In P ri80 "S 
under restraint between Ort* 
and December . 

unlawfully killed at the pri*™ 

run B lackech urst jail i to 
December 1095, aftor«P; 

In a neck hold In contravaiO 
of prison service regulatio ■ 
Seven warders weresuap 
after last week’s verdict. 
Following the verdict» * 

told BBC television tfiatstx® 

the seven people who ha^, 

in prisons while ***"£ 
since 1992 were black, 

seventh being of mixed race. 

That htid prompted Priso^ 

service research which ^ 

shown that “A£ro;CaHbb^ 

people are more lM' 
positional asphyxia than 

^te'r MrTiltdaldt 
extremely sorry If 
caused any offenre-v,^ 
clearly a very compw»»^> 
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Israel in need 
of frank friends 

T HERE was room at the ion in Gaza last week 
for the United Nations secretary-general, Kofi 
Annan. And this month the British Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, will also spend a night enjoying Yasser 
Arafetfo hospitality after visiting Israel. Bedding 
down in Palestinian territory should not be an 
issue: a visit is the same whether by night or day. 
But no nadonal leader has done it before, and it 
symbolises an effort to maintain a balanced atti¬ 
tude towards Israel and the Palestinians which the 
administration of Binyamin Netanyahu finds so 
hard to accept. 

It took two sides to reach the Oslo agreement 
five years ago, and by and large the outside world 
recognised to an equal degree the efforts made by 
the Israelis and by the Palestinians. What has 
hardened since then is not the attitude of the inter¬ 
national community but the position of the Israeli 
government. This Is as obvious as it is sad, and it 
is as much so for most friends of Israel as for those 
who are more sympathetic to the Palestinian 
cause. Both communities have suffered visibly as 
a consequence: the Palestinians have suffered 
from economic isolation and a poverty which has 
worsened rather than ameliorated. The Israelis 
have suffered from terrorist attacks and the fears 
that they arouse. But Israelis and Palestinians 
alike have been wounded more deeply as opti¬ 
mism shifts to pessimism, and as a fragile goodwill 
is poisoned at Its source. 

This is tiie context in which Mr Annan felt 
obliged to deliver what he called “the most difficult 
message” of his visit Part of his message was an 
acknowledgement — which no previous secretary- 
general could have made — that Israel has been 
the target historically of one-sided condemnation 
in the UN. But the core of Mr Annan’s remarks 
was thia: the great mass of world opinion, includ¬ 
ing many countries sympathetic to Israel, gen- , 
uinely believes that Israel la responsible, directly | 
or indirectly, “for provocative acts that undermine 
goodwill and spark hostilities". It believes that 
Israel has disobeyed the UN Security Council and 
dodged the Oslo agreements — and that in doing 
so it does a great disservice to Its own cause. 

Is It wise or helpful to speak bluntly in this way 
— however true the message may be? One strong 
argument in favour of doing so is simply that it 
give a at least a wisp of encouragement to the 
Palestinians. This is not a matter of sentiment: if 
their community loses hope altogether, then a sig¬ 
nificant section of It will turn or return to violence. 
Responsible members of Mr Arafatfe team are pri¬ 
vately amazed, and relieved, that it has not hap¬ 
pened yet As for Mr Netanyahu, private appeals to 
him and soft persuasion from the one country with 
indisputable leverage — the United States — have 
failed to avert what Mr Annan called a “crisis of 
confidence". Those Interlocutors with less direct 
power (but who are listened to closely in 
Washington) may play a more useful role by speak¬ 
ing out loud. 

Mr Netanyahu la apparently now seeking to pre¬ 
empt the much-talked of US proposal for the next 
stage of Israeli withdrawal — 13.1 per cent of West 
Bank territory — by his own counter-proposal. 
Both plans will deliver far less than was promised 
and foil to provide for a further stage of with¬ 
drawal. But the issue is overshadowed by a more 
fundamental question: does the “road map" set 
out in the Oslo agreement still mean anything? If 
tiie answer is no, then that is very bad news for 
both sides. There will be little to celebrate this 
month on the 50th anniversary of Israeli indepen¬ 
dence if there is no way forward in sight. Mr 
Annan has delivered the advice that should be ex¬ 
pected of a critical friend: Mr Blair is signalling his 
intention to do the same. In a crisis, there is an 
extra value in speaking frankly. 


Jewish assets 
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I *^HIS week British ministers were expected to at- 
I I tempt to heal a wound that has hurt for more 
[ than SO years. The Government was due to issue a 
report on the vexed business of “ex-enemy prop¬ 
erty”—the assets of refugees from Nazism, most of 
them Jews, who regarded Britain as a safe place to 
put tiiefr money. Except that their money was not 


safe. First it was frozen, along with “enemy assets”, 
by the UK Treasury- Then much of it was handed 
over to British companies to compensate them for 
the losses they had incurred abroad, whether by 
Nazi occupation or communist takeover. In other 
words, Jews who had lost everything could not even 
claim the money that was theirs; instead they were 
made to pay for the skis of their persecutors. 

Later this week the Department of Trade and 
Industry is expected to announce the 
Government’s proposals to make amends — not 
just for the diversion of assets, but also for the post¬ 
war rules which made it near impossible for 
Holocaust victims to reclaim their savings. Records 
show the unclaimed cash could run into the hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars in today’s money. 

The likeliest plan is a compensation fund of about 
$3.3 million to repay the survivors of Nazism. If 
tills is what the Government suggests, it will be a 
grave disappointment For one thing, the sum of 
money is paltry — a fraction of the estimated £60 
million deposited in Britain at 1945 prices. For 
another, Jewish groups say they are not interested 
in “compensation", a “hardship fund" or a “ges¬ 
ture”. Such a move would mias the point: these 
claimants are not a charity case — the money be¬ 
longs to them. 

More deeply, if the Government takes this route 
it will be dodging what, in some ways, is the key 
purpose of the exercise: feeing up to the conduct of 
its predecessors two generations ago. It is tills 
reckoning with the past that activists say they want 
most Of course the pressures of war and post-war 
reconstruction meant ethical corners had to be 
cut: but now, 50 years on, it is surely time for 
every nation to recognise and admit what they did. 
Britain's record is better than most: we fought tiie 
Nazis to defeat and we took in a modest number of 
Jewish refugees. But now Britain risks being alone 
in refusing to address its pa9t; even the Swiss took 
steps to make amends last week. If London were 
to follow the lead set by Washington — which is 
said to be establishing a 20-person commission on 
die linked questions of wartime assets, gold and 
art treasures — it would help that immediate 
process and a graver one» too: the reckoning with 
tiie darkest period in the century’s history. 

A red card to 
football racism 

R ACISM, as this week’s well argued report from 
the Football Task Force notes, i9 not of foot¬ 
ball’s making, it is society’s problem, but die re¬ 
port seta out powerful reasons why Britain's 
national game should be more rigorous in facing 
the challenge of racism. Football’s capacity to unite 
people surpasses all other sports in Britain, but so 
does Its power to divide, it has become so Intrinsic 
to national life that the people who feel unable to 
take part as supporters or players feel an even 
greater sense of exclusion. Yet even though black 
footballers now account for 15 per cent of profes¬ 
sional players, the proportion of black and Asian 
spectators attending Premier League games la a 
mere 1 per cent Worse still, the number of black 
supporters is actually dropping. In a passage 
which should be placed in every club room, the 
task force concludes: “For a game often accused of 
taking more than it gives, the value of work by foot¬ 
ball to ’put something back into society* cannot be 
overstated.” 

The problem has much deeper roots than the 
Premiership. The report notes the absence of a 
single Asian professional footballer at thfe top level 
— or even one black face on the 92-member 
Football Association council —■ but “kicking 
racism out of football” has to embrace the entire 
sport. Progress is already being made towards 
eliminating racism from the professional game, 
but it is still rampant in junior sections on local 
parks — so rampant that Asian footballers have set 
up their own leagues. 

The reform package begins at the bottom — with 
a call on local authorities to exclude local clubs 
with a record of racist incidents from council- 
owned fields — and goes right up to die top with de¬ 
tailed recommendations on stewards’ training, the 
introduction of anti-racist pledges in all contracts, 
and an instruction to referees for an immediate red 
card for any racist comments on the field of play. 

Will it succeed? There are sound reasons \rity It is 
in the self-interest of clubs to react equally posi¬ 
tively. Widening the pool of plqyers would raise stan¬ 
dards, while increasing public support would fill an 
another gaping hole: urgently needed extra cash. 


Little Rock seems 
closer than Calais 




Peter Preston 

P LUCK one damned thing after 
another from the events of the 
last week and ask yourself the 
questions that the English (espe¬ 
cially) never ask. What kind of coun¬ 
try are we living in? We have a 
Minister of Culture. What culture? 
We believe that there is such a thing 
as society. What society? 

Take a single week of damned 
things. The Oscars begin it, and are 
universally reported with gushy rev¬ 
erence. America’s Academy of Mo¬ 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences — 
grey, anonymous, calculating — is 
yet again the ultimate arbiter of our 
cinematic fate. Four Britons are 
nominated for the best actress 
award, but are left with only a sport¬ 
ing smile and a rush of cleavage to 
keep them warm. The sole British 
Oscar-winner, the music-maker 
from The Full Monty, is suddenly a 
national heroine. 

Bill Clinton, pavilioned in weighty 
editorials, discovers Africa, and 
lands in one former British colony 
(Ghana) before heading for another 
(Botswana). He gets red carpetings 
beyond the Queen's imaginings. 
Meanwhile the Ulster peace 
“process" isn’t proceeding. Senator 
George Mitchell, the master of the 
non-revels, looks glum. Plans for a 
London mayoralty inspired by 
Rough Rudy, the mayor of New 
York, are duly unveiled. 

Then we switch on the BBC 
j news. Two little boys have shot four 
little girls and their teacher in a 
school playground. Tiie British 
Broadcasting Corporation leads its 
bulletins on the horror throughout 
the day. the British press hacks 
down a few more forests. Where 
was this playground? Acton, Ac¬ 
crington. Aberdeen? No; Arkansas. 

Golly, things have to get cheerier 
after that. They do. Tiie stars of 
Friends are in London to make an 
episode. Matt and Matthew go to a 
Soho nightclub where a blonde lap 
dancer called Lee lliinks they liked 
hen “I could feel Matt watching me. 
He seemed mesmerised.” 

Meanwhile, a few miles across 
town, the Times ceremonially dumps 
Tony Blair in the mire. Yip, he did go 
running to the Italian prime minister 
over Rupert Murdoch's bid for the 
Berlusconi empire. Alastair Cani|> 
bell may be obfuscating away, but 
the Murdoch men In America have 
lost their coyness. Ouch! Better con¬ 
centrate, perhaps, on Frank Field’s 
“Welfare to Worit”, in the footsteps of 
Bill and Hillary. 

And the ironies continue. This 
tapestry unfolds in the week that 11 
of our European partners sign up for 
EMU. That raises scant excitement 
Who cares, when the kids and 
moms of Jonesboro are weeping? 

Nor are these events, and the re¬ 
actions to them, shallow or random. 
The Oscars are assumed to define 
national success and failure. British 
media coverage hits exactly the 
tone you'd expect from the local 
Texan press and TV. Dallas girl 
wears stunning red dress to the 
party. Austin actress misses ouL 
Houston tune8mith triumphs. Local 
headlines; local assumptions. 

We don’t notice the difference 
any longer. If Matt Le Blanc had 
watched a lap dancer in Abilene, the 
squawkings would have been die 
same. Our measurement of our cen- 
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tre of gravity has changed utterly. [ 
The assumption that we are just & JA. 
other part of the Greater American ^ 
Empire is implicit, unquestioned. 

Yet pause over Jonesboro, be¬ 
cause the signal are also curiously 
contused. If two berserk boys rift 
an armoury had loosed oft io 
Toulouse or TYoyes, would the 
papers have cleared their front pages 
and British broadcasters re-ordered 
their newca9ts? Surely noL The talr 
would have been there for a whfle. 
but with nothing like the resonant 
hysteria. The moms and dads would 
have spoken that funny Blair to 
guage. There would have been do 
simple echoes of Dunblane or Jamk 
Bulger, no video nasties to reigniie 
that old debate. For Arkansas, 
Britain might as well be on (he other 
side of the Moon. But for Brink 
Jonesboro gets treated like Tootiof ; 1 
or Tottenham. 

This is more than odd. It begins 
to grow choking. The relevance ot 
Jonesboro — if it has any relevance 
— is that, politically, it truly come? 
from another world. Nothing. 
nothing, will be done about the mur¬ 
der and the mayhem in America* 
armed ami dangerous society. For , 
all the tears and the wailing? 1 
nobody will turn in a gun or pronmV 
gale a new law. The crackdown hw 
after Dunblane would be blankly 
impossible there. ■ 

Thus the torrent of articles exam- ; 
in mg America's obsession with the . 
gun: but barely a trickle making th* ; 
fundamental connection which lb 
beyond. The United Slates is not a 
society like ours, peopled by nvo 
and women like us. It is a deeply lor- ^ 
eign land, and — in that sen* " i 
deeply alien. 

1 MAKE no value judgments he* 1 
find fascination and inspiration** 
the Statue of liberty hoves int*.' 
view. Blit what I don't find is a cou» j 
try which, in most of its instiwtt 
reminds me of Britain — only 
ersatz UK mocked up on the MU , 
back-lot and peddled wholesale a ; 
though it were the real thing • 
The Government doesn l sewni , 
sense that divide. Mr oiar.|. 
bizarrely, doesn’t see the canyw . 
understanding which yawns - 
tween his cosyings with Clinton « 
his visionary chats to die 
Assembly. He doesn’t < realise^! 
there has to be a choice, how^| 
benign. He comprehends, peuw, 
to excess, the visceral trad^ 
which grip old Ireland, y^gi 
define the essence of being 
at the end of the 20th < ce ^ r ^ | ^ i 
Is that an issue, in theJjjg: 
sense? Barely: we just go atoti A 
tiie ride without thinking. ^ 
nate against the oppressive ^ 
cultures of Europe, arnvtagto j 

nude us of our nationhood,^ 

out the Dags for Oscar nondn^ 

sitcomstars-Webangon^; 
sovereignty, but turn ove ^ 

eignty of a chunk of GB ^ 
annuated US Senator. Th 
Little Rock seems closer . 

Well, it’s all the same 
Isn’t it? Ours, ^eire,I 

imperialism of convenien ■ ^ . J 

guage of mass ^. moriea,^ , 

Internet There in no neea_ j 

like the French or ^ # fj 
Our tongue is the ^ 

Other things, though, ft 

winning. Other P^ ce L ir ijttle({^ f ; 
And it shoiddn t*J f 0 

girls In a playgroundtoteu^^> -.- 


COMMENT 

Jim Hoagland _ 

I T IS by now a matter of habit: 
Returning to health and office, 
Boris Yeltsin reaches out and 
fires someone to show that he is 
back and in charge. No big deal, the 
White House and the State Depart¬ 
ment rushed to proclaim last week 
when Yeltsin unexpectedly dumped 
Ida Cabinet. That's Boris, President 
Clinton seemed to shrug from 
Africa. 

Hut that’s the problem. It is Boris 
and nothing else. There was not a 
scintilla of national strategy in the 
wholesale dismissals. There was no 
sense- even of healthy panic or of ag¬ 
onizing reappraisal. There was only 
Boris’s mood of the moment, and 
his determination not to go in any 
one direction for very long. 

Russia today is governed by 
whim. Yeltsin has converted his 
admirable democratic re-election as 
Russia's president two years ago 
into a shambling, unpredictable 
autocracy where he functions as a 
1 modern czar. Even those who have 
! worked closely with him since he 
| smashed the Soviet Union at the 
beginning of this decade cannot 
i predict when and how his next 
i lurch will come. 

His most faithful retainer, Prime 
Minister Yiktor Chernomyrdin, 

| to have had little if any warn- 
I kg that he was about to be sacked 
ud denounced for having done 
, “JjWnif wore than carrying out 
i Yeltsin's episodic, vague orders. 

I The recent word from Moscow 
j " as that some key figures in the fi¬ 
nancial oligarchy that will control 
Ute (low of campaign funds for the 
presidential election in 2000 had 
moved into Chernomyrdin’s camp, 
tnernomyrdln also seemed to be 
gaining the upper hand in the 
^ u pJ e for Influence witli Anatoly 
Ghubais, the abrasive economic 


i mm. 



'Who knows why?’ There was no 
last week. 'Personal loyalty is the 

theorist who floats in and out of 
Yeltsin’s favor. These developments 
may have been factors in the gov¬ 
ernment shake-up. Yeltsin has a pat¬ 
tern of knocking down any political 
ally wlio Beems to be acquiring an 
Independent base. Chernomyrdin's 
once unparalleled skills at self- 
effacement had slipped recently. 

Or Yeltsin may have simply tired 
of refereeing Chernomyrdin vs. 
Chubais and deep-sixed both to get 
a little peace. In Yeltsin’s Russia. It 
could be that simple. That's why you 
can't permanently count out either 
Chernomyrdin or Chubais — un¬ 
less of course Yeltsin decides this Is 
curtains for either, or for both. 

The reassuring guidance offered 
by the Clinton administration, 
which suggests that these changes 


evidence of national strategy in Yeltsin's decision to sack his Cabinet 
only criterion important to him,’ said one ex-ally photo- 'jikh^il metzki 


do not amount to much, is mis¬ 
guided. Such abrupt changes under¬ 
mine consistency and continuity in 
policy. They may, in fact, be designed 
to perpetuate the status quo of con¬ 
fusion and conspiracy that domi¬ 
nates Russia’s struggling economy. 

Yeltsin says Chernomyrdin failed 
him by not paying off the months of 
back salaries owed to Russian work¬ 
ers. But he also ordered the prime 
minister to keep inflation low and 
the Internationa Monetary Fund 
loans coming. Those priorities re¬ 
quired withholding the salaries in 
the first place. Unable to change 
economic conditions, Yeltsin 
changed his frontmen, and will now 
presumably give the same irrecon¬ 
cilable tasks to a new team. 

“Boris Yeltsin and his entourage 


are incapable of creating any other 
structures than those they learned 
as old party bureaucrats." said 
Alexander Lebed, the popular re¬ 
tired army general who was briefly 
a Yeltsin ally and was then dumped. 
“Personal loyalty is the only crite¬ 
rion" important to Yeltsin. 

The disowning of his government 
reinforces the view that Yeltsin is 
maneuvering to protect himself, not 
Russia. But it Is time for Yeltsin to 
perform one last heroic service for 
his country. He should now renounce 
any ambition for a third presidential 
term in 2000. and devote himself to 
developing not just a successor but 
a stable political and economic sys-, 
tern to carry on what he began. 
Yeltsin should Institutionalize demo¬ 
cracy, not himself and his whims. 


Growing on Tobacco 


,Cljifton’s Guilt Trip 


gl lMoAHIstar __ 

T ITTLE WONDER they call It 
the golden weed. The $10.3 mil- 
that tobacco companies gave 
verner LUpfen, Bernhard, McPher- 
ik* i ^ and ' a8t y ear transformed 
firm into the No. 1 lobby 
** ln , Washington. But the 
5 , \ n th ® 1997 lobbying fee 
rSiJf 8 » c * 0Be Previous champ 
Vpr! d J ^ Associates came to 

lohtaf 8 X °}^' anc * Cassidy, a' 
“J public affaire firm, did 
without tobacco money. 

vwr fl Rer ■ t 2 flled $ 18 -2 million last 
to the year-end re- 
Cassi Hied with Congress, 

^suly reported billihg slightlV 
$15.9 million for the year. , 
a!sni? °. f tobacco money : 
n U8 hi^ t°r other'consultants 

natlnnS industry's view of the 
law fj. . ob ?? 0 settlement. The ■ 
smallS™ 8 .! ^^Hent roster is i 
who n »iH flnc \J^.plndes many clients 1 
ffj n nly fees. But it' 

nominal 3 PueTto ffico Ec °-' 
a :Administration, 

fight conwJS y ^’ lflrgely t0 heIp 1 
thr ' eats to ** ' 

manufactu™! 6 ™ J®* 8tatufe . 8^ • 
—!L^turera on the island. : 


At .Cassidy, however, six-figure 
fees were spread among the firm’s 
base of private universities and hos¬ 
pitals, most of which wanted hetp 
getting dollars out of the federal 
treasury. One of Cassidy’s biggest 
clients: Boston University, which 
paid the firm $760,000 last year. 

What did 'BU get for that? "They 
helped tis to track bills we are Inter¬ 
ested in uid testifying in support of,” 
said Kevin Carleton, the school's 
publld relations director. ‘They have 
also helped us identify and track 
funding opportunities.”. Slice 1985, 
the private schbol has received fed¬ 
eral grants totaling $56.5, million, 
which BU has used to build a major 
science and engineering complex. 

' ' With PhlUp Morris, RJR Nabisco, 
Brown «& " WilUams 0 h Tobacco, 
Loews' Corp. and UST Inc.' each 
plunkihg ddwn $2.06 million, most 
of Venter's other lobby clients may 
seem relatively sirlalL "” 

Several vest'd ago! the firiri em- 
barked dri a .program to increase its 
frrbflle. With 1 ; the heltv of partners 
such as fonder Michigan governor 
Jim Blanchard, and former senators 
Robert J. Dole. R-Kaifaas, George J. 
Mitthell;- P-Mairie,' .dM , ; 'Uoyd 
Bentaen, J D-TeX&6,' the.strategy te 
working, a VCfner spokesman said 


K EDITORIAL 

d hos- 

i hetp T) ILL CLINTON, by bis excur- 
ederal D slons into national contrition 
iggest on his current swing through 
which Africa, raised eyebrows on two 
ir. continents. He expressed re- 
"They grets for slavery, for the Cold 
: Inter- War coddling of some African ; 
>rt of,” dictators and for what he calls 
rhool’s fee country’s' slowness to re- 
yViav'e spond to genocide in Rwanda, 
track liifee sUbjeCts lie outside fcradJ- 
1985, tional diplomacy. His words ex- 
id fed- pose him to the charge that for 
nillion,. personal and 'political reasons 
major; he Is advertising a lopsided and 
lex. : gratuitous vision of the country 
ibisco,; he represents, 
bacco,, ' Still, he is addressing themes ! 

' each 1 deeply' relevant, to the United ! 
, most States and Africa. Formsthfe de-; 
Is may , veldpments siich as .slavery mid 
the Cold War, fee' continuing: 
iri em-' African mass 'Upheavals: These 
aseits ; are 1 oh American' ati Well ab ' 
irfners African minds. Most Washington 
vfcrnor i felk of foreigh affairs goes to 
■nators 1 matters of poOcy.' The current, i 
?rge J. 1 qtiiet polity argument centers on : 
’ Lloyd , whether' tiie administration hds 
egy ls ; tilted too much toward develop- 
safdi merit and' stability As adflhurt 


democracy and human rights. It 
Is necessary to 'remember, after 
all, that much African misery is 
the handiwork of tyrannical post¬ 
colonial African governments 
that were brutal to their own 
people. To maintain that ail this 
was strictly a consequence of 
American support for a few truly : 
Crummy African leaders is con-: 
descending. Rwanda’s bloody 1 
warfare was only one example of 
a persisting chaos. The quest for 
ah understanding of these things 

should not Blacken. / .. 1 

Clinton identified American : 
neglect ab “fee biggest mistake 
Ariierlca. ever made with Africa | 
qyejr the'Iohg run!” His trip was • 
designed to counter feat neglect.. 
An Admission of neglect carries ' 
ah implicit promise to pay closer 
attention^ The'president has not 
offered new ideds. But some bid 
idead are atilt good. Support for I 
Africa’s institutional and physl- 1 
cfrl infrastructures should pro¬ 
ceed bb fest bS Africa's own 
participation : perfolfe. ' The ! 
Clinton concern for genocide 
should translate swiftly” into In¬ 
ternational programs to sparie ■ 
new victims and rescue Africa’s 
Millions of refugees. : 1 


Banks Agree 

Holocaust 

Settlement 

John M. Qoshko In New York 

S WITZERLAND’S three biggest 
banks have agreed to negotiate 
a comprehensive global settlement 
of billions of dollars In claims from 
Holocaust survivors and their heirs. 

Calling Llie banks’ move M a break¬ 
through. 1 ' Undersecretary of Stain 
Sluarl E. Eizensial told a meeting 
here of slate and municipal financial 
officers, “They have dearly commit¬ 
ted to engage in a process with the 
hope of a settlement.” 

New York City Comptroller Alan 
(l. Hevesi, who organized the cam¬ 
paign to put pressure on the banks 
by threatening sanctums by several 
U.S. states and cities, said tiie par¬ 
ties will begin negotiations on April 
21. it was his understanding limit lie 
aim will bo an agreement nn **mural 
and mat dial compensation" fur the 
help given by Swiss banks to N:iri 
Germany during World War II and 
their subsequent hindrance of el- 
fort s* by IlnlnemiM victims ami heiis 
t«» recover family assets held by tin- 
banks. 

The hope is font the result will 
be agreement on a dollar figure for 
restitution and a statement of moral 
responsibility demonstrating that 
the Swiss people recognize that ter¬ 
rible things happened," Hevesi said. 
He added that the state and local 
figures involved in his campaign 
would monitor the negotiations in 
hopes that "a rough structure for a 
settlement” will become evident in 
60 to 90 days. 

Sources familiar with the back¬ 
room maneuvering that led to last 
week's developments stressed that 
no monetary figure has been ■ 
agreed on. yet and added that con¬ 
siderable bargaining remains over 
that and other issues. As Hevesi 
said, ‘This is an agreement on tiie 
structure of a settlement, not the 
settlement itself” 

In a letter delivered to the offi¬ 
cials just before they began deliber¬ 
ating .'whether to. Impose sanctions, 
the three banks — Credit Suisse, 
Union Bank of Switzerland and 
Swiss Bank Corp. — confirmed that 
they will deal directly with the 
World Jewish Congress (WJC), 
which the Israeli government has 
designated as Its negotiator, and 
lawyers for some 18,000 plaintiffs in 
a class-action suit in federal court In 
Brooklyn that seeks $20 billion from 
the banks. 

, Sources familiar with the situa¬ 
tion bald privately that the bulks’ 
action was a victory for HeVesi’s 
tough line. His drive, which he began 
organizing last fall, was opposed by 
Elzenatat and other Clinton admin¬ 
istration officials who. argued that 
threatening sanctions or boycotts 
could antagon ize the Swiss and 
make a se.ttleme nt more difficulU 
' Hevesi, Who lost'members of his , 
femily In foe Holocaust, organized a 
meeting last Dedeniber'8 of state and ; 
local officials, who decided to post - 1 
pbhe until March 31 any punitive ■ 
nfie'ashres against the banks. Amohg ■ 
those, cooperating wife Hevesi werfe 
senior financial officials'from such ; 
states 5 as California anti Pennsylva¬ 
nia,'Which have significant invest-. 
'fnentfe in Swiss firing arid glad can 
exclude the banks'from lucrative , 
’public firiaricing deals. ' ' 
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Cuba’s Health Care System Haemorrhages Cuban hospitals have found it al- 

•J ^ most impossible to buy replacement 


John Schwartz In Jonesboro 


W HEN 12-year-old Michael 
Barnes saw his class¬ 
mates being gunned 
down in an ambush outside his 
school, he dropped 1 to the ground 
and crawled into the gymnasium, 
reciting the 23rd Psalm as comfort 
to get him through. 

Why, he wondered, would anyone 
murder a bunch of kids? 

That question was on most every¬ 
one's mind as this rural town began 
trying to make sense o[ a bloody 
shooting spree that left five dead 
and 15 wounded. 

Last week, two boys, Mitchell 
Johnson, 13, and his 11-yesr-old 
friend, Andrew Golden, were 
charged with capital murder after 
allegedly luring their classmates 
outside their middle school with a 
fire alarm and then gunning them 
down as they emerged into the 
schoolyard. 

Authorities continued to hunt for 
answers that would explain how the 
boys got their weapons and what 
motivated them to attack. At the 
school, a large wreath, two bou¬ 
quets and a candle had been placed 
on the sidewalk leading up to the 
door. 

Classes were canceled and a 
steam machine had washed the 
sidewalk of the blood from the am¬ 
bush. Ten pockmarks in the clean, 
sandstone-painted cinder-block walls 
were the only remaining evidence of 
the violence. 

Over and over, people asked what 
had gotten into the two boys 
charged with the murders; school 
principal Karen Curtner said she 
had never received reports of disci¬ 
pline problems about either one. 

But the students at the school 
knew a different Mitchell Johnson, 
one who was quick to fight, whether 
in sports or on the school bus. Sev¬ 
eral said that Mitchell was angry 
over the breakup with a girl, who 
was among the wounded. 

Although Barnes himself was not 
hurt in the gunfire, he was strug¬ 
gling with the horror that Mitchell 
had warned him that he was angry 
and going to make people pay. 

“He told me he hated everybody, 
and was going to do It," said 
Michael Barnes. "I didn't believe 
him. Nobody believed him. Why 
should they? He's a little 13-year-old 
boy." 

In an interview with ABC News, 



Answers 
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Pall bearers carry the coffin of Paige Ann Herning, one of the four children who died, along with their 
teacher, in the Jonesboro shooting photo: john kuntc 


Andrew Golden’s grandfather said 
the two boys were desperate to get 
their hands on weapons. The grand¬ 
father said the boys stole three 
rifles, ammunition and four pistols 
from his private collection. 

Andrew Golden was trained in 
target shooting at an early age and 
was taken on hunting trips with his 
father. ABC aired video footage of 
Golden as a young child shooting at 
targets and receiving what appeared 
to be a rifle as a gift . , 

Golden, the son of two postal 
workers, stood expressionless at his 
arraignment last week. But his 13- 
year-old friend, Johnson, stood red¬ 
faced and teary in his orange jail 
jumpsuit as the charges were read 
before Juvenile Court Judge Ralph 
Wilson Jr. 

The two boys are being held at 
the county jail and a trial date has 
been set for April 29. 

Arkansas law prohibits trying 
anyone under 14 as an adult, but 
prosecutor Brent Davis said "there 
are options that we're looking at" 
perhaps including removal to fed¬ 
eral court where other rules may 
apply. 

The tragedy comes ae a visceral 
shock for tight-knit Jonesboro, usu¬ 
ally a placid town about 130 miles 
I northeast of Little Rock that would 


seem to epitomize the kind of envi¬ 
ronment where people want to raise 
kids: murders are rare and the eco¬ 
nomy has been flourishing. Jones¬ 
boro Sun assistant publisher Bob 
Troutt calls it “the Oasis of the 
Delta” 

'You wouldn’t think nothing like 
this would ever happen here; you’d 
think things like this would happen 
in big cities,” said Deborah Gibson, 
a Salvation Army volunteer helping 
last week at the middle school, 
where parents and children streamed 
in and out all day for counseling. 
Gibson said that a friend was talking 
with her grandson, who had been in 
the group of attacked children, and 
he said, “Like flies, Nnna. They 
were dropping like flies.” The boy 
had dropped quickly to the ground 
and was unhurt 

Psychiatry offers some general 
insights, though practitioners gen¬ 
erally refuse to comment on cases 
they have not reviewed in depth. “We 
have to become aware that techno¬ 
logy has created opportunities for 
children to come face to face with 
very graphic, realistic violence,” said 
Peter J. Favaro of Port Washington, 
New York, whose practice includes 
evaluation of juvenile criminal 
suspects in New York courts. 

Over time, young people become 


Lebanon Balks at Israeli Offer to Pull Out 


John Lancaster In Beirut _ 

F OR 20 years, successive 

Lebanese governments have de¬ 
manded — with backing from the 
U.N, Security Council — that Israel 
withdraw its forces from Lebanon. 
Now Israel has expressed its will¬ 
ingness to do that, but Lebanon is 
I balking- at the offer, saying the Is- 
I raelis have attached unacceptable 
conditions. 

In his most detailed discussion of 
the issue to date, Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri sought last week to 
explain Lebanon's seemingly con¬ 
tradictory response to Israel's offer 
to withdraw its troops from the por¬ 
tion of southern Lebanon it occu¬ 
pies as a buffer against guerrilla and 
rocket attacks on north era Israel. 

Casting doubt on the sincerity of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Hariri said it would be 
*a disaster" for Lebanon to make a 


separate arrangement with Israel ip 
the absence of a comprehensive 
Arab-Israeli peace settlement to 
include Syria, which demands that 
Israel return the strategically 
situated Golan Heights adjacent to 
southern Lebanon. 

“If Israel wants to withdraw, \ye 
welcome that," Hariri said-. "But 
Israel is' asking more than that. 
They want us. to ... be accountable 
for tiie [security of Israel's] north¬ 
ern border. In bur view, security 
cooperation among the countries 
concerned — meaning Lebanon, 
Israel and Syria — is possible paly 
when we have a peace agreement." 

Even if he wanted to, Hariri could 
not agree to the Israeli proposal 
without the backing of Syria, which 
keeps 35,000 troops in Lebanon and 
dominates the country's foreign pol¬ 
icy. Damascus has long supported 
Shiite Muslim guerrillas fighting to 
eject Israeli troops from the south. 


the last active battlefront in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. An Israeli with¬ 
drawal would effectively deprive 
Damascus of the one remaining mili¬ 
tary card in its struggle to regain the 
Golan, which Israel captured in 1967. 

But Lebanon also has compelling 
reasons to hold out for a compre¬ 
hensive peace—ope that includes a 
plan for tfre resettlement of 350,000 
Palestinian refugees now living here 
as unwelcome guests, In the cur¬ 
rent climate of. hostility, moreover, 
the government Is unwilling to' take 
on the responsibility of policing 
Israel’s border, fearing that Israel 
would respond, to qiiy security 
breaches by retaliating against the 
entire country. 

"Israel wants us,to be account¬ 
able vis-a-vis Israel," said’Hark}, “If 
Netanyahu wants security coopera¬ 
tion, he should sign a peace treaty.” 

With Israelis increasingly weary 
of their costly entanglement ' in 


Counting 
The Cost 

EDITORIAL ’ 


desensitized to violence. “You have 
to ask yourself what's crazy,” Favaro 
said, “the kids, or the culture?" The 
fact that the two boys may have 
acted together did not surprise 
Favaro, who notes that litis “twin¬ 
ning" phenomenon also is a promi¬ 
nent part of teen suicide pacts. 

Psychiatrist Robert T.M. Phillips, 
who serves as medical director of 
Forensic Consultation Associates of 
Annapolis, Maryland, said, "Do not 
be so fooliBh as to assume that one 
could watch a movie and go out and 
commit an act" because of it. 

Such violence, he said, is only part 
of a general decline in civil society 
that also includes violence in the 
home, child abuse, and the coarsen¬ 
ing of discourse in general. “We have 
to ask ourselves, what are we doing 
to contribute to these learned be¬ 
haviors?" 

John Hazlewood whose son at¬ 
tends the school, said that the an¬ 
swers are easier than they might 
seem. "This is not the kids' prob¬ 
lem. it’s the way we're raising them 
today. They only know wlial you 
teach ’em," he said. "If they hadn't 
taken prayer out of school, this 
never would have happened.” 

His wife Debbie added: “There 
was a lot of prayer in this school 
I yesterday.” 


Lebanon, Netanyahu has endorsed 
a proposal made earlier this year by 
Defense Minister. Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai under which Israel would 
extract its forces in exchange 
for Lebanese security pledges. 
Lebanon also would be required to 
guarantee the safety of the South 
Lebanon Lebanese Army,, an Israeli¬ 
armed militia force, in the south, j 
Appearing with ,U f N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan at a news con¬ 
ference in Jerusalem < last, week, 
Netanyahij. said, Uie Israeli cabinet 
was close tq agreement on formal 
acceptance of IJ.ty Security Council 
resolution .425, ,a 1^78 measure that 
calls on tsraej to “withdraw forth¬ 
with" from ti . Lebanon. Annan 
described .Netanyahu's declaration 
as “sign ill can t*.but cautioned that 
an Israeli pfijlput probably cannot 
occur without .negotiations between 
the two.sides. : ’' *' : • 
i And therein.lies the, rub. Hariri 
and .Syrfap Presicjerit Hafez A$spd 
insist,the tJ.N. resolution cells for 
Israel to leayethe pputfr without any 


A merica continues to top : L 

the countries of the chiliad 'p 
world in deaths by gunfire. This 
distinction was punctuated anew 
last week in Jonesboro. The 
statistics on firearms and theft 
consequences keep rolling lo - 
never slowing the maneuvering 
by purveyors and pushers of 
these weapons to keep up the 
flow. 

Handgun Control Inc. has to' 
keep updating its message,: 
pointing up constantly appalling 
differences between this country 
and others: “In 1962, handguns 
killed 33 people In Geest 
Britain; 36 in Sweden, 97 in 
Switzerland, 60 in Japan, 13 !r 
Australia, 128 in Canada and 
13,200 in the United States." 

Another organization, (he i 
Violence Policy Center, has re¬ 
leased a report, "Where Did You 
Get That Statistic”, of statistical 
findings that tell the shameful 
stories behind the too-read) 
availability of firearms. Each stu 
is accompanied by a specific ref¬ 
erence. Here are a few examples: 

□ For every case In which an in¬ 
dividual used a firearm kept i» 
the home in a self-defense homi¬ 
cide, there were 1.3 uninlen 
tiottal deaths, 4.G criminal 
homicides and 27 suicides in 
volving firearms. 

□ The overall firearm-related 
death rate among U.S. children. 
aged less than 15 was nearly 12 j 
times higher than among chil¬ 
dren in the other 25 industrial 
ized countries combined. \ 

□ From 1968 to 1901, motor-, 
vehicle-related deaths declined 
by 21 percent, while ft* 1 * 
related deaths Increased by 
percent. It Is estimated that* 
tiie year 2003, firearm-re^ 
deaths will surpass deaths , 

motor-vohlcle-related faF 1 * 

In 1991 this was already 11 *, 
case In seven states. 

The statistics go on, as will ® 
efforts by gun lobbies to 
flaws in the research. But w#* 
than enough la there to tin 
score the need - If »«•£ 
be Buch a prevalent way 
for more effective public-saw 
measures. 

-— 1 —~ i 

conditions whatsoever, And tog; 
absence of a peace .treaty 

three re untl 1e8, both leacWjJ] 
to keep Netanyahu in. 
about how they would resfw« 

unilateral Israeli withdrawn. . 
Asked . whether 

Lebanon are prepared to dg.^j 

main Shiite mJllM. HezoD| Jiy: 

event of an Israeli ^jldseoi 

replied. ‘‘Why.dwuM 

this answer? Let iKem wkh^ 

I will do whrtfhggWdo. ^ 
Like, Hariri, .Westert dip^ 
here are. skeptical fM. *1^*4 
flops' behind lhe. jsraeli 
suggesting 

trying, to deflect, a(W«| 
Israel’s stalled neff*# 0 # 1 -;"E 
PalestlDiiin* 

, At the ' i Kg 

to dismiss outrightanoMg ‘*Wi 
eUrited.-wid^presd; 


Molly Moore In Havana _ 

I N THE operating rooms of 
Calixto Garcia Hospital, sur¬ 
geons reuse disposable plastic 
gloves until they split open. Patients 
often wait days to receive X-rays 
because the hospital has run out of 
film. And the medications physi¬ 
cians prescribe frequently are un¬ 
available at the hospital pharmacy. 

"IVe have difficulties with every- 
I tiling," said a senior administrator nt 
the hospital, where hallways are 
, dark for lack of light bulbs and 
| broken equipment languishes in 
austere laboratories and examin¬ 
ation rooms. 

| Ibis used lo be our country's 
| premier research hospital. Now we 
pass around photocopies of medical 
journals because we can't gel the 
I latest literature, we move patients 
I from hospital to hospital searching 
for equipment that works, and we 
run out of everything fr om sutures 
to syringes to doctors' scrub gowns.” 

Cuba's health care system — 
once a showcase of the developing 
world that compared favorably to 
US. and European medical services 
- is crumbling beneath the pres¬ 
sures of a national economic crisis 
and a U.S. trade embargo that have 
left hospitals short of equipment 
and patients without access to 
drugs, say Cuban and international 
medical authorities. 

"A relatively sophisticated and 
comprehensive public health sys¬ 
tem is being systematically stripped 
i of essential resources,” concluded a 
study of the Cuban health system 
by the American Association for 
World Health, the U.S. committee of 
the World Health Organization. 

No Cuban institution has been 
harder hit by the economic catastro¬ 
phes of the last decade than its 
health care system, which grants 
free medical services to all citizens 
a constitutional right. Cuba was 
convulsed by an unprecedented 
economic collapse when its former 
communiBt allies in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe disinte¬ 
grated, severing the Caribbean 
island nation from billions of dollars 
ID faiancfal assistance and trade. 
Nearly simultaneously, in 1992, 
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In short supply . . . The pressures of a national economic crisis and a U.S. trade embargo has 
particularly hit the island's showcase medical services photo-sraph dayidcrabtree 


the U.S. government further tight¬ 
ened its trade restrictions against 
Cuba, banning the sale of most U.S. 
products lo Cuba through third- 
country intermediaries. 

The health care crisis has be¬ 
come so acute that legislation has 
been introduced in both the U.S. 
House and the Senate to ease some 
embargo restrictions on medicines 
and food, efforts that were bol¬ 
stered by Pope John Paul ]['s 
denouncements of the embargo's 
impact on Cubans’ health during his 
January visit to the island. Last 
month President Clinton decided to 
relax some of the sanctions. 

There are few aspects of the 
economic crisis that don't touch the 
health care system: Shortages of 
gas and tires idle ambulances: 
power shortages destroy equipment 
and perishable medications and 
vaccines: and chronic water short¬ 
ages and improper treatment of 
drinking water have led to disease 
and sanitation problems. Cuba's 


pharmaceutical factories produce a 
third uf the medicines and drugs 
they manufactured a decade ago 
Pharmacies routinely run out of 
even the most basic hygiene prod¬ 
ucts. especially women’s sanitary 
napkins. 

Even though Cubans have a life 
expectancy of 75 years —■ only one 
year lower than in the United States 
— the strains on the health, water 
ami sanitation systems is beginning 
In lake a heavy toll. 

The death rate from diarrheal 
diseases increased 250 percent 
between 1989 and 1994. Nutrition 
levels have dropped by as much as 
one-third because of food shortages 
and poverty, leaving more than 
50.000 people with weakened eye¬ 
sight and motor function. Hospital¬ 
ization is now risky because of tiie 
increased chance of Infection: In 
1995, dirty water in hospitals led to 
Infection outbreaks that killed 60 
patients and sickened another 289. 

The number of surgeries per- 


Global Radio Plays to the Masses 


j jjke Mills 

CEVEN years ago, several very 
wealthy,, very private Middle 
“stern investors started to put 
,n f° a company,with an un- 
us jal business plan. : 

. oah Samara, a Washington 
E\ * as Proposing building a 
□inwntioflar company that would sell 

ditSi rad l? offe ring 75 channels of 
jw akjuahty music and news, from 

lhes.™^ die ' 8 ^ e os* 11 * three satel 7 

d-U? , mar ket would be mostly 
mum 0r underdeveloped 
JJJnej-incfecUqg India, ■ China, 

Antorif 0 ^ ^ 1ca an( l parts, of the 

WOuM c » s, an d his revpnue sources 
inir dJ* advertising, leas- 
Programmers and 
lion cJ.. Uui e 'Premium informa- 
^thamonth.. . 

plan 5?f the riak y nature of the 
with’ oni!? ves jors!have funded him 
-Soft 80 ^ More 

■SJJLSj 1, ^Japanese equips 

lure ihp 5^ asr^d to manufacr 

today nSj S:by the millions* And 
bcfaL*Jders of programming, 
^^jusineag news.,mogul 


Michael Bloomberg, singer Stevie 
Wonder and dozens of radio stations 
around-the world, are either plan¬ 
ning to provide, or are considering 
providing, content through the ser¬ 
vice, - 

In • September, s - 42-year-old 
. Samara, the founder ofWbrldSpacq 
Inc., plans to.,watch the launch-of 
AfriStar, the first of three World- 
Space satellites to go into orbit 
22,300 miles above central Africal 
The next two, called AsiaStar and 
AmeriStar, will-hover over Asia and 
the Americas next year. 

. Most,of the 4.6 billion people:in 
WurldSpare's futurei listening area 
currently can’t • pick up. a' nearby 
radio, Btationi Samara >. estimates 
300 million of them cad,and will pay 
the $200 price oftheradio (and the 
price will i plummet, he - predicts, 
once the service, takes, off), But 
even.if hp'srway off, Samara says lie 
ioeeds only. >10 million .listeners td 
turn; a- profit. "My. 'concern is not 
whether 1 ican make this,'a bush 
.ness," Samara said.'"It’s how tq 
. makeita.phenomenon."- - : j I 
.: ■ Nor da analysts.seem particularly 
■concerned about WorldSpace'sbusif 


ness prospects. Yes, its audience is 
hardly hand-picked by Madison Av¬ 
enue: Listeners speak dozens of lan¬ 
guages, come from widely diverse 
cultures and typically have low. buy¬ 
ing power. Even so. many who have 
studied Samara's business plan say 
,the sheer scale of his intended audi¬ 
ence makes up for those, shortcom¬ 
ings. 

“WorldSpace serves a very large 
potential market for consumer prod : 
,ucts that cannot be reached by any 
other advertising medium,” > said 
Thomas Watts, a. satellite industry 
analyst for Merrill Lynch in New 
. York.: ; .r .. .* s : 

i > ■ Samara said-he lias 20 percent of 
, his satellite capacity filled with-pro- 
. grams, including Bloomberg News; 
■ which ;is leasing 23 channels. -He 
also has . met with Wonder,; who 
owns radio stations and.-ls-duteri 
ested in providing programming to 
an. African, audience. Analysts say 
other big names, sudl as theiBBC 
: or Voice of America, may JoiniBODii 
- after WorldSpace gets its first satel- 
. lite up, and its business running.-i j 
i -i "I.'think' that'once he gefal.any 
.kind of.significant penetration; even 


PHG-TO-jRAPH DAVlC. C ftA.BT.3EE 

formed dropped 40 jioicenl between 
1990 and 1995 due to shortages of 
material, medicines ami equipment. 

Many physicians, whose suinrii-s 
are the equivalent uf about $20 a 
month, are deserting the system lo 
lake jobs in the tourist industry, 
driving taxis and working in hotels, 
where they can earn more money 
and be paid in U.S. dollars. But, 
while the number of doctors fell 38 
percent between 1970 and 1990. the 
figure has begun climbing slowly, 
because of a government push to 
put more students in medical 
schools. In 1995, Cuba had 56,925 
physicians — 92 percent of its 1970 
levels, and one for every 195 people. 

Trends in the global marketplace 
have exacerbated the staggering 
problems faced by the Cuban health 
system. With U.S. pharmaceutical 
giants buying increasing numbers 
of medical companies in Europe and 
elsewhere, Cuba has been shut out 
of many of the newest advances in 
equipment and treatments because 


as low as 20,000 to 30,000 users, 
lie's going to start attracting a lot 
more interest among program sup¬ 
pliers,” said Leslie Taylor, a District- 
based satellite industry consultant. 

Samara isn't viewing the BBC 
and VOA as crucial- anchor pro¬ 
grams — most of his initial potential 
customers can already get those on 
shortwave radio. What really will 
excite a mass audience, he said, Is 
being able to hear a radio station 
across the continent, s - -. ■ -i .., « 

P EOPLE In South Africa would 
love to hear Senegal's hip .Sud 
FM world-music station, regularly; 
irather than -having - it syndicated 
:. Only, a couple of hours a day. Radio 1 
FM, a music and information, station 
. out of Gaihbln; also is hlfehiy desired 
by.millions out of its:range. • : 

- WorldSpace also is creating it* 
.-own i radioi-programming: im wnyij 
that’don't exist today. Two -pending 
upfojects ■' include ait all-Swahili 
station and an Africa-wide- radio 
network, which Samara (describes 
-as the first attempt at A continental 
' communications Service. ' . .- ■ 

■ -- Samara, who grew,up in Ethiopia 
i and Tanzania, i sayfr > that “access to 
information.is the necessary contB- 
i.tion for development," ! 


of embargo restrictions. In addition, 
Cuban hospitals have found it al¬ 
most impossible to buy replacement 
parts for equipment purchased from 
mqjor suppliers that are now U.S.- 
owned. 

Some of the most advanced dis¬ 
coveries in the treatment of cancer. 
AIDS and other serious ailments are 
being patented by U.S. companies 
and Cuban hospitals will not have 
access to many of them. 

The American Association for 
World Heal til, in its year-long study 
completed last year, said new life- 
prolonging treatments for smnll 
children with kidney problems — 
nn area in which U.S. companies 
have made tremendous progress in 
recent years — sue unavailable lo 
Cubans because uf restrictions on 
U.S.-made equipment mid U.S.- 
pa n mi led drugs. Ih*- U.S. u-ani 
n-pnrieil that ixitienl cnic istiffecP-d 
by the inability to obtain male rials 
such as muisea-pix-vemiun drugs for 
children undergoing chemotherapy, 
pacemakers for heart patients awl 
new treatments for people with 
AIDS. 

Even so. Cuba has reduced its 
already low infant mortality rate. 
List year Cuba had 7.2 infant deaths 
per 1,0u0 live births — the same as 
tiie U.S. average, half the rate of 
D.C. anti six limes lower than many 
of its U\in American neighbors. 
The health care system has shifted , 
its dwindling resources to tin- cart- I 
of children from birth ilirough age 5 
and is investing heavily in more 
titan 18.000 neigh burl io«xl family 
clinics. 

Ana Margarita Ramirez. 33. a 
physician, and' her nurse. Silvia 
Reyes Lores, 34. are one of the 
thousands of doctor-nurse teams 
who run neighborhood practices. 
Their office is a clean but Spartan 
cluster of rooms in a small govern¬ 
ment building. 

"All this is mine," said Ramirez, 
sweeping her arms across a neigh¬ 
borhood of low-rise concrete block 
apartments. She ministers to about 
500 families, holding office hours in 
the morning, then spending her 
afternoons checking on the elderly 
and the sick and dispensing preven¬ 
tative medlcnl advice to the healthy. 

I don't have as many resources any¬ 
more, I have more work, and ! don't 
have all the medicines 1 need, but 
I'm helping my people,” she said. i 


• After earning a law degree from 
Georgetown University, Samara 
worked as an international trade 
negotiator, for the International 
■Telecommunications Union's peri¬ 
odic meetings of the World Admin¬ 
istrative Radio Conference, a sort of 
United Nations for the airwaves that 

■ hands out blocks of radio spectrum 
to nations and businesses. 

- In April. 1990, Samara came up 
‘with- the idea .to launch a satellite 
i over Africn to provide basic radio 
.service. He left the law firm, devel¬ 
ops da business plan and met with 
venture capital contacts; he had 

- made along the way. i: 

Now that Samara is ready to start 
offering- his service, • most of the 
attention fa focused on whether he'll 
> be -able .to, spll advertisings and 
whether WorldSpace- can procure 
the kinds ;of programs that people 
wilk want, to: pay; for. But Samara'i 
concerns.-go, beyond the bottom 
line: He hopes WorldSpace will help 
to: plant the seeds' of, pan-African 
consciousness. - .-r.- 

'Ton years‘fro in now every .radio 
-lon.the [African]icontinent wfllhave 

■ this!capacity built into it," said Steven 
-Gavenas,' vice president of commer¬ 
cial operations:-"It really Mil feel like 

; the world is in their hands.” ■ ; 
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Draw on Strength 


Dennis Drabelle 

THE TATTOO MURDER CASE 
By AWmitau Takagi 
Translated from the Japanese by 
Deborah BOliver Boehm 
Soho. 324 pp. $23 


W HEN f whs growing up, 
tattoos were a badge of 
class — arid not one of 
the higher classes. You couldn't 
help feeling sorry for the middle- 
aged guys who had them in the 
1950s and 1900s: Graying anti 
jjauiichy, they had Lo bear on their 
iirms or chest the fading proof of 
I heir youthful folly. Now, of course, 
things are different (although 1 still 
wonder if a whole generation that 
looks nil right as parchment in Us 
twenties won't wake up one morn¬ 
ing in its furlies muttering, "Look 
what I’m stuck with"). 

According to the author of this 
clever, kinky, highly entertaining 
novel (first published in 1947 and 
only now translated into English), 
tattoos were even more declasse in 
Japan. To ply the trade whs illegal, 
and to display the results was to 
write yourself off as a gangster or 
his moll. Yet, as usual with the 
Japanese, the issue was more com¬ 
plicated than that: Despite its outlaw 
status, Japanese tattooing was flam¬ 
boyant and stylish. A tattooer typi¬ 
cally worked with multiple needles 
and colors, it might take him 
100 hours to complete an intricate 
design, and the taltooee might run a 
fever for days. The .best designs 
seemed to cry out for preservation 
like paintings, The immortality- 
seeking tattoo artist would work a 
seam into his work, so that after 
death the bearer could be skinned 
and the design mounted on a special 
apparatus. 

This is, of course, wholly foreign 


lo the American way of self¬ 
decoration, as one of Akiinilsu 
Tnkagi's characters notes: "Have 
you seen the ridiculous Americans 
strutting about, showing uff their 
pathetic ‘sushi’ tattoos?. . . Unlike 
the Japanese tattoo, which flows 
over tiie contours of the body like a 
river over stones, the Americans 
cover their arms will) a hodgepodge 
of unsightly, obvious designs — 
hearts, anchors, lings, and the like. 1 
suppose an upstart country like the 
United States doesn't have any tradi¬ 
tion nr folklore to draw upon, hut 
there's still no excuse for the total 
lack nfartistry.'* 

Tile person listening to this quasi- 
scholarly lecture is 29-year-old 
forensic pathologist Kenzo Matsu¬ 
shita, and it's exactly the kind of 
tiling he wants to hear. As the story 
begins, he has wandered into a 
Tokyo tattoo competition, ostensi¬ 
bly out of professional curiosity (he 
can expect to cut up lots of criminal 
cadavers in his career). But he 
hasn't quite persuaded himself that 
his interest is purely clinical. Most 
of the contestants wear nothing hut 
loin cloths, and the straitlaced 
pathologist finds himself ogling the 
females. He homes in on one in 
particular, the sexy Kinue Nomura, 
who happens to be the lover of his 
old school chum Hisashi Mogami, a 
gangster. Despite Kenzo's "lifelong 
lack of success with women,” the 
infatuation seems mutual. Overrid¬ 
ing those old school ties. Kenzo 
makes an assignation with Kinue. 

During a night of passion, Kinue 
tells Kenzo that her father was a 
tattoo artlat who decorated his three 
children with images of the snake, 
the frog, and the slug, respectively 
— a combination that is verboten 
because of a myth that the three 
creatures will fight amongst one 
another. Her tattooed siblings are 



More than sldn deep ... Japanese tattooing is explored in Takagi's 
clever, kinky and highly entertaining novel photo kishin shmcvama 


assumed to have died in the atomic 
blast at Nagasaki, but their bodies 
have never been recovered. That 
family story takes on a more sinister 
hue a few days later, when parts of 
Kinue's body — but not the tattooed 
torso — are found behind the 
locked door of her bathroom. 


Getting the Hell Out of Harlem 


Sanford Plnakor 

REQUIEM FOR HARLEM 

By Henry Roth 

St. Martin's. 291 pp. $24.95 

T HOSE who followed the Bil- 
dungsroman of Ira Stlgman. 
Henry Roth's protagonist-alter ego, 
through the first three volumes of 
Mercy Of A Rude Stream soon dis¬ 
covered that Roth was destined to 
be written down as more than the 
author of Call It Sleep.! Roth had. 
emerged — surprisingly and spec¬ 
tacularly — from a 60-year, self- 
imposed public silence in ways that 
outstripped the incredible rediscov¬ 
ery of Call It Sleep some 30 years 
after its initial appearance in 1934. 
Small wonder, then, that reviewers 
concentrated on the facts surround¬ 
ing Roth’s literary comeback rather 
than on the fiction he actually 
wrote. Given his debilitating arthri¬ 
tis and other vagaries of advanced 
age, his production of literally thou¬ 
sands of manuscript pages seemed 
extraordinary enough. 

However, what this very late flow¬ 
ering added up to was quite another 
matter, and one that many critics 
preferred to keep their own silences 
about, giving Roth a dubious “pass.” 
After all, many argued, here was 
someone who had been a-talented { 
young writer and. then presumably 
suffered from a long writer's block, 
only to : have the< psychic logjarri 
break In hlsipte eighties.. 

, That Roth' had,. In fact, been 


writing constantly during the long 
stretch of years he spent as a preci¬ 
sion metal grinder, psychiatric aide, 
and waterfowl farmer does not quite 
fit the romantic myths that have 
sprung up about him. For example, 
he did not burn his papers, either as 
a precaution against the witchhunts 
Conducted by Sen. Joseph Mc¬ 
Carthy or as a final, bitter admission 
that he was no longer a “writer.” 
The fact is that Roth had been 
wrestling all along — and on paper 
— with deeper, more personal 
demons, and that pursuing these 
truths required a courage he discov¬ 
ered only in old age. 

Roth always insisted that the 
central theme of Call It Sleep was 
"redemption," and the same is true 
for Mercy Of A Rude Stream. Call It 
Sleep contained everything Roth 
had to say about his psychologically 
battered childhood — and, in the 
process, nearly everything worthy 
of note about die immigrant Jewish 
experience. 

Call It Sleep records, in ways that 
fuse Joycean lyricism with Freudian 
intensity. Just how wrenching was 
his family's exodus from the nurluiv 
ing, largely homogeneous milieu of 
the lower East Side to the anchor¬ 
less environs of Harlem. 

■ As an elderly Stigmsn recreates, 
and intrudes oni> his earlier self, the 
contrapuntal technique allows us to 
see the arc of American-Jewish 
adjustment with unparalleled Speci¬ 
ficity. We learn, for example, how 
Roth came to embrace a version of 


Zionism after the Six-Day War and 
how he ended up rejecting the 
credos of High Modernism that lie 
associated with James Joyce. 

Those who compare Mercy Of A 
Rude Stream with Call It Sleep, 
usually by way of waxing eloquent 
about the latter while they damn the 
former with faint praise, badly miss 
the point — for these are not only 
very different novels, they also pack 
very different punches. As we 
watch Ira Stigman navigate his way 
toward adulthood, the result is an 
intensity that can perhaps only be 
described as Dostoyevskian. 

The first volumes of Mercy (A 
Star Shines Over ML Morris Park 
and A Diving Rock On The Hudson, 
which were followed by From 
Bondage) gave intimations of 
deeper guilts to follow but It was not 
until A Diving Rock On The Hud¬ 
son, when Ira reveals, : in graphic 
detail, the pattern of incest that had 
developed with his younger sister, 
that the thin line separating fiction 
from autobiography became prob¬ 
lematic. Not surprisingly, Rotij 
insisted on the primacy of the imagi¬ 
nation (Mercy was, after ail, fiction), 
but many readers were outraged 
nonetheless. 

The sexual beat goes-on in 
Requiem For Harlem, the fourth 
volume of Mercy, as Ira divides his 
time between worrying if he has 
impregnated his cousin and posi¬ 
tioning himself as the next lover of 
Edith Welles (read Eda Lou Walton, 

. a New York University poetry pro- 


Although devastated, Kenzo sets out 
to help his brother, a Tokyo police 
detective, track down the murderer. 

More murders occur; one victim 
is Kinue's long-lost brother, who 
turns up alive, though not for long. 
Kenzo and his brother make little 
headway in solving the crimes. 


feasor and Roth's mentor). At first 
glance, this does not sound like the 
stuff of which redemption is made, 
but Roth's candor is more confes¬ 
sional (in the sense of spiritual 
cleansing) than it is prurient. As 
Larry Fox, Roth's longtime friend 
and literary editor, put U: “Henry 
could not die false . . . and only 
when he could reveal the truth 
about himself could he become free. 
In fact, he remained alive to unbur¬ 
den himself so that he could die free 
and perhaps free all of us." 

Moreover, there are good rea¬ 
sons to believe that Roth's unflinch¬ 
ing, shivery honesty could begin 
only after his wife's death in 1990, 
and that, writing under the shadow 
of his own death, be was able, at 
long last, to tell a story that spared 
him — and us — nothing,iGranted, 
what I've just surmised 1 b provi¬ 
sional. A Henry Roth biography — 
and there will surely be one, one 
day — may alter these assumptions, 
just as Mercy changed the outlines 
of the Henry Roth we thought we 
knew. One tiling is clear, however: 
Requiem For Harlem, which ends 
with Ira Stlgman leaving his par¬ 
ents’ apartment in Harlem to move 
in i with Edith -Welles, recapitulates 
many stations of the cross that 
Stephen Dedfilus enacts 1 in the final 
pages of Jbyce's Portrait Of The 
Artist As A- Young Man. Ira's mother 
like Stephdh’s — packs his suit¬ 
case and makes 1 sure that he hai 
freshly laundered handkerchiefs. I 
■ His final buret of bravado says it 
all: "He cut south,'avoiding the mono 1 
tonous facade of the 119th Street 
tenements; preferring ithe holiday 
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V)fir chief target. Pj^ 

Hayakawa, a collector of wnv 
"perils." keeps talking his way cm 

suspicion. i_ --- 

And then their luck turns. Ym 'nl ^ 
nms lino another old ft* K IJUr S 
Kyosuki- hamizu, a child prodigy V***i , J. 
who has grown up to be a “bona lift ■■ 

genius" and. like Kenzo, a pftt 4 C* r| 

cian. His methods may heunoittai A 
dux tiie subscribes to a theory iV 
called “criminal economics" and 1 
likes to sizr up suspects by pU™ IPSSOTI 
chess with them), his aiNipU M.M. 

control his arrogance may be tw 

studied, hut his results nre flawless . | -—-- 

Kyusuke, in fact, is Holmes-like in EDITORIAL 

his prowess. And the author himstli ——- 

is Unyle-liki- in framing a balilinj p RENCH-STYLE socialism 
puzzle for n ferociously briUiam H and Britain's New Labour 

detective. There are more Weslrrr J. continue to stand for very 
connections: Takagi, who trim it different conceptions of what it 
the text to the loeked-roriinmysiir- means to be on the left. The 

ies of John Dickson Cut. was upru- speech that the British Prime 

tege of liriogawa ltampo. the ffts Minister, Tony Blnir, gave before 

Japanese mystery writer win* the French national assembly on 

pM*udonym is a transliteration <( March 24, the stony expression 

Edgar Allan Poe. on the face of his French coun- 

And vet The Tattoo Murder Ca* lerpart, Lionel Jospin, during 

is quin lessen daily Japanese A- part of his address, and the obvi- 

i ran slated by Deborah Rofrr ous irritation of the employment 

H»ehm. the prase is measuml minister, Marline Aubry, at the 

almost stalely — which makes ihr end of his speech only’ served to 

outlandish incidents all the m»rr underscore that difference, 

eerie. The milieu is meticulous The Labour party and its leader 
rendered: Ui lute- 1940s Tokyo, i are a pragmatic lot, and they 

mined block is apt to alternate with have no hang-ups about die way 

an intact one. many families W ! they approach the traditional 

y«.*l to sort out the whcreibouM 1 dogma of the left. Does their 

all llieir members, and the idea «i attitude point up a certain rigid- 

war is anathema. Above all. the ityin that of the French Socialist 

author dwells upon the pente party, despite the fact that it 

world of Japanese taltooing. explain in now a modernised party that 

ing (he sociology and describing the , has repudiated its old-fashioned 

procedure in detail (for example.i« j ways? 

keep from writhing and crying out. I Yes, say those who wish that 
the lattonei- biles down on a towHl ' 'Jospin were a “French Tony 

The publicity material acorn- Mr”. Others, however, tend 

panying the book mentions that} more to the view that the policies 
Takagi, who lived from 192(1 1 » j adopted by Blair, which no 
JUMT*. wrote a series of mysltfv* 1 doubt take account of Britain's 
featuring (lie formidable Kyosuk : specific political environment, 

■ r .1. .1.!- ll.a fir«l W nffpr a DnllitJn- 
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Expansive speech .., Tony Blair addresses deputies at the national assembly in Paris phot* • rebaup-s 


Kamizu, uf which this is the first 
want more. 


offer a solution that is debatable 
I *ken it comes to the fundamen- 
1 bis of democracy, at a time 
i "ten democracy and the people 
"fio embody It in France are 
| (fling through a serious crisis. 


-unclls of Ihe clangorous awiuf "fio embody It in France are 
before him. Turn back? God, no. He . | *>mg through a serious crisis. 

could only get away, that wmbJ-H f . j ---- 

switched the parcel from ngi« “ . - 

left, the only evidence of Hade [f c f-imp j'fkf'i 
past lying in that motley carton ■ •• t L4.J.1.LC ^ 

As luck would- have it. the expr<* 

shrieked to a halt. Ira boanWIt* Wahim RugOVa, the | 

MSiSJlg inofficial ethnic Albanian 
the rails - the.iRT ««*«**• j President, talks to I 

curve'westward aTitrep^red do** ^ Hailtlfl-Gulraut 

W Or£nd^ h the° U massiw nag JJOW do youaepfain the 
script Roth leftat his death InBJ ^violence by the Serbian 
was to be published in six volaj£ JS, Ko ,“ avo on March 24 ? 

but that changed to the tewjj Jl £ cu K U l ° understand exactly 

that Requiem For Harlem nowoflj i Y mere has been such a fierce 
pletes. Harlem frames Mercy i 71 ,JS 0W ^ re « ion of Drenica. 
Ira's arrival in 1914-to his depart^ obviously a determination 

in im What Roth ,***£ on the population 

- written in a single narralivevJJ 

and separated by 4 IWg ) Srtto extremists still 

from the^vents recounted inMj™ , *° carry out a programme of 
be brought but aepa.*; in Kosovo. Several 

suspect that this was a sound P^ple have already left 

Kecision: The sweep of And ^re's ^0 
requires both a youthful In SJJJ , *0 provoke clashes, 

coming-of age In^the ffloderndj . suffering ahd to use In-! 

nod an elderly Stigman who !?<>l l iinnrTKcj afening tactics t gainst 


When Blair says there is no 
such thing ns leftwing or 
rightwing economic policies, but 
Just “good" or “bud" economic 
policies, he seems to subscribe 
to a school of thought which 
holda that political differences 
are no longer important, and 
that with a neo-liberal model of 
globalisation we no longer have 
any choice in the matter anyway. 

The French left put that argu¬ 
ment into practice in the late 
eighties and early nineties. The 
consequence of that was a disas¬ 
trous performance by the left at 
the 1993 general election and a 
successful bid for the presidency 
by the rightwing Jacques Chirac 
in 1995. 

The disrepute into which the 


political community has fallen in 
the eyes of French voters is not 
solely tiie result of its failure to 
live up to tiie moral standards 
required of those in public life, 
ft has also been due to a general 
feeling among the electorate that 
successive governments, faced 
with serious economic con¬ 
straints, have proved unable to 
improve its standard of living. 

the persistence of a high 
unemployment rate and the in¬ 
crease in the number of socially 
excluded have come to symbolise 
that inability. And one of the rea¬ 
sons the far-right National Front 
has made gains Is that, pander¬ 
ing as it does to the wishes of the 
electorate, it ia the only political 
pnrty to claim that the solutions 


it proposes will bring about a 
radical improvement. 

Jospin knows what processes 
are at work. He is perhaps the 
first French prime minister to 
have realised that he needs to 
exploit his now much-reduced 
room for manoeuvre for all it is 
worth bo as not to make the elec¬ 
torate — right as well na left — 
even more disaffected. 

Paradoxically, once the FYench 
Socialists get over their irritation 
at the enthusiastic reception the 
British Prime Minister's speech 
got from tiie rightwing benches, 
Blair's lesson in pragmatism may 
turn out to be not all that differ¬ 
ent from Jospin's own approach 
to governance. 

(March 26) 


‘Its time to recognise Kosovo’s independence’ 


Ira's arrival in 1914-to ms 
in 192a What Roth called 

— written in a single narra^ ^ 

and separated by a 

from the events recounted m MJj | 

— will be brought out sepan® 
suspect that this was a sound 

ial decision: The ■JWPj££ 
requires both a youthful 

coming. ofagel^thernodera« 

and an elderly Stlgman who 
to his computer ~»and MM* 
across the chasm of 
Any tetralogy-can 
but'the good ’news '« JJ « f , 

wrote each installment 
separate book, able to be 


that diem have 
^attacks on Serbian police? 


region has been much too closely 
controlled, and over far too long a 
period, for such an organisation to 
have been able to come into exis¬ 
tence. It's all a pretext, and the 
Serbian police use isolated arid un¬ 
connected incidents aS an excuse to 
organise reprisals against defence¬ 
less families, 

What do you expect the Contact 
Group (Germany, the United 
States, France, Britain, Italy and 
Russia) to achieve? . ' 

The Contact Group must pep up 
its' pressure on Belgrade so that a 
genuine and w}de : ranging dialogue 
can be initiated. The diplomats I 
met in Pristina fare agreed on this 
point: pressiire bri. Belgrade ftiiist 
be maintained so ab to take the he&t 
• out of the situatioh ln Kosovo. This 
is something the US secretary of! 
state, Madeleine Albright, h&s also - 
stressed. 

I hope’too thkt if will continue to 1 


agreement We’re still asking that a 
mediator be appointed. 

The advisers include people who' 
have often been critical of me (such 
as Adem Demaqi, Rugova‘s main 
political opponent], and whom I've 
asked lo help me in this task.' For 
the time being, What we're aiming to 
do is to set up consultations, but not 
negotiations as such. 

On March 24, some 20,000 
Serbs took to the streets of 
Pristina to protest against the 
rritifrn of Albanians to Kobovo's - 
schools and universities. Are you 
afraid things may get but of hand? 

I called on all the demonstrators, 
whether Serbian or Albanian, to be 
extremely vigilant and resist any 
form'bf provbcatiori. Thete were a 
few tiqshfes last wefek, but iij) 'to 
nbw,' fortunately, nothing serioua 

. The frouble la that tite people who 
lehd the Serbian demonstrations, 
arid who don't ' 1 necessarily 1 dottle 





Rugov^: call for vigftance : 

time hab come to retagnlse, 
Kosbvo’s Independence. Naturally I i 
can see that there Will'have' to be a i 
transitional period entailing the 
demlUtarisation of Kosovo and inter - 1 
1 national protection. 

But people liavfe to get it into their. 


stressed. ; ! iehd tiie Sdihiari demonstrations, 'heads that i! we'are Refused iride-- 

I hope too thfat it'will contiribe to 1 arid : who don’t ' 1 nfecessariiy ‘ cbttie 'petidenbe this p^rt of the' Balkans; 
press Belgrade tb withdraw police: from Pristina, sbfottimes get wflrked will'' k^friaih a potential flashpoint.; 

r , vn. :.il j ' 1 *. J •■.ui! Jj I I 1 .'.A AMfl JoaVau nn1nllA l na > I > ^ f* Anirai-ir In A irioliu Kolrl 1 p}ca_ 


, “tacks on Serbian police? frrim Drenlbi. arid special 1 Serbian J 
liberal B * 80< alled Kosovo forces from Kodtofe. That has dot 
dm tm« n ia concerned, it’s yet been done, ’' ' '' ' 


wrote eaui Himo'-"-, ^ujop * uneral nn A^rv,.. ■ . .. ,-. 7—• . .. • 

BeDarate book, able to be^aw^. | tmArmy w concerned, It's yet been done. ' 

,K^terma.RequfemF<>rH*5| that there exist : 

would be a good-place for'^J; | Indiirif " a8S0r S ed frustrated ■■ What ride do ybii expbet thri ' \ 

era of RoK begln-. oth^ | S& or Serbian 15 “jWWwitial 

. Miliar with tiie earlier || h novice may have had a hand 1 ybu hove juk appointed to pl^? 

find that the fast? Mutna ^ ^ r o n i . 1 1 ' I ekpedt iherti to prepare: meet-. 

.SSSLSI to the prwnl*e*,*f I thgt J^^^Vmconvinced Inga wlth' Strblan representatives. 
.pISSoISthrae!" n ° 0rg4ni8cd ^ The We 'muat B^in tallcs on political 


up and go fer radical solutions.' ' Contrary 'to tne vieW held else- 
• ‘ * ‘; • whirfe, odly the Independence of 

A^n't^our deriianda for Iride- Kosovo willstabillse the regiori. ' 
jpeqdence, which have bebn 1 ' That is 'something the Albkhlans j 

rejected by virtually thb entire 1 , of Aferinla farid ;Ma<tedonU are also 

international community, Abety' agreed on. There' can he ho doubt: 
to inflamb tile slhtatioii? " ; ' that the rnoat dangerous thing of all: 
- 1 I was elated pteriderit [of tiie uri -1 Would'be for the present situatiort fa j 
recpgriit^ "RK^blic of K6 mwo“I Continue. ' 1 

on an independrihee tfelteL The' ■ (March26) 


A^n'ti'our deriiandafor inde¬ 
pendence, which have betai 1 

international commonly, filfety' 
to inflamri the slhtatioii? 


France put 
in the dock 
on Rwanda 


R6my Qurdan and Claire Trrian 


T HE Commit!tv of Inquiry into 
France's action in Rwanda, 
headed by Paul tjtitles, a fonncT 
minister and member of the Social¬ 
ist pnrty, held it* first session on 
March 21. It was devoted to tiie* 
hearing of'evidence. 

'Die committee, which is made up 
of 10 members nf the [larlinnienlnrv 
foreiRii affairs committer. 1(1 mem¬ 
bers of the defence committee and 
their ail c male members, has 
decided that it will if necessary call 
flic highest French political and 
military authorities 10 the wiiiies- 
statiri. 

The first lo give evidence were 
two academiL-K. Ctaudine Vidal, 
head of research at the National Sci 
enlific Research ^ 'Mitre, and Aiuliv 
(niichaoua. n prutessor at Lilli- 
university. 1 

TTiey wen* siippnsed to di-H'rihc- | 
the historical ami s«n-inlogical hack . 
ground u> the (ighnng \Iv.n led up u. 
the IH!M massacres. Tliis initial 
hearing had plainly heeti design' d t 
as a purely informative exercise that 
aimed to give the cimiiiiuee mem¬ 
bers some background to llu* com¬ 
plexities of the situation in Rwanda 
at the beginning of the nineties. 

But things turned out rather dit- 
ferentiy. Tiie two wiinesses departed 
from their protes-uuttal brief and crit¬ 
icised l ; rance's role in Rwanda 
Vidal explained Imw. in the course 
of Rwanda's history — particularly 
its colonial history — die notion ol 
ethnic identity had been manufac¬ 
tured in an artificial way that had 
nothing to do with objective criteria. 

She added: “'More seriously, we 
realised that many of the (FrenchJ 
had an attitude to the issues 
crincernetj that purely and simply 
mirrored the Hutu extremists' 
propaganda. Where did they get 
their opinions from?” 

Guichaoua, who had the task of 
describing how the political situa¬ 
tion had evolved during the years 
leading up to the' 1994 massacres, 
peppered his account with a series 
of questions about the behaviour of 
the French authorities.. 

He focused on the fact that dur¬ 
ing clashes between the Rwandan 
army and the Tutsi Rwandan Patri¬ 
otic Front, French troops, while in 
theory cairying Out an evacuation 
operation, seemed to have been 
directly “involved in the conduct of 
military operations''. 

As he was present In Rwanda at 
the time, Guichaoua was able to 
give a flret-hand account of how, 
when the massacres had already 
started, “Tutsi , Rwandan staff 
eihployed by the French embassy, 

' the French Cultural Centre and the 
French Development Bank were 
deliberately abandoned to their fate 
by their epiployers, who’. In this 
Teapfect beltavdd exactly like other 
major international employers'such 
OB' thri United Natiohs Development 
'Programme ' klid various other 
eriib&sstes.’ 1 ' • 

1 Hearings, rite. scheduled tb fake 
plaice fit krate rirtwb per week. They 1 
will be held'lit' public, unlesd a wit- 
ness’wants a : Hearing to' fae held In 
cariiera/The,'mission shriuld 'cxim- 
plde Ua report by the end of the year. 

; (March 26) 
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Battling against a . 
colonial mindset 


QUAR0WNV.6 


ouaphan weekly 

^pri 519SS 


EDITORIAL _ 

E VER since the French 
government colonised New 
Caledonia in the middle of 
the 19th century, it has shown 
itself ready to use the big stick 
when necessary. It has also tai¬ 
lored immigration flows to suit 
its own needs. 

In 1891 die first contingent of 
800 foreign workers were 
shipped into llic island's capital, 
Noumea, from Asia. They 
worked 12 hours a day in the 
mines and were paid a pittance, 
housed in shacks and forced to 
observe a curfew’. Because their 
Humes were considered unpro¬ 
nounceable, they were given 
numbers as a means of iden¬ 
tification. 

In the fifties, at the height of 
France’s war in Indochina, the 
Asian immigrants were peremp¬ 
torily sent back to where they 
had came from — which was no 
longer their home. The French 
argued that they might form a 
fifth column. 

Half a century later, in I 
November 1997, a handful of I 
people fleeing poverty’ ami 
oppression in China — 69 men, 
21 women and 20 children — 
act out to sea in fishing boats , 
and landed on New Caledonia. | 
They were Interned in a derelict 
barracks by the authorities. 

When GO of them protested 
against a recent deportation 
order by climbing on to the roof 
of the barracks on March 22, 
police fired rubber bullets at 
them, wounding two seriously. 
The deportation order was post¬ 
poned later that same day. 

It is well known that the laws 
of the French republic have 
regularly been flouted in New 
Caledonia, largely at the expense 
of Its indigenous population. The 
ICanaks have been reduced to a 
minority and economically side¬ 
lined. On top of that their 
Melanesian culture has been 
repudiated. 

Ever since it was colonised, 
New Caledonia has been the 
scene of violent incidents 
triggered by accumulated acts of 
injustice. Was there any need to 


moke the record even worse by 
using brute force against de¬ 
fenceless refugees and pepper¬ 
ing them with rubber bullets as 
though they were rabbits? 

Under no circumstances are 
such methods employed else¬ 
where in France. So why were 
they’ used in New Caledonia? 
Perhaps the authorities thought 
that this brutal act could some¬ 
how be justified by the 
remoteness of the overseas 
territory and the fact that 
French people had their minds 
on other things, namely the 
regional elections in metropoli¬ 
tan France. 

The decision was probably 
also influenced liy the fact that 
the two main political parties in 
New Caledonia — the loyalist 
Rassemblement pour la Cal6- 
donie dans la R^publique 
<RPCR), and the separatist 
grouping, the Front de Libera¬ 
tion National Kanak et Socialists 
(FUNKS) — are both equally 
keen to rule out any prospect of 
the group of immigrants becom¬ 
ing integrated. 

This is the first time in New 
Caledonia that the government, 
the loyalists and the separatists 
have made common cause. They 
could not have chosen a worse 
cause — the exclusion and 
brutalisation of the weak. 

The reception given to a small 
community of 110 people who 
are highly unlikely to have any 
destabilising effect on New Cale- 
donlo Is Burely just as important 
a test for the territory’s future as 
the current negotiations on its 
status. 

The future face of New Cale¬ 
donia will hinge on how its 
European and Melanesian com¬ 
munities respond to the way the 
government has so far dealt with 
the desperate plight of the 
Chinese refugees. 

Will they all decide to live 
together in a spirit of open- 
mindedness — in the best tradi¬ 
tion of Oceanian culture — or 
withdraw into an inward-Iooldng 
community that is unable to 
focus on anything except Its 
mineral wealth and the bitter 
legacy of Its past? 

(March 24) 
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Football fever ... Air France planes feature a player in action. There are fears that many visitor* m 
avoid France, the world's most popular destination, during the World Cup finals photo. 

Football may keep France’s tourists at bay 

Paacafe Krdmer will cover a period of 33 days as in Spain. Italy. Britain. Gt-nro 

- against only 20 in 1994. Japan and the US that will pron-’- ‘ 

W ILL the World Cup cause "We’re concerned about this," less well-known holiday de-i. 

tourists to shun France? The Pelitpierre admits. “While 10 cities linns in France and pulaaiw*:- 

football mega-event had until re will get a spin-off from the World idea that people can have J; 

cently been regarded as a boon for Cup, France’s 35,990 other cum- throughout the summer evmTi¬ 
the French tourist industry. But manes that are not involved may there is no football, 

now, with less than three months to come off badly. People in, say. I«os The department of tourism i:i 

go before kick-off, the department Angeles imagine there’ll be so many about to launch a "blue-price if* • 

of tourism is beginning to get the traffic jams that die whole of France lion", which will aim to rtcouc 

jitters. Paradoxical though it may will grind to a hall." the owners of hotels, restaurr 

seem, it fears that the French Potential tourists are nlso afraid cafes, camping sites and coon: 

tourist industry's excellent results of transport problems, bomb attacks gilcs to peg their prices* aw" 

in 1997 will not be repeated in 1998. and price hikes. There have already able level. Tourist industry 

Last year a record 67 million been articles in the German and sionals who pledge not to mere.-, 

tourists visited France (an increase Dutch press about hotel owners in their prices between June 10 Z; 

of 7 per cent over 1996), easily the Paris. Bordeaux and Lyon, whu July 12 will be authorised to putt, 

world’s favourite tourist destination, have quietly upped their prices by notice on the front of their cfldfr 

ahead of the United States (49 mil- as much as 300 per cent. meats that will read: “Here, prkfi 

lion) and Spain (43 million). The vast majority of foreign visi- are not going up.” Lists of iU; 

Jean-Charles Petitpierre, head of tors usually come from countries who join the scheme will be Jr - 

advertising at the department of that have qualified for the World able at tourist offices. nte 

tourism, says: "Between June 10 and Cup (Britain, Italy, Spain, Germany, stations and airports. ( ) 

July 10, 6 million foreign tourists Belgium, the Netherlands and the "Some tourist industry 

usually visit France. But just under US. among others). Such tourists sionals... are aware that ihe in:.' 

1 million tickets for the World Cup may postpone their holidays in they pul across this summer x 

have been sold abroad, which France so as to be able to devote affect their performance to L. 

means we can expect the actual themselves fully to the task of sup- 2000 nnd 2001." says Pelitpierre. 

number of 'sporting* tourists to be porting their teams. This could re- A campaign costing 3 « 
350,000-500,000 — people usually suit in an unmanageable avalanche francs ($500,000) is to be l*^- 

come with several tickets. of tourists in August, iiarllctilariy at shortly by the depart*® j 

"During the World Cup In Spain coastal resorts. tourism to rally the French PtiJ* 

in 1982 and in Italy in L990, the In the hope of making the World lion's interest in the World UP* 

number of tourists dropped by Cup less likely to cause people to "to make them proud lo ffeW \ 

about 30 per cent. So we may lose postpone their holidays, the gover n- the whole world". , . 

1.8 million visitors and gain only nient's information service and n Hie subtext of all this isjUT i 

500,000, which represents a short- number of private imrtners (such as a little nicer to foreigners. Wn* 1 

fall of 1.3 million." Air France and Club M£diterran£e) ball may have the effect a F*V 

What will make matters worse is have earmarked an emergency fund tourists, it could alao it s® , 

that, with 32 teams selected instead of several hundred thousand dollars France ia afraid of Us own faille I 

of 24 at the last World Cup, matches to pay for an advertising campaign (March 21) j 


will cover a period of 33 days as 
against only 20 in 1994. 

"We’re concerned about this,” 
Pelitpierre admits. “While 10 cities 
will get a spin-off from the World 
Cup, France’s 35,990 other com¬ 
munes that are not involved may 
come off badly. People in, say. I-os 
Angeles imagine there’ll be so many 
traffic jams that die whole of Franc*- 
will grind to a hall." 

Potential tourists are nlso afraid 
of transport problems, bomb attacks 
and price hikes. There have already 
been articles in the German and 
Dutch press about hotel owners in 
Paris. Bordeaux and Lyon, whu 
have quietly upped their prices by 
as much as 300 per cent. 

The vast majority of foreign visi¬ 
tors usually come from countries 
that have qualified for the World 
Cup (Britain, Italy, Spain. Germany. 
Belgium, the Netherlands and the 
US. among others). Such tourists 
may postpone their holidays in 
France so as to be able to devote 
themselves fully to the task of sup¬ 
porting their teams. This could re¬ 
sult In an unmanageable avalanche 
of tourists in August, iiarticnlariy nl 
coastal resorts. 

In the hope of making the World 
Cup less likely to cause people to 
postpone their holidays, the govern¬ 
ment’s information service and n 
number of private jiartners (such as 
Air France and Club M£diterran£e) 
have earmarked an emergency fund 
of several hundred thousand dollars 
to pay for an advertising campaign 


Basque commandos seized in Spanish police raids 


Marle-Cfaude Decamps 
In Madrid 

I N A spectacular series of raids 
carried out in several Basque 
Country towns on March 19, Span¬ 
ish security forces arrested 10 peo¬ 
ple suspected of belonging to the 
Arabs Commando, an operational 
unit of the armed Basque separatist 
organisation ETA- Documents, 
I weapons and 120kg of explosives 
were also seized from flats searched 
I by police. 

/ The Araba Commando is thought 
I to have been responsible for four 
I bomb attacks — including one on 
I the headquarters of the ruling 
f People’s party (PP) in Santander — 
which caused considerable damage 
but no deaths. It is the second ETA 
commando unit to have been 
broken up by the Civil Guard in the 
Basque Country. Six months ago 


the Vizcaya Commando suffered 
the same fate for the second time in 
its existence. 

Of the 10 people arrested, two are 
on police files as presumed ETA 
activists. They are Ignacio Crispin 
Garces Beitia, known as Inaki, aged 
31, who was arrested in France in 
1987 and deported to Spain, then 
tried aad acquitted in 1990; and 
Aitor Bores Gutierrez, alias Patxi, 
aged 33, who had been on the run 
since an earlier Vizcaya Commando, 
to which he was thought to belong, 
was broken up four years ogQ. The 
two men are suspected of having 
taken part in seven separate attacks.. 
[ Tire success of the raids enabled 
the Spanish interior minister, Jaime 
Mayor Oreja, to claim that ETA's. 
operational capability had been' 
reduced to “a single commando 
group, the Donosti Commando". He 
argued that “the very basis of the ; 


anti-terrorist campaign should con¬ 
tinue to be (the public’s! confidence 
in the state's security forces". 

The police coup came at a time of 
political confusion. Two days ear¬ 
lier, the "peace plan” for the Basque 
Country proposed by the lehen- 
dakari (the head of the Basque gov¬ 
ernment), Jos6 Antonio. Ardanza, 
was turned down by the PP and the 
Socialist party,,who found it "unreal¬ 
istic". The Socialists' fear is'that the 
plan will further fuel the aspirations 
of the ultra-nationalists. , 

This means that the plan is to all 
intents and purposes stillborn. It 
Mil be given a second reading only: 
after the election of. the Basque I 
Autonomous Parliament, scheduled 1 
for the autumn.' ; 

Ardanza, who belongs to. the- 
moderate Basque Nationalist party j 
(PNV) and has decided not to stand | 
again for the post of lehendokari , 1 


hoped that the peace proposal 
would be his “political testament". 
With that in mind he had presented 
it to the Ajuria Enea, the assembly 
that gropps together all Basque 
democratic forces except the 
separatist coalition, Herri Batasuna 
. (HB), ETA's political wing. 

To put an end to violence in the 
Basque Country, Ardanza sug¬ 
gested opening, up a. dialogue — 
which he regards as a vital counter- 
. balance to police repression, which 
cannot on its own solve the problem 
.— by including .HB in the negotia¬ 
tions, .on condition that'ETA agreed i 
to stop killing people. . I 

The dialogue was supposed to be i 
"without restrictions": no issue, : 
including, the possible right to self- 
determination, woqld be taboo. The 
PP and the Socialists, both involved : 
tn an election campaign .aimed at j 
: eroding the PNV’s constituency in; 


the Basque Country,. 
was “too risky". They prefer® 
put their money on ?ucc«J 
lice operations as a method 
bating ETA terrorism- . .- .J 
The awkward predicflmem® J 
PNV. which is torn bewj , 
nationalist urge to bringing 
die different Basque. Pr 
strands and its pragmatic ^ 
for the Madrid governed*? 

PP _ whose intransigence i. 

demits — way have the 
weakening the cohesion 
cratic force? in the 
that is so vital for the 

,errori8m ' (March 21) 
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IT IS difficult to know which aspect 
lof List week’s sale of publisher 
Random House lo be most sur¬ 
prised by: die fact that the enor¬ 
mously wealthy yet notoriously 
parsimonious Westphalian Bertels¬ 
mann lias finally bought something, 
or that Advance Publications, the 
United States company led by the 
charismatic S I Newhouse, decided 
lo sell with so little warning. 

The price paid, widely rumoured 
In bo around $2 billion, makes the 
deal an easy option for the New- 
houso family business. The Random 
House stable of authors, which in¬ 
cludes Salman Rushdie, Martin 
Amis. John Grisham and Michael 
Crichton, might look like a money- 
printing outlet, but senior execu¬ 
tives at the company have battled to 
improve modest returns. 

Bertelsmann will add the asset to 
its Bantam Doubleday Del] publish¬ 
ing group and rename the whole 
shooting match Random House. 

Meg Geldens, media analyst with 
Merrill Lynch, says: "There are 
signs with this purchase that Ber¬ 
telsmann is deciding lo focus very 
firmly on the consumer business, in 
the same way that Reed has focused 
unprofessional publishing. 

The next move may be to ratio¬ 
nalise some of the divisions which 
(illoutside the consumer area." 

While the crowned heads of pub- 
"•hing remain agog at the over- 
: ’totaling — and some might think 
ciidesirable — concentration of 
fewer within the book world, Ber- 
tflsmann remains something of a 
I dull enigma when arrayed against 
the other great European media 
^rations. 

Wiih Rupert Murdoch and Silvio 
“trlusconi locked in Machiavellian 
jrtrigtie. it is easy to forget that 
Bertelsinann trounces even News 
Corporation in size. Bui as it seeks 
no Political clout through owning 
ftews or opinion publications out- 
Sl< * Germany, it does not excite the 
^kind of interest. 

The same could not be said of the 
jewhouse family and Advance 
yJbucaiions. As the gilded family of 
^roerican publishing, with the 
Und* Nast titles and the New 
; 0I p* r magazine as their most hlgh- 
businesses, this reordering 
‘ (he family silver has prompted 
sit up and take notice 
‘^latest development 
when a man like Newhouse 
squishes his hold on a coterie of 
ruers as famous as those on the 
House list, it prompts 
JS^ion that he may be looking 
hiriher strategic modifications, 
here is little doubt that Advance 
wn,, hold on its glam- 

and profitable Condi Nast 
division. The only trail of 
s ,n,, 18 toe New Yorker, which 

tv J around$1 ° million a year. 
New v i V v rtislng community in 
Npw v j k® 8 been expecting the 
(he rn°Iu e », to *** moved closer to 
ah#,* ■ b° 8 °m — with joint 

^ntaWelibH^^ ^ ^ t0ltS 

Jjw* be 811 entirely rational 
C'^^ong way from the 
Put inn Advance may be about to 
tad JT nt on ^ ie back burner 
t which w 0se Publications 
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Lean times... Food aid to developing countries has declined sharply photo johm moore 

Asia backlash hits the poor 


Charlotte Penny _ 

D eveloping countries face 

a deepening crisis us rich 
governments' aid budgets 
sink to new lows, Ihe World Bank 
warned last week. Their problems 
will be compounded by the fall-out 
from the Asian crisis which has 
caused private investors to pull out 
of emerging markets. 

Private investment in low- and 
middle-income countries reached 
an all-time high last year of $256 bil¬ 
lion. six times the size ol official aid 
budgets, according to the World 
Bank’s annual report on aid and in¬ 
vestment. But most of ihe money 
was lent before turbulence began to 
spread throughout Asia in the sec¬ 
ond half of the year, causing in- 

Deollnlng aid. ,_ 
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vestors lo retreat from emerging 
markets. 

"This is a year where we saw not 
just (lie opportunities but also the 
risks of international capital flows," 
said Joseph Stiglilz, the World Bnnk's 
chief economist. The East Asian cri¬ 
sis — and its worldwide ramifications 
— reminds us of the risks that private 
capital poses for all countries." 

Tile World Bank forecasts that 
three of the five countries involved 
in the crisis. Indonesia. Thailand and 
South Korea, will suffer economic 
contraction or zero growth this year, 
while growth rales in Malaysia and 
the Philippines will fall sharply. 

Third World countries not in¬ 
volved in the original crisis will also 
suffer from the fall-out, according to 
the World Bank, as investors lump 
them with the countries in trouble. 
Long-term investment flows to de¬ 
veloping countries may fall in 1998, 
adding to the problems caused by 
the ongoing decline In aid from rich 
countries. 

Official aid from Western govern¬ 
ments, which remains the most 
bnportant source of development 
finance for die poorest countries, 
declined last year to $373 billion, a 
drop in real terms of 12.3 per cent on 
the previous year, and the fifth year 
In a row that grants and soft loans to 
tite most needy countries have de¬ 
clined. Aid budgets are nearly a third 
lower than 10 years ago in real terms, 
having fallen to 0.25 per cent of rich 
countries’ annual output, compared 
with 0.35 per cent when the West 


was at its must generous in the early 
1980s. Only the Scandinavian coun¬ 
tries meet the 0.7 |ier cent target set 
by tlte United Nations. 

•There is a real dnngcr that . . . 
we are reaching such new luws that 
we will ntrt be able to provide the 
development needs of the world’s 
poorest countries in today's global 
economy,” said Masood Ahmed, the 
World Bank's vice-president for 
poverty reduction. 

The World Bank says donors 
have been getting stingier at a time 
when more people need aid. The 
number of people living on less than 
a $1 a day rose from 1.2 billion in 
1987 to 1.3 billion in 1993, while 
access to education and health ser¬ 
vices has worsened. 

“The decrease in foreign aid 
threatens many of the poorest coun¬ 
tries in the world, which are most In 
need of capital but have Che least 
ability to attract private money," said 
Professor Stiglitz. 

The World Bank blames the tur¬ 
moil in Asia mostly on undet^regu¬ 
lated, weak financial sectors in the 
countries concerned. But .destabilis¬ 
ing "hot money" Howb turned what 
began as a problem in the Thai 
property market into a crisis for the 
whole region. Investors rushed to 
pull Out money from the crisis-hU 
countries, compounding the struc¬ 
tural problems. 

Prof Stiglitz said it was time to 
talk pbout reforms “that can bring 
the advantages of globalisation 
wh lie reducing their risks". ■ 


UK proposes new World Bank lending policy 


Al«t Brummer ; 1 _ 

B ritain is to propose a 
radical reform of the World 
Bank's lending policy, tinder 
which the bigger developing 
countries would pay hiffher 
charges for their loans, !with the 
extra income diverted to the 
globe's poorest nations. 

Details of the UK proposal are 
expected to be unveifod by the 
British Chancellor, Gordon . 
Brown, at this month’s bpring 
meetings of the World Bank/ 
International Monetary Fund in 
Washington. The proposal could 
find its way on to the agenda for 
ihe Binhingham Group of Seven 


will be tightly focused on the 
Aslan crisis and Britain's efforts 
to cbmbat debt ahd poverty In . 
Africa. ' ., . 

" Preliminary work suggests 
that by charging higher rates to' " 
bigger emerging market 
■ economies such as China, India 
and Brazil, the Worid Bank • 
could generate greater Income, 
which could be diverted to the 
poorer countries of Africa, i : 

Ceptral America and .the former 
Soviet Union, vla the Bank’s . 
trust funds. . ti 

The extra cash would be pwtic-' 
idariy valuable ta advancing the ; 
Joint World Bank/IMF scheme to 
cancel the debt of the poorest 
tiatinnn of Africa bv2000.' 


FINANCE 19 


In Brief _ 

J ACQUES SANTER, the Euro¬ 
pean Commission president, 
offered Britain “flexibility” on 
the requirements for joining the 
European single currency, and 
said tirat two years' probation 
Inside the Exchange Rate Mech¬ 
anism might be waived if the 
pound remained stable. Mean¬ 
while DeAnne Julius, one of the 
Bank of England's top economists, 
warned that unemployment 
would soar in every country that 
joined the single currency. 


O PEC oil producers approved 
their first output cuts in 
years under a pact to lower 
supply by about 2 per cent and 
raise prices in alliance with non- 
cnrtcl petroleum powers. 


J AN LESCHLY, chief executive 
of SmithKline Beechani, set a 
new British record for executive 
pqy with a salary and perks pack¬ 
age worth nearly $115 million, 
prompting speculation that vast 
US-stylc remuneration deals 
might gain a foothold in Britain. 


R OGUETRAUKRYhsuo 
H aniHtinkA wns jailed for 
eight years for his pivotal role 
in the 82 .ti billion Sumitomo 
copper scandal, which created 
chaos on the copper market. 


T ONY BLAIR announced a 
$160 million package to 
help businesses forestall chaos 
predicted as a result of the 
millennium computer bug. 

L LOYDS TSB, the UK’s biggest 
high street bank, was ordered 
to withdraw a memo telling staff 
not to switch customers into 
accounts that would pay them 
higher rates of interest. 

T HE gap between rich and 
poor in Britain narrowed in 
the last few years of the Tory gov¬ 
ernment, reversing the trend of 
the Thatcher years, according to 
the Rowntree Foundation. 


T HE fashion empire Next saw 
$1,000 million wiped off its 
share value In one day after It 
said Its profits were in decline as 
- a result of stocking clothes that 
were too trendy for its customers. 

FOREIGN EXCHANQE8 7 

Starting ntu Starting rataa 
ItafahM March OS 


The British proposa ls likely 
to be viewed sympathetically by 
thiS United States, the Bank's 
largest shareholder, and from 
' the president of the Work| Bank. 
However .there may be leas en¬ 
thusiasm from Germany, which 
until now has shown scant sup¬ 
port for the efforts led by Britain 
to ease the debt burden of the ■■ 
poorest cqiintrtes. 

.It is bound to be contentious 
among the \Vorid Bank's big 1 
customers, including China and 
, India, which will have fectored- 
' In cheaper borrowing costs. But 
since several of these countries 
run balance of payments sur¬ 
pluses, meeting the extra cost 

should not be a problem. 


AintraDa 

Austria < 

Btfgluin 

Canute 

Denmarit 

Fisnos 

GemWv I 
HongKong 
totarvd ' 
Baly" 

Japan 
NWerisncll 
New Zealand 
NoiwW , 
Portugal 
Span 
Sweden 
Bwftzartarid 1 
USA' ■' ' 
ECl) . 


2.6288-2.631B 
tt.76-21.77 

63.75- 63SS 
2.3844-2.3863 

11.75- 11S0 
10.33-10-37 

3.0827-3-0854 

1269-12-66 

1.2301-1.2326 
3.0484.052 ■ 
241.61-221.78 
34861 -3.4888 
3.0233-3.0256 
(2.70-12-72 ' 
310.73-317.0fl 
282.46-282.70 
13,28-1330 
2.5443-2.6468 
1.8770-1.8778 
1.6588-1.5578 


2.8118-25163 
21.65-24.67 
63.17-83.28 
2.3770-2.3783 
11*7-11*8 
10.27-1027., 
3.0830-30668 
1248-12.98 
1.2100-1.22l'k 
3016-3,021 
21834-218.63 
3.4531-3.4660 
2-8769-2.8843 
12.66-12 87 
313.68-313J90 
289.74-290.01 
13.30-13 32 
2.6002-25034 

utote-isTfa 

1.5412-1.5437 


mSlOQ MteMu dawn OB. tel 6841APTM M0 
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Birkbeck’s imaginative use of the Internet is steering its courses towards more students. Donald MacLeod talks to the new man atthei^ 

College casts a wider Net 

F OR a man who is expanding I Digitised images of molecules I students are part time. There are an- 
his university on to the Inter- which n student can explore on other 20,000 extra-mural students, 
net. Tim O'Shea can be re- screen seem more suited to new "We are a small university and the 


F OR a man who is expanding 
his university on to the Inter¬ 
net, Tim O'Shea can be re¬ 
markably rude about computers. A 
“cargo cult" is how he describes 
much of the enthusiasm for in¬ 
stalling new technology in schools 
and universities in the fond hope 
that learning and teaching will auto¬ 
matically improve. 

The new Master of Birkbeck Col¬ 
lege. London, insists that there is no 
point in setting up virtual courses 
on the Net without the research 
back-up. "It isn't enough to have the 
wires, you have got to be using the 
technology in n meaningful way," he 
says, Simply pulling a book uu to a 
CD-Rom can be “gormless" — his 
favourite hate is the Maastricht 
I real y on disk. 

Birkbeck already has more than 
CO students actively following crys¬ 
tallography degrees via the Net — 
the college would be happy to have 
16 in such a specialised subject if 
they were drawn from London 
alone, remarked Professor O'Shea. 

For the institution that once 
boasted Rosalind Franklin — one of 
the trio of scientists who discovered 
DNA — it is a natural extension. “It 
builds on an unambiguous research 
strength of the college. We are the 
only university with a department of 
crystallography. Birkbeck can 
reach out around the world and say 
we are world leaders — you can 
come to Bloomsbury metaphori¬ 
cally and do it" 


Digitised images of molecules 
which a student can explore on 
screen seem more suited to new 
technology than Impressionist paint¬ 
ings. But history of art courses are 
particularly suited to computer- 
based study now that museums and 
auction houses, such as Christie’s 
and Sotheby's, as well as universi¬ 
ties, have archives of digitised 
images. Until now students had to 
cotne into the college'9 premises to 
look at slides. Now a curator in Paris 
or New York or Los Angeles can fol¬ 
low a virtual Birkbeck course. 

Perhaps surprisingly, one of the 
oldest areas of academic life — the 
classics — could expand through 
new technology. All the texts are on 
electronic databases. 

Archaeology is another potential 
boom area for the same reason — 
the information from digs is now 
stored on computers and available 
to students. 

With the fourth-highest propor¬ 
tion of active research staff after 
Cambridge. Edinburgh and War¬ 
wick, Birkbeck sustains its ad¬ 
vanced teaching by research, says 
Prof O'Shea. “The concept of n 
teaching-only university is really 
unhelpful. Without the research you 
are wasting your time. That's why 
Oxford and Cambridge do well in 
teaching quality because in the end 
the research feeds through.” 

Birkbeck does not Tit the usual 
profile of a university. More than 
nine out of 10 of its 6,000 degree 


students are part time. There are an¬ 
other 20,000 extra-mural students. 
"We are a small university and the 
only game in town is to grow. We are 
not about to put up many buildings 
but we can carry the special quali¬ 
ties and our research strengths to a 
wider audience. 

"People are boxed into busy 
careers — we can reach the bits of 
your time that other universities 
can't. We cannot use technology to 
teach more cheaply but we can to 
reach out to a wider number of peo¬ 
ple. There is no way it would replace 
the current staff with computers.” 

Birkbeck survived an extremely 
serious funding crisis and under his 
predecessor, Tessa (now Lady) 
Blackstone, emerged bigger and fi¬ 
nancially healthier — a remarkable 
achievement which gives her credi¬ 
bility in dealing with the higher edu¬ 
cation sector ns a minister, he says. 

There is nothing to stop any num¬ 
ber of people from "eavesdropping” 
on a Birkbeck course on the Net. 
That is fine by Prof O’Shea, it acts 
as an advertisement — but they 
must pay fees for help from tutors 
or assessment that leads to the final 
certificate. 

He sees no contradiction between 
the importance of classics and his¬ 
tory of art and the Government’s 
enthusiasm for lifelong learning and 
a workforce constantly updating its 
skills. “Education is deeper than 
understanding the particular voca¬ 
tional skills you need to perform 




Seat of learning .. . Birkbeck's Professor O'Shea wants to brings 
world to London’s Bloomsbury fhotow 1 * gw* 


your job in the year you graduate... 
Sometimes there seems to he an 
overemphasis on a narrow defini¬ 
tion of vocational education.’ 1 

Research is essential hut it cannot 
be done on a narrow basis. “We can't 
predict the future but we need to 
make sense of it as U occurs." Thai 
can mean putting vocational knowl¬ 


edge in a context of philosophy*' - 
cranin' or fundamental science 
“It is easy lo respond and > 
will set up a course on oomph* 
and tourism or hotel business. 1: 
you need to pul them into a larf 
context so that. 10 years from ox- 
people will be able to make sense-' 
what is happening." 


INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR Mamberof 
(fSEj) PROTECTED LANDSCAPES IMOKI 

TUb successful management of national parks and protect- ■ m 

ed areas la becoming an Increasingly complex task requlr- ^ WwW C*“«vati«» (Mob 

Ing a wide range of knowledge and new skills. Rising to this challenge, the International Centra for 
Protected Landscapes and the University of Wales offer an 

M8c In PROTECTED LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 

Integrating Conservation and Development Programmes 
By Distance Learning 

This hlghfy vocational programme Is aimed In particular at professionals working In. or otherwise 
Interested In protected area management. ICPL currently has over 1QQ students In 36 countries 
around the world. 

The programme is International in Its approeoh, drawing heavily on recent Ideas and experiences 
Irorr around the world. It covers Issues such as: protected area systems and the protected land¬ 
scape approach: the policy context; management plan preparation; partnership, stewardship and 
collaborative management; communication and conflict resolution; and environmental tourism. 

For further details, brochure and application farms please contact: 

The international Centre for Protected Landscapes 
University of Wales, Unit 8E Science Park, Aberystwyth SY23 3AH, Wales, UK 
Fax: +44 1970 622619 e-mail; lopwwwOaber.ao.uk 



MA in Conflict analysis and management 


R oyal Road's newest graduate degree 
. program provides the necessary skills 


IV program provides the necessary skills 
to identify, analyse nod manege group 
conflict In a variety of international and 
domestic arenas. 1 his two year disunite 
learning interdisciplinary prugrain 
includes two five week residency periods 
at Royal Roads University. 


Fur program information, 
coll (250) WI 2505 
Fax (230) 101-2522 

P-inail- rriirrglsrrnrfiProyalrotd5.ia 

Yon t.in write to 

rhe Registrar. Royal Hoads University. 
2005 SiHike Rond. Victoria. B.C 
VUG 3Y2CANADA 


I ILEX Tutorial College; the leading provider 
of legal training through distance learning. 

Interested in a career in law? 

Want to develop your career? 

Distance learning gives rau new opportunities. 

Contact Distance (earning is the flexible way to study for 
ITC for professional qualifications, whether converting 

/iirfhrr a non-law degree, gaining Fellowship of 

information xhe institute of Legal Executives, or maintaining 
*- aw Soclet yCPO requirements. 

the ITC Covering over 70 examination subjects In law, 
prospectus, itc has the course for you. ITC courses support 
* your professional development by combining 
ref: CWt dedicated course materials, personal tutors, 

face-to-face tuition, revision packs and courses. 
That is why ITC courses really are... 




...courses for careers 


ILEX Tutorial College 

College House. Kcmpjsion Manor. Kcmpslo/i. Bedford MK42 7AB, UK 
DX: 124782 Kempstan 2 Mon lo Fri: 9.im ■ 5pm & Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel:+44 (0H234 84 fOIO Fax: +44(0. 1234 841010 

Email: ilsJawGilevtotorfal.flc.i/k Web: liltpr/Avwvv.ilex-tulorial ar.uk 


The Uni vers vxxofj/dric 

MA IN TEACHING ENGLISH 
TO YOUNG LEARNERS (BY DISTANCE) 

The EFL Unit of lhe Department of Educational Studies, University of 
York runs the only distance specialized MA in TBYL in Britain. The 
course starts In August of each year (or in-coualry at other limes of the 
year). Course Director Annie Hughes 

This Is a 2-year course arid Involves 8 multimedia self-study 
modules, plus participation in a 2-week Intensive course. Normally 
this will be held at the university of York cash August. 

Alternatively, inhere is n large group. In-country reaching is 
possible. 

Participants can choose to focus on one of the following age groups: 
6-llyr, ll-l6yr,or6-l6yr. 

Assessment is by eight module assignments over the course, some 
of which require the carrying out of small-scale classroom-based 
research projects. - j 

Emphasis is on Ihe linking of Theory and Practice, making exten¬ 
sive use of material from authentic classes. 

For further information contact: 

Tile EFL Unit Secretary 

Language Teaching Centre Tel: 44 1904 432480 , 

University of York Fox: 44 1904 432481 

York. YOI 5DD.UK e-mail: efi@ , york-ac.uk “ 


cJFie C°Kege of c lSaturaf 

(fimntlcil I'l/’ij 

The Pitnctpiil. Nnrm»n V ddw. hm b«n n Vkkuwhwi 1 >m 40 ywr*. ^ 
Lvluruil in mam counirta In Europe nnd Anwrk-u. hm mp h.-un awnN 

Diploifiiiy hi rccojiniiiun of ho work in nllcmotn* pieman*' ■ 
Dlpbmm C'amrtpmnfmrr Ciwnn »ft aJfend/tU- 

HOMOEOPATHY 

NUTRITION ■■ t 

HERBAL MEDICINE 
NATUROPATHY 

for u i/owileitprotpti tm fdemc cimtnvt, yHattng ftrfl ^ ' 
THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL 'THERAPJ 
133 Galley Road. Gailev. ChiwUv. Cheshire. SM ” 
Tel: +dd fW 16 / 491 4314 Fas: a -44 ttU 1.61 49141 * ^ 

J MA in Teaching English «w T7| 

• ./ International Business r\ 

' /• a pervasive emphasis on interpathoaU^m . 

j • work alongside managers In a 

company placement . _ oIV j ' 

.. f apply the theory Bad practice of straitf 

j ogement lo your career - ^ 

■ / • competitive bursaries now available l> t«_ 

/ _.._m.wA irE I ..-i 


ir B stnnuiw- iinuinn i nM M . --- . . - 

Department of Languages ■ -Kit/, 
University of Central Lantobhire / . 

Preston, PR J 2HE. 

Telephone 017?2 893130 • 

•SutJaet lQ validation . ■ ■■ ; ' Jj kfc 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND HLUMAGi; 

Atiitlvsis, Intnrprctotion ai *<l Mniiaj't'iiienl 


Did you know that you 
can novo Atudy {ok oua 
MA dcQhJLt uiluZ&t you 
ojul waking? 

How? By VrUtanct Lqma.vu.yiq! 

You will work through four modules consisting of specially 
prepared self-study materials: 

• Planning and Management of Archaeological Projects 
• Landscape Archaeology 

• The Archaeology of Standing Buildings 

• Interpretation and Presentation of the 

Archaeological Heritage 

A dissertation will also be completed as part of the course, 
tou can choose when to start: May, October or February. 
There Is only so much we can tell you here, so for In-depth 
information, write to Dr A D McWhlrr at the School of 
Archaeological Studies, University of Leicester, University 
Road, Leicester LEI 7RH, UK. Or e-mail: adm3@ie.acuk 
Please quote ref: GW4S8 

For more Information of the School, you'll find us on the 
Internet'. http://wmle.BC.uk/BrchaeolQgy/ 
Promoting excellence in University teaching and research 



\ Leicester 
University 


School of Archaeological Studies 


school of education 

r JLu MEd AND BPhlKEd) DEGREES 

m I H W certificate of advanced 

^ l PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 

TT* School of Education ai Exeter is one of ihe largest in the UK. 
,'ihw an enviable reputation for research and leaching. The 
pougruduaie community of the School is made up mainly of 
tvpenenced teachers who are undertaking further-professional 
'idy either at Exeier or by senii-dismnce learning. 

A wide-ranging programme of modules provides ihe basis for work 
dm can lead io MEd and BPIiiKEdi degrees or to Certificates in 
■Unmced Professional Studies. Many of ilie modules are available 
ht wnl‘distance learning. This way of working includes some 
ttfflaci with University lutors and oiher students, and the use of 
'penally wriiten materials with tasks and assignments. 

Spedal Fields of Study Include 

early years education 
maths education 
PRIMARY education 

professional studies for teachers and trainers 
SPECIAL educational needs 

LEADERSHIP and MANAGEMENT rN EDUCATION 
Applicants should 

III either be qualified teachers or hold an equivalent professional 
qualificaiion 

(2j if appropriate, have an IELTS score of 6.5 including 6 for 
^riling, or a TOEFL score or 550+ ond aTWE, Band 5. 

For further information on these and oiher courses (Including full 

bme MEd/BPhil(Edt degrees) please contact 

I 7 Sec retnry. Continuing Professional Development Office. 

School of Education, University of Exeter, Heavhree Road, Exeter, 

°tt»*EX12LU, UK. 

jW 01392 264838, Fax: 01392 264810 

f**- E.Henderson@exeter.ac.uk 




YOU CAN STUDY ALMOST 
ANYTHING, ALMOST 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
Start anytime! 

Management, up to MBA 

GCSE, A Levels and technical programmes for 

individuals and organisations 

Ask for your free copy of The A to Z of open 

learning courses 

OPEN LEARNING CENTRE 
INTERNATIONAL i 

(Dep GW49B) 24 King Street, dumanhon SA3I IBS UK 
Phone: + 44 1267 233 268 Fax: +44 1267 238 179 
B-mall:po0olc I cctMc.iik 
lafounuton on tbs Worldwide Web; 


Sr-i us in I >11 l>lri> \|n il 1 1 --I ■!< 

Hu < .nit l itm-.tliiut I xliiliilicii 


“UNIVERSITY 
WITHOUT 

WALLS Robert 

IN Kennedy 

SWITZERLAND” University 


NOW YOU CAN APPLY TO OUR UNIVERSITY FOR 
THE DISTANCE LEARNING QUALIFIED PROGRAM. 
YOU CAN OBTAIN ONE OF THE FOLLOWING 
DEGREES; 

* BACHELOR IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (B.B.A.) 

* BACHELOR OF SCIENCE OF LAW iB.S.L.) 

* MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (M.B.A.) 

* MASTER OF LAWS (L.L.M.) 

* DOCTORATE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
(PH.D.) 

* DOCTORATE IN JURISPRUDENCE (J.D.) 

It is now time to stan Our Swiss University is (he only one 
offering you all these progams. Students can maintain 24 hour 
a day contact with our tutors, by telephone, fax or internet. 

We give credits for work, life and business experience. 

For immediate start, or any more free information contact 
us now: 

WTC - LEUTSCHENBACHSTRASSE 95 - 8050 
ZURICH, SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE: +41-1-308 3908 
TELEFAX: +41-1-308 3500 
INTERNET: 

WWW.WEBSPAWNER.COM/USERS/KENNEDYUN1VERSITY 
E-MAIL: KENNEDYUNIVERlSTY@YAHOO.COM 


wmm 





SMMESI 

si&s&isa 


IH Diploma in 
Educational Management 

• Distance Tralnlhg Programme for those In ELT 
management 

• Course work solidly rooted in work practice 

• Starting dates In September '98 and January '99 


International House 

■ i :•. r • • •, hi. • - iff vVr / * i : i 

I. • :.{ . 1 I'M -h i .. . i ‘ i 
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! A complete Brunei Unlvaraity Postgraduate MSo In 

Building Services Engineering 


Study at home or at work 
Learn at your own pace 
Follow carefully structured, self-study 
programme based on high quality course 
materials 

Taka examinations at approved overseas 
centres or at Brunei 


Now in Its fifth year, our dluance learning MSc in Building Setrices 
Engineer-inf is your opportunity to gain a valuable qualification whlmui 
leaving yout wviit. 

The MSc by distance learning Is exactly the same at our one year fiill-lhue 
MSc course and ymtr MSc degree will be Identical in every mpr-ct in that 
awarded to fall-time MSc students. 

Flexibility If the key. The eight i in id tiles and dissertation which unite up the 
course can lie completed al n rote which suits yem w/tJnn .t to $ rears. The 
modules ore Building Heat Transfer & Air Camlitionins; Building 
Management A Control Systems' Electrical Services & UghfhiM Dedgw: 
Environmental Design >C Utility Services: Fluid Services A Ur.n Transfer 
Equipment; Management; Energy Concer sum Jc Energy Management: 
Design urnl Organisation. 

For those experienced engineers who do not possess the minimum entn 
qualifications, a foundation module Is offered to facilitate ai cess to the 
course. 

Brunet University Pe/niriMcnt of Mechanical Engineering Is recognised by 
CIBSE as a CPD nmrse provider and is it registered IMeck/E/IEE CPU 
provider. 

For further information nnd tin application torm. comaa 

Ms Debra Barker, Department Mechanical Engineering, Brunet 

University, L'xbrldge. Middx, UD8 JFH. United Kingdom 

TEL: +44 (0) 1895 203269 FAX: +44 (0) 1895 203266 

e-mall: rnsc-bulldlng-servir'M&bru neluie.uk 

URL: bit p:/A» ww.brunet.RC.uk/dep la/nie/cauncs/'msc.hlni 


Department of Educational Studies 

Distance Learning Programme 

Top Rated for Research and Training 

Interested in developing your understand inf* of education? 
Then consider studying for a Diploma. Masters or taught 
Doctorate through one of our flexible professional 
development courses. 

Educational Studies 
English Language Teaching 
Literacy 

Science Education 
Inclusive Education 
EdD 

Further details and applications can be obtained from 
Mrs C A Worboys, The University of Sheffield, 
Department of Educational Studies, 388 Glossop Road, 
Sheffield S10 2JA. Answerphone: +44 (0) 114 222 8] 18, 
Fax: +44 (0) 114 2788318, E-mail: cpd0shefficld.ac.uk 

For up-to-date information about the Department's 
courses and research visit our Web Site al: 
http://wYVW.shef.ac.uk/unUacademic/D-H/edu 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 


Tin: LNivrusi i v 


or sin:i i ii i.i > 


UNIYERSIIY enqutrieg@eisa.loii.MMk 
OF LONDON * 


EXTERNAL PROGRAMME 


httpi //tnnr. Ion. ao. ufc/ 
external 




Do you enjoy 
independent study? 

The University of London 
External Programme offers a 
wide range of BA, BSc, MA & MSc 
qualifications at a distance. 


UNDERGRADUATE STUDY AVAILABLE; Law, Economics; 
Management; Accounting & Finance; Banking & Finance; 
English; Divinity; German; Spanish & Latin American Studies; 
French; Italian; Philosopliy; Jewish History; Education; Music. , 
POSTGRADUATE STUDY AVAILABLE: Law; Distance 
Education; Occupational Psychology; Health Systems Manage^ . 
ment; Organizational Behaviour, Dental Radiology; Conujiuruly 
Den^l PrwXioe; Drugs & Alcohol; Policy & Intervention; 
Infectious Diseases; Public Policy & Management. Geography. 
Contact: (98-WG-04) Room /, Senate House, Male! Streep 
London WCIE 7tiV, UK. or Tel: 0171 636 SOOO extn 31S0 
or Fax: bill 636 5841. 
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You can’t work 
and study for 
an MSc - right? 

Wrong! 

Ybu con now) And If you've extensive professional 
experience, we can also give special consideration 
to applicants without a BA or a BSc keen to 
enhance their career prospects. Van'll study by 
distance learning at the internationally 
renowned Scarman Centre at Leicester University 
to gain a Master of Science degree in one of the 
following subjects: 

Criminal Justice Studies 
PubUc Order Studies . 

Risk, Crisis & Disaster 
Management 

Study or Security Management 

Security & Crime Risk 
Management 

(Criminal Jinnee Studies is recognised by the Law Society 
for CPD. Each module oil bath Security Management 
Courses «rns 3 CPP Credits (awards nrenttflcatlonajui 
ore act [edited by AOS.) 

These two-year courses are specifically designed 
to fit in with your working life and to enhance 
the skills and knowledge of those responsible for 
Security, Crime and Risk Management in the 
private and public sector. Courees commence In 
March and September each year. 

Ybu’JI find that gaining one of these Master or 
Science degrees will be a first-class personal 
investment. It will increase your expertise, help 
Improve on best practice in your professional 
life, and it will certainly enhance your career 
development opportunities. 

Above all, it wilt be of immediate benefit to 
employer and employee alike. 

Tb find out more, complete and return the coupon 
below without delay. 

^j|p^ Seaman Centre 
LEICESTER UNIVERSITY 

Promoting tmtttnct In Unfmrlcy reaching and research 


Ite Ttw Witonce Uamlng Admlnlatroun; Hk Scnmuui Centre, 
Ukevur Italverrity, Hh Man, 1M Upper New Walk, Lckancr 
U17IJMJK. (Ifel: +44 116 252 3946 or Fax +44 1I6Z525766) 
quoting Ref na GW/MG/B+. 

[onilmrreflKl In the___MSc. 

Flrait laid im an Information pack. 

Mam*___ 


Address___ 


Daytime HI ao_ 



Advanced Certificate in 
English Language Teaching 


is available by Distance Learning or as a full-time intensive 
course. The distance version runs from January or May and 
includes a 2-week intensive module during the summer. 

Intensive summer courses for teachers: 

Teaching and Learning Engifsh;CEBLT Preparation Course; 
Teaching English for Specific Purposes; Teaching English for 
Business Purposes: Teaching English for Medical Purposes; 
Teaching Literature in EFL; Ornmmar and Communicative 
Teaching; Drama for TEFL; Teaching Young Learners; 
Pronunciation for Language Teachers. 

INSTITUTE for APPLIED LANGUAGE STUDIES 1 
University of Edinburgh 

^ ^, 21 Hill Place EDINBURGH EtiS 9DP 

/ Tel 0131 650 6200 Fax 0131 667 5927 1 
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An MBA of 

DISTINCTION FROM 

Scotland's Top 
Business School 

fe are currently accepting applications 
for our Full lime and Open Learning MBA. 
!(the challenge of an MBA appeals to you, 
contact us free from anywhere in the UK on; 

0800 66 1966 

If outside UK 

Tel;+44(0)141553 6118/6119/6049 

f OPEN LEARNING FULLTIME i 

Flexible completion 1 1 months suiting 

time (2-5 years) Coadwnusuii&if in October 


U.\n i h at 

m(h.ac.uk/i)cpartnn.n(s/SC.HS * ; i: ' ; ’ ’ 1 " 


MBA 

by distance learning 


Svi ,u!u U iU: 
Miistri ol 

IlllMIU-'tS 
Ailministiatioi 



• Buenos Aires - tel + 541 373 4976 

• Athens- tel + 30 1 360 9164 

• Mauritius - tel + 230 212 1599 

• Seychelles - tel + 248 383 000 

• Hong Kong - tel + 852 2721 5919 

• Singapore - tel + 65 3321511 

• Guildford - tel + 44 1483 259347 

Sems University of Surrey 

“ Tel: 01483 259347 

Fax: 01483 259511 - http://www.sems.surrey.ac.uk 
Entail: sems@surrey.ac.uk 

University of Surrey, Guildford, Surrey GU2 5XH 
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email: IALS.enquiries@ed.ac.uk 


University of Leeds 

- Department of 
East Asian Studies 

Rated excellent In 

1997 National Teaching Quality Aaauranoe 

The Master of Arts In Asia Pacific Studies 

The MA in Asia Pacific Studies is a Master’s level programme at one 
of Europe's leading centres for the study of Asia. It Is designed 
specifically lor candidates who require a strategic understanding of 
the Asia Pacific, now recognized as the most dynamic region In the 
world economy. The programme explores the major l89uea In the 
region's economic and political development, with a focus on 
contemporary concerns. A key feature or the course Is the flexible 
provteion of language leaching: you may sludy Chinese or Japanese, 
from elementary to advanced levels. 

The MA has received Specialist Recognition by the ESRC 
for Area Studies and E8RC scholarship! are available. 
Contact: Department of East Aslan Studies, University of 
Leeds, Leeds L82 9JT, United Kingdom. 

Tel: +44 (O) 113 233 3460 
Email: eaataafanOleedo.ao.uk 
http://www.leeds.ao.uk/eaot aalan 


EDITORIAL SKILLS 

Certificated, welt-recognised distance learning courses In 
editing and propf reading. Plenty of advice and help from 
experienced and caring tutors. Advanced editorial courses 
and English grammar courses also available. 

For Tree Information pack, contact 
CHAPTERHOUSE, 2 Southernhay West, ! | 

Exeter, Devon, EX1 1JG England 
Telephone. +44 (0)1392 499488; fax +44 (0) 1392 498008 
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LLM In Information Technology Law by Distil 

http^/Iawwww-iarvar.law,strath.ao.uk/TeBohlhg/UMAUliii 

Strathclyde University Law School la now offering ten in, 
Information Technology Law by Distance Learning owrtfo 
Internet. All study materials are available on our World w* 
Web pages. Communication Is by means of class mat* 
lists and personal email with a tutor. * 

The following modules must be completed before pocwfroia 
write the dissertation (15,000 - 20,000 words) on a approved* 
topic In the area of Information Technology Law. ' 

Legal Aspects of Information Security 1 

Liability for Defective Software 

Introduction to Telecommunications and Regulation of the 

Internet 

Intellectual Property 

The course Is primarily concerned with the Impact of LT on 
the law and as such does not require students to haw mm 
than a basic familiarity with the use of computers. 

Module assessment Is on the basis of essay submission 
(approx. 5000 words). 

Students must have a PC/Macintosh and a printer and have, a 
be willing to subscribe to, an Internet Service Provider 

Contact Mrs Linda Ion, The Stenhouse Building, 173 
Cathedral Street, Glasgow G4 0RQ, Tel +44 1 4 1 548 2745, 
Fax+44 141 553 1546, email llnda@law.strath.ac.uk 
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The University of Reading 

Unltid Kingdom 

MAiiif EFL WnLUli) 

! The CALS MA in W'L bus been running former /Jiuo 
I tunl bus mvr WO gmduntes worldwide. This suawfut 
| programme is now being offered through distance M i> 

: The course offers; 

I . ■ highly rated programme of study 
! * an effective combination of theory and prsolloe 
j . an Interesting range ol options 
: . flexibility of study, spread over 2 to B yaeri 
| . Intakes In November and May 

j fmjnrtbcr Iiifurm,tlhm /<A .i\<-aun,ul 

i The Course Administrator (QW) 

I Centra for Applied Language Studlee 

| Tbs University ot Reading P0 Box 241 Reading RMBWB UK 
j m: +44 1189 318512 iw/mw 
i FA*: +441189 758606 
! e-mwu CALSOraidlng.io.uk 
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I tim Decree 
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If you would like taw, details, please contact ^ 
Martin, The Fac5tf of Ui£ Nottingham Lav*** 
The Nottingham IWUnlwrtJty, Nottingb*" 

Tel; +44 (0) 11$ 948 688>4 , . . 

e-mail; ntmette.martin®nturnc.uK^__ Tf -_jj 
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: i Department of Accounting and Finance 

CHAIR OF 
ACCOUNTING 
AND FINANCE 

n 

The University intends lo appoint to the Chair of 
, Accounting and Finance with effist from September, 

, 1998, or a mutually agreeable date. As part of the 
process, applications are invited from those who can 
demonstrate sustained excellence In research and 
teaching In any area of accountancy and finance or 
related areas. Applicants with experience In the 
accounting profession and international agencies 
would be particularly welcome. 

The Department has a well developed research 
culture and has research strength In a number of 
areas covering accountancy and finance. The 
Department achieved a rating of 4 In the Research 
Assessment Exercise In 1996. 

Salary will be within the professorial range. 

Informal enquiries can be made to 
Professor John Holland Tel: 0141-330- 
4136; Pax: 0141-330-4442 or email: 

•p J.B.Holland@accfln.gla.ac.uk 

Further particulars may be obtained 
from the Director of Personae! 

J Services, University of Glasgow, 
Glasgow, G12 8QQ, (or email 
si. Julles@mls.gla.ac.uk) to whom 

applications (3 copies; 1 copy In the case of 
overseas applicants), giving the names and 
addresses of three referees, should be sent on 
or before Thursday 23rd April 1068. la reply 
please quote Ref. No. 133/B8HM/CW. 

The Ihiiivnity»'»ommitudto equality of opportunity in 
tmpkryment. 


TEACH ENGLISH 



TEFL COURSES 


Trinity College Certificate (4-week full-time) for those with 
no experience of teaching English. Trinity College Diploma 
(distance-learning) for experienced teachers. 

Also, courses of English for foreign students. 


For more itotaih;, phone 
UK ++44 171 734 3009, f;m 207 1623, 
e-mail oxhc<i'o;isy/H‘t.co.uk 
OXFORD HOUSE COLLEGE, 
LONDON, 3, OXFORD STREET W t H 1RF 



School of Law UGF) 

Lectureship in European Norwich 
Community Law 

ApplicaJhiits oru Invited for r Lectureship In Europeui CVmnuaihy Law. Tit 
pert b BenemreSy by the C«y SoUchArf FikrMreal Ti\bi rivJ w Sff & 

tixeJ Itmt ol ihrco years fnmi I September I MVR. I1,e succc*.ILI BnVlcam will 
be wpecled u> coninbmc «> research uni lead tins Tlie Selml aiuchas (treaJ 
irifxctance (o rnulniainliip Ihe t^ulRy of iis icachliiu which was rated u 
VKdlem" In ilie >1i|d*cr Education Fumliny Oemnl Tunchiny gualiiy 
Asscssnem. At ihc vine lime die School wishas lo NuU tin hs straif exiaunj; 
re «rcli tee and applieminiw will be c^ceilly wvkrene frnnt carxlitfates with 
cvcelleni research ncluevumeniurpreeiiiinl 

SvSnrv Will tv on llv I vCTlirei A sqiW. llti.W? ti> Ul.Oln pet oreaim or 
l.eciiirtr 11 Aule CI.V+Ib-t-37 0 Hyjvrannmn 

Furllier iwrtlcular, hiiU all HpplIcBlIon rmm should hr ohlalned from lire 
IXrvcinr <if 1‘irvinnil and ItcnlMry Sen iei-s. I 'nbcnlrv of Hast Anvllrt. 
Nfrwidt MU 71J dm%nrrp ,lll|U ' (11RO.L59.149.L e-mail 
i'rrvinnri'H-ura.ui-aL 1, io In- rriunic'l h\ 17 Vfiril 1**98. llertw i|unii- 
refer lure V» IXH. 
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Luton Buflnatt School 

Masters Programmes 

be part of our success story... 
Impressive ranking In touching quality 
aueiunanta, with iluta-of-tho-art horning 
ntourcot provision and wall ettablhhad 
Industrial and commercial links 


m SPECIALIST MBA RANGE 
A rang* of an* y*ar AtBA) for lhaia wtih a pm dtgna 
or equlrolenf and two years'work utportonew. WW mil 
mOnegin or administrators wishing to add skills io 
eenhurata thnir careen. Central route else sraltsbte. 

• MBA Marketing 

• MBA Financial Management 

• MBATourltm Management 

■ MBA International Builnaii 

■ MBA Technology 

■ /EXECUTIVE MBA 

A praiifffoiii ^uaUpeatlon for sonlor manager! and 
oSmioJitratere, with a first degree or e^ulwdem and four 
yedri'worfi expertence, looking lo make a major ilrologlc 
cantribullon fpart-time route afro omMoUo). 

■ BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT MS c 

• MSc Buslneie Decision Management 

■ MSc Tourism Management 

• MSc Marketing Management 

• MSc Financial Aspects of Decision Management 

■ MSc Entrepreneurship and Business Management 

■ MSc Human Resource Management 
Woctolnt pathway! poiiibfe nd>,ecr io MfMoeonj 

■ PART-TIME OPPORTUNITIES 

A fdll range of part-lime ifuallptetlent 
for pmcKilag manager. Is oho available. 


E«/apran Janal funding mo, be o.ailaWr .jn -.oni< tISr .-•'■ii',?' 

for further derails contact Gillian Butt 
Postgraduate Admin litre tar, Unlvenliy of Luton 
Tel 01517 741945 fat- 01582 4S5489 
Cmall: gllllan.biitti^lutar'.ac.uli 

. nni".irrn) 10 ••Kellm , .-i , >■»■■/* .-n.f •«iro.-. 'r 


Micro and Small Enterprise 
Development Manager 

MOZAMBIQUE 

■xtfor the Hungry Imcnml^iul. j 'Tiriitun relief and developiitem 
<im-4Ur.|i Mvki a MtCf. re 'mall lrn. i|ifi •• Iir.il.jjini-.rti Manager (• *r j 

"il location Reqinrentcms • Minim. ! ,• Jr-. unh Mif air I 

'•i’ll k^cUiKmt developmcHix tti •trv.-l..{.lny •»mutlev. PenmeM BacLuetut\ 
■ T<irt. Matter'i prc-lVrred FhreiKV in Englidi and Porniyuete (or Spanish, 
} ' 'i'W or Frenchi. Mum b..- in agrtreiirenl with FHl's Corporate Identity 
I'rmtm Submit cover liner and i V with references io NiaU Waicon. Food 
•f theHungry/IJK, 58 Beulah Riel. Tut.kklw Wdls, Kent. TNI IMP. 
01892 5H4IO 
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Art & Design 

summer courses 

v/>m-Jwivr. p<rec"ro ch:.ser, |.;.r ir-j 

Millennium Dome 

An you an mienor/othor dotignor 
or hoping tope one" Our course* A 
contacts are Invaluabl * 
vis*Hng 1998? 
join our EecWng Envlrorinent 
Colour pf09pectui kom the Academ, 
for An & Design Appreciation 

telephone 01483 458003 
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Legend of the left 


Baroness Lestor of Eccles 

f N MANY ways Joan Lestor, who 
has died aged 66, seemed the 
very personification of the old 
left in die Labour party she loved so 
well. Years before die concept of 
“New" Labour had even been 
dreamed up, indeed long before 
Tony Blair was elected to Parlia¬ 
ment, Joan Lestor was a member of 
the party's traditional left wing. In 
the 1970s Tony Benn was describing 
her in his diaries as a member of 
"the old brigade" and she was herself 
abundantly imbued with many of the 
best characteristics of those who 
shared her politics: she was passion¬ 
ate in her beliefs, fiercely committed, 
loyal and, above all principled. 

She will be remembered for a 
multitude of reasons, of which politi¬ 
cal dedication probably tops the list 
There were a number of causes 
which she espoused — her opposi¬ 
tion to racism and her fights for the 
rights of children in particular, but 
she was also an extraordinarily 
human person. 

Her friends will miss her as much 
for her loud sense of fashion as her 
loud sense of fun. She once owned 
an unevenly stiijx-d black and white 
dress which she was wearing in the 
chamber of the House of Commons 
on a (lay when she was desperate to 
intervene with a minister. She kept 
bobbing up and down in her place, 
and when one of the parliamentary 
sketch writers described her the 
next day as looking like a pedestrian 
crossing travelling at speed she 
gave a great bellow of laughter as 
she read iL She had no time for the 
concept of style guidance when 
such a thing became fashionable 
because she thought there were 
more serious things to worry about. 
It was what politicians said and did 
that mattered to her. 

She was born the daughter of 
Charles Lestor, a journalist, actor 
and politician who was a leading 
member of the Socialist Party of 
Great Britain (SPGB), and of his 
wife, Esther, who had been a textile 
worker in east London and a shop 
steward in the Garment Workers' 
Union when only a teenager. The 
young Joan was similarly politically 
precocious, joining initially the 
SPGB in her teens and then the 
Labour party in 1955. She had been 


educated in Wales and London — at 
the Blaenavon Secondary School. 
Monmouth, and the William Morris 
Secondary School in Walthamstow. 
She went to London university 
where she obtained a diploma in 
sociology and qualified as a nursery 
school teacher. 

It was the care and teaching of 
young children that was the most 
abiding personal passion of her life, 
from her first job as an infant teacher 
in Essex in die 1950s, through own¬ 
ing and running her own day nurs¬ 
ery school in south London in die 
1960s and then with particular refer¬ 
ence to her own two children and 
grandchildren. But she had the ex¬ 
traordinary good fortune Also to be 
able to relate tills interest to her po 
litical career, twice serving as a min¬ 
ister at the Department of Education 
during earlier Labour governments 
and, more latterly, from 1989-94, as 
the Shadow Cabinet spokeswoman 
on children and the family. She re¬ 
signed from government as junior 
education minister in 1976 because 
of cuts in the education budget. 

As a teenager she had been mar¬ 
ried very briefly, but she never re¬ 
peated the exercise despite her 
numerous suitors. She very much 
wanted to have children, however, 
and won an important victory for 
single women when she fought suc¬ 
cessfully for her right to adopt. She 
wept with joy when she heard that 
she had won her case, and adopted 
her son, David, in 1967 and her 
daughter, Susan, two years later. 

She cited "playing with children" 
as her hobby and boasted proudly in 
1997 that she had celebrated the an¬ 
nouncement of her peerage by mak¬ 
ing muffins for her grandchildren. 


G IVEN her political inclina¬ 
tions, Lestor would never ini¬ 
tially have expected to have 
ended her political career as a mem¬ 
ber of the House of Lords. She had 
first stood for election to public of¬ 
fice when she was elected to 
Wandsworth Borough Council in 
1958, where she served for 10 years. 
She was a member of the old London 
County Council from 1962-64 and 
was elected Labour MP for Eton and 
Slough in 1966. While out of the 
Commons between 1983 and 1987. 
before being subsequently re-elected 
as MP for Eccles, she did various 
publicly worthy things: she was head 





Joan Lestor , . . Young children were the moat abiding personal 
passion of her life photograph georqe herhnoshaw 


of the Lambeth Council Police Unit, 
worked for the World Development 
Movement and directed a trade 
union childcare project. In reality, 
her absence was only a hiccup. A 
Tory MP greeted her shortly after 
she returned, hailing Iter genially by 
saying: “Hello Joan. Haven’t seen 
you forages. Been abroad?” 

She had always travelled as an 
MP since being a junior Foreign Of¬ 
fice minister in 1974-75 with respon¬ 
sibility for Africa. She was known as 
“Hie African Queen", and had made 
herself very unpopular witli some of 
her rightwing government col¬ 
leagues. It led to the then Foreign 
Secretary, James Callaghan, asking 
for her to be switched from the 
FCO, but overaeas affairs and devel¬ 
opment remained another lifelong 
interest. 

When she happily accepted her 
elevation to support the new Labour 
administration’s plans to reduce the 
role of the upper house, it was be¬ 
cause her seat in the House of Lords 
would also continue to provide her 
with a platform to campaign to se¬ 
cure more money for the underprivi¬ 
leged in undeveloped countries as 


Driving right down the fast lane 


Ferry Porsche 

F ERRY PORSCHE, who has 
died aged 88, was given his 
first proper car — a two-cylin¬ 
der, 3.5 horsepower job built by 
his fnmous father, Ferdinand — 
as a Christmas present in 1919. 
He was 10 ycm's old. Ferdinand, 
eager to sec if his beloved son 
might be a chip off the old block, 
prepared to show him howto 
drive. Before he had a chance, 
the boy dropped the clutch and 
whizzed off as if lie had been dri¬ 
ving for years. 

Ferry, who was bom at the 
family estate in Wiener-Neustedt, 
Austria, seemed genetically 
engineered to design, test, race, 
develop and sell fast cars. They 
dominated virtually every 
moment of his life, save when 
this reserved man was out hunt¬ 
ing, siding, or hissing over his . 
favourite Airedales and fox 


terriers. Until his death, he had 
been an active honorary chair¬ 
man of the supervisory board of 
Porsche AG, the world’s laBt 
major independent maker of 
sports cars. 

Asked on his 85th birthday 
which was his favourite model, 
he answered: *The next one.” 

He was never a man to look 
back. Perhaps this was just as 
well for, although Ferry created 
the superbly-engineered, light¬ 
weight sports and racing cars — 
beginning with the 356 in 1948 
— which have been associated 
with the family name ever since, 
his history was dork and even 
murky. 

He helped his father to 
develop the Volkswagen and was 
very dose to Hitler. Of Hitler, he 
was to soy: “He was gimpattco if 
you knew him personally, H So, , 
presumably, Was Himmler, who 
mode the young Porsche an hon¬ 
orary SS officer, Living up to fills 


honour. Ferry used thousands 
of Russian prisoners of war, 
among other slave labourers, 
during the second world war to 
help hia father design and build 
military versions of the 
Volkswagen, as well as tanks, 
parts for the VI "Doodlebug” 
and other nasties. 

Ferry’s obsession with engi¬ 
neering seems to have encour¬ 
aged a detached and even 
ruthless streak. He analysed the 
wreckage of a racing car for his 
father when he wasJust 12: the 
death of the driver appeared Co 
have been an unimportant 
detail. He recorded the number 
of slave labourers passing 
through the Porsche works as If 
so many cogs in a machine. 

His reputation, however, rests 
on the brilliance with which he 
created the Porsche marque. 
During the war, he transferred 
the family workshops from 
bomb-damaged Stuttgart to the 


well as to pursue her causes on the 
behalf of the world’s children. 

Her political views did not change 
greatly in substance over the years, 
but she did move with the times and 
became identified with the early 
stages of the Labour party’s re¬ 
formist left when she joined Neil 
Kinnock publicly abstaining in the 
vote when Tony Benn stood as 
deputy lender in 1981. As a result of 
that, the following year she was 
ousted from the National Executive 
of the Labour party, on which she 
had served since 1967 and which 
she had chaired in 1977-78, but she 
made it back again five years later. 
She was also voted back on to the 
Shadow Cabinet. It was a tribute to 
her widespread popularity. Her last 
Shadow post before she stood down 
because of Illness in 1996 was as the 
Labour sjwkeswotnan on overseas 
aid. It marked the completion of an¬ 
other circle ill her career. 

Julia Langdon _ 

Joan Lestor, Baroness Lestor of 
Eccles, politician, bom November 
13,1931: died March 27, 1998 


safety of Gmund in Carinthia, 
Austria. In 1948, he unveiled his 
masterpiece, the low-slung, 
jockeyweight 356, the car that 
has led to today’s peerless 911. 

Throughout the 1950s, 
Porsche devoted the company’s 
attention as much to racing as to 
the production of road cars. 
Some of the racers, such as the 
ultra-lightweight 550/550A 
“Spyder" could be driven on the 
road; In 1955, James Dean, the 
actor, killed himself in one. 

He continued to turn up at the 
works twice a week until very 
recently. His wife Dorothea 
("Dodo") died In 1985. He is 
survived by four sons, Butd (who 
designed toe .911), Peter, who 
runs Porsche Design, Wolfgang, 
an importer of motorbikes into 
Austria, and Gerhard, a former. 

• I 
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An actor for 
all seasons 


Daniel Massey 


D aniel massey. who has did 

aged 64 of Hodgkin’s Disease, 
was an actor of extraordinary grace! 
wit and aristocratic charm: a natural 
high comedy player at home in 
Shaw, Wilde or Pinero. Bui he was 
also capable of sounding tragic 
depths, ns he showed in his unfor¬ 
gettable portrayal of the conductor. 
Wilhelm Furtwllngler. in Ronald 
Harwood’s Taking Sides. 

He was born into the theatrical 
purple. His parents, Raymond Mas¬ 
sey and Adrian ne Allen, were both 
distinguished actors and his god¬ 
father — and one of the major influ- 
, enoes on his life — was No£l Coward. 
After Eton and Cambridge, Mas¬ 
sey learned the hard realities of 
theatrical life by going straight iatn 
Agatha Christie’s Peril Al End 
House in Worthing. Bui he avoided 
the slog round the reps and soon 
found himself in a piece of West End 
froth, The Happiest Millionaire. 

His career took a radically differ¬ 
ent turn, however, in 1959 when lie 
went to the Theatre Royal, Stratford 
East, to play in a Monty Nonius/ 
David Heneker musical Make Mr 
An Offer. This was one of thegreni. 
unrecognised post-war British hum- 
cals, and Massey’s light-tenur \ 
tiering of "I Want n lock-up in the 
Portobellu Road” is one of the mosi 
fluent and graceful things 1 haw 
heard on the lyric stage. 

Massey was in constant demand in 
the 1960s, most especially in comedy 
and musicals. But there was always a | 
feeling thnt he was capable of sterner 
si tiff, and in the 1970s his range; 
began to widen. It was his work with | 
the national companies over the next 
two decades that brought the b«i 
out of him. He Joined the National 
Theatre in the late seventies, mosi 
notably playing John Tanner in 
Show's Man Ami Superman, for 
which lie won an award. 

Massey was always nt his peak in 
Shaw and he returned to the National 
in 1994 to play General Burgoyne in 
'Hie Devil’s Disciple. He also did 
much excellent work for die Rop 
Shakespeare Company in the 198* 
and again in 1993 in Ian Judges 

revival of Love's Labour’s Lost. 

By then the illness that doggeo 
him in later years was beginning* 0 
give his lean, aquiline feafores * 
somewhQt ravaged look. But 
turned even that to brilliant accouo 
in Taking Sides with, in the words oi 
iny fellow critic John Peter, a 

jestic and magisterial performance- 
Massey made many appenrartC” j 
on television, and also pulled otnw 
difficult feat of playing his own gw- 
father in Robert Wise’s ill-fated W i 
film, Star!, for which he was non* 
nated for an Oscar. ■ ; 

Throughout his career, 
was an actor of taste and aenaibJJ 
But he also seemed to get 
and richer with the years as 
came to rely less on h'S thoroigfj 
bred charm and more on his skin 

delving into character. . 

Married three times, first t oM* 
enne Corri, then to Penelope W" 
and, mott recently, to her • 
Lindy. he was an actor of real 
and wide range, who bore h* . 
illness with dignity and for tltiwe* 


Michael Bllllngton 


Daniel (Raymond). MM***®*' 
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Letter from Dakar Robert Lacville 


Shadow of death 


( AM sitting outside the post of¬ 
fice In Fann. waiting for the 
stamp seller. The PO in this 
smart suburb doesn't open on Satur¬ 
days, but a young man sells stamps 
under the neem tree. He has gone 
off to find change at the petrol sta¬ 
tion. Six of us are comfortably wait¬ 
ing for him, enjoying the shade and 
the sea breeze. 

II is getting hotter. By the time I 
reach Mopti and Djene, tempera¬ 
tures will be firmly in the hundreds. 

Beside me sits Mr Diouf, an old 
soldier who needs 1,300 francs 
(under -S3) for a phone call to tell his 
family that his daughter has just 
died in hospital. 

He proudly shows me his papers. 
He served in the French marines 
and wonders whether I had ever 
visited the naval base at Toulon? He 
was wounded, fighting a colonial 
war in Vietnam and has a bullet 


wound arid small pension to prove 
it His natural optimism is damp¬ 
ened today because his daughter 
has died. He Will wait with me for 
my change and of course I shall give 
him the money he needs. 

A young boy sells me a copy of 
the Sun newspaper. I am on page 
three. Le Soleil of Dakar is one of 
Africa's most famous dailies. No tits 
and bunts here — African Journal¬ 
ism has not sunk thus far. Page 
three is for serious business such as 
a peace conference I helped to 
organise. The conference is given 
two column inches for the opening 
speech of the foreign minister and 
one inch for the goodwill message 
from the head of state. 

My 30-minute keynote address on 
Malian peacemaking gets four lines. 
I would be the first to admit that the 
nitty-gritty of making peace does not 
make exciting journalism. Getting 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


O N THE back of a fruit juice 
carton, it says “the cran¬ 
berry is one of the only three 
fruits native to North America". 

I Mint are the other two? 

11A IE ALSO noticed this and wrote 
' lr v to the company cuncvrned. 
*lio told us that the other two are 
Mhe blueberry and the Concord 
> grape, which comes from Massaehu- 
«'ells and is often used to make jam. 
-Heather Cox, Telford, Shropshire 

i 

C huck berry. — John pooie, 

Chester 

r HE fruit-juice company is 
wrong. Tlie Greengrocer, by Joe 
I Carcione, lists blueberries, black¬ 
berries. raspberries, strawberries, 
wild grapes, wild cherries, cran- 
berries, sloes and other native 
plums and persimmons, all as native 
to the United States. The American 
Heritage Cookbook And Illustrated 
History Of American Eating & 
braking adds whortleberries, 
elderberries, mulberries and (in 
norida) a wild sour orange. — Betty 
Birmingham 


M/flV can’tweali justlove Aliy BOSWOfS 7 

OOP flnnfhpr? 1 


■» one another? 

QKAHAM ANDREWS'S wish to 
"Jprove the world depends on 
lasehood and an impractical ideal 
Warch22). Our intelligence cannot 
wernde what he calls our primal 
rp 1 Training can vary how they 
0 expressed; discipline can pro- 
oie some and demote others: and 
ucation can teach knowledge of 
and the likely consequences of 
■expression. All these' can 
aage behaviours. But we are still 
2? by instincts and, if life 
uiJ** ** iem sufficiently, they will 
JJJ “ntrol regardless, or drive u6 

i .iL vve sM love one 
cities m 8 Worl d,without hlerar- 
a.: ' m which everyone won- 
HlfwL. - un ^ Ver sal brotherhood. 
lheX? ies needed to defend 
akj^^oods on which individu- 
naiur ? has given u? 
as wen • demand competition 
HievfaS CQ -operation, sb conflict is 
larop J e : ;Without' hierarchies, 
withL ? e I les . would collapse; and 
uidiv) duals would be 


police and customs forces to collabo¬ 
rate across frontiers should help 
significantly reduce the illegal move¬ 
ments of small arms: but it is better 
to read the declarations of the 
national president in favour of peace 
in our time, and wishing the distin¬ 
guished delegates success in their 
important debates. 

Still under my tree I check the 
postcards I am about to send; from 
Gor£e, that beautiful Mediterranean 
island on Dakar’s Atlantic coast. I 
went there on Sunday. Victoria 
Albis’s gracious villa has been 
turned into a museum for women. 
Daughter and temporary wife of 
French sea captains. La Albis was 
one of those gorgeous metisses 
signares (from the Portuguese 
seMhora) whose beauty and wealth 
were the stuff of legend. 

The museum’s elegant veranda 
looks down on a courtyard where 
one can still smell the spices. Albis’s 
slaves would have loaded bales of 
cloth, tusks of ivory, kegs of powder 
and baskets of gum arable into the 
store rooms below, 209 years ago. 

Opposite Albis’s villa is the house 


/ N WESTERN music, the 
fundamental major key, the 
one with no sharps or tints in it, 
is called “C". Why not “A"? 

\ A /ESTERN music is any thing 
V V lull consistent in respect to 
such nomenclature. Take, for in¬ 
stance. the nole that comes between 
our theoretical “A" and "C". "B" 
tEnglish) is -H" in Germany and 
“Si" in Italy, which would support 
the musicians’ stance that it is not 
the name but the sound that counts. 
—John Mason. Munich, Germany 


MMfHYdo people find pleasure 
Iflr In popping bubble wrap? 

POPPING bubble wrap is an 
I example of the impulse to 
indulge in life in the microcosm. It 
provides the elements of exploration 
(tactile), discovery, resistance, effort, 
success — with a satisfying sensory 
reward (auditory) at the end. These 
elements are found in most healthy 
human pastimes. — Robert Prey, 
Annapolis, Maryland, USA 


I IAS anyone ever seriously 
ft researched time travel? — 
Peter Young, Woodley, Berkshire 

\ A /HERE does toe phrase “by 
V V o long chalk” come from? 
— Grant Ragsdale, Leeds 

HY is toe lion referred to 


when It fives in open country? — 
Hannah Whitlan, Istanbul, Turkey : 

/ S THERE a finite number of 
people in line to toe throne of ! 
England? If so, who is last? — - 
Emily Napier, London 

ITALIANS are supposed to ■ | 
/ speak quickly. Are some . ‘‘ j 
languages quicker-spoken thibn j 
' others, and if so, why? r-Lw* 1 i 
Sadko, London 


AnsWe'rs shdiltld be e-rnrilled to .. i 
weekly@guBrdlari.co.uk. faxed to < 

'A A-i f-l 'nArt‘ ftAniori 1 


where she used to auction off that 
other source of her wealth: slaves. 

A double staircase sweeps to the 
master’s upper chambers that over¬ 
look the ocean. Nothing but sea 
divides Gorie from the sugar plan¬ 
tations of the Caribbean. Below are 
the stinking holes in which the : 
master kept his merchandise: on 
the left, children and virgins, on the 
right men and women — the latter 
separate and accessible to keep the 
sailors happy. 

There was a fattening room for 
men who weighed under 65 kilos, 
since they needed that weight to 
have a chance of surviving the 
ghastly sen journey across the 
Atlantic in shackles. The curator, 
Joseph N'Diaye, has turned this 
house into a slavery museum, a 
monument, to European shame 
every bit as significant as those of 
Auschwitz and Dachau. 

My change arrives. I offer some 
to Mr Diouf. Charles de Gaulle was 
a great man, he tells me. Toulon is a 
fine city full of ships. Am I certain 
that 1 have never been there? Mr 
Diouf thanks me for the money, and 
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shuffles off sadly to make his 
phone call. 

I hop into a taxi. The driver tells 
me he needs diesel and holds out 
his hand for advance payment of the 
fare. We stop at the filling station 
opposite the post office. 

1 am off to meet the French dele¬ 
gation to the peace conference, and 
1 chuckle at how impatient they 
would be if they had to sit and wait 
for fuel. What would they have said 
if they had been forced to wait for 
change from the stamp seller under 
that pleasant neem tree? 

In their Parisian hurry, they 
might never have met Mr Diouf, 
Would they have taken the time lo 
say a quick prayer for his dead 
daughter? They wouldn’t find nut 
anything either about tlie three 
wives and numerous children of my 
taxi driver, Mr Ngom. 

1 hope at least that they will take 
the time to visit Goree, to hear 
about the commercial rivalry of 
France, Britain, the Netherlands 
and Portugal, and to reflect about 
the European significance nf the 
slave museum. 





Writer Bruce Sacks with life masks of Christopher Lee and Peter Cuahing t 

Grisly horror treasure saved for Britain 


PHOTO TREVOR SMITH 


don Road, Londofi ECIM^p. 

The Notes $ uierfes vyebajte Is at. ; 
http;//nd!guardlan!co.uk/ r ' 


Martin Walnwright _ 

T HE British lottery’s uncanny 
ability to pioneer new areas 
of public funding took a step 
forward last week, with toe 
$ 157,000 purchase of blood- 
drenched Drecuia fangs and an 
intricate contact lens made for 
Frankenstein’s monster. 

No public outcry is expected, 
however, over the purchase of 
some dfthe best-loved heritage 
material currently on the market 
— SB used fry Peter Cuahing and 
Christopher Lee when molesting 
sleepy young ladles in Hammer ' 
horrorfilms. , . 

The Hammer archive, 
including masks pad miscella- ; 
neous bits of werewolf, was 
offered'fbr less fhan Its official 
valuation tothe National 
' Museum of Photography, Film 
and Television in Bradford, i 
■ The family of its co-cfeator 
Roy Ashton, a gentle soul Mho ■ 
sometime? commandeered the i 
' kitchen oven to bake rubber 
heads, was ke^nfor such 
^saentiafiy British' Items to 6tay - 
in the country.; 

" 1 “Hammer films have become ; 
cult classics, ” BaysMichaef 


Harvey, curator of cinemato¬ 
graphy at the museum, which 
also houses toe world’s oldest 
negatives and one of Britain’s 
two giant Lmax screens. 

“But toe films were produced 
for minuscule budgets and 
a considerable part of their 
succeas was due to Roy Ashton 
and his fellow, remarkable 
make-up artist, Phil Leakey.” 

The kitchen-table air of some 
of toe gruesome special effects - 
was at one with the feeling, 
common to some of the best ' 
Hammer productions , tout 
scenery might tbpjfile over 
. suddenly or a modern car drive 
into shot. 

Suspending disbelief was 
never k central part of fha 
enjoyable'fleapitfllinB package, 
uaiially 1 taken before a late-night 
curry and after several drinks. 

' The Heritage Lottery Fund, 
which included the payment in 1 
' $34 million grants anhou need 1 
last week, pays that toe fjtooqs of; 
skin, fingernail and not-entirely 
matching pairs of hands marked 
Britain’s rise to world leadership 
in toe hor ror make-up field. 

" The grisly trove, which'also ^ 
includes paihataking miimmy ' 


drawings made by toe two artists 
in toe British Museum, “will be 
fully accessible to' toe public, 
both in Bradford and on toe 
Internet”. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund has 
meanwhile been accused of 
doing down the North by refus¬ 
ing fora second time to grant-aid 
the $73 million Imperial War 
Museum branch earmarked for 
Trafford In greater Manchester. 

A row broke out after toe 
project beat toe Combined 
Manchester Museums and 
Galleries, which has lottery ! 
backing, to matching fending , 
from Europe. Both.projecta netpd 
lottery as well as European fund¬ 
ing toproceed. f ■ . 

‘ Councillor David Ashton, • 

leader of Trafford council, aay^t ; 
“This is an outrageous snub : 
to the whole of the Nor th of 1 / 
England. They may think litis 1 ’’‘, 
oyer, but it fob’t.** 

. Lord Rothschild, head of toe ''« 
Heritage Lotterly Fund, says that 
1 toe priority‘was strengthening 1 - 
existing raiiaeums and the fpnd : 
coifld not afford, to allocate .'j - 
$27 million — a third bf its 
rtUfjeuiWbiidgetV- tp,fl new ' • 

’project ' ' !1 ; V: * ; ' « 
















26 ARTS 


Making art out of martyrdom 


THEATRE 

Michael BHllngton _ 

IJ|#£ HAVE had plays about 
If If Oscar Wilde's trials, his poli¬ 
tics, his life and his wife. Now comes 
David Hare's The Judas Kiss, 
presented by the Almeida at the 
Playhouse in London, which avoids 
the biographical slog to focus on two 
key episodes in Wilde’s life. But, 
while it is sensitively written and 
directed, it suffers from a mono¬ 
chrome performance from Liam 
Neeson as the saintly Oscar. 

Hare pinpoints two pivotal 
moments in the Wilde tragedy. The 
first is at the Cadogan Hotel in 1895 
| when Wilde, after the collapse of the 
action against Lord Queensberry, 

I rejects the option of flight to await 
I inevitable arrest. The second is at 
Naples in 1897 when Wilde, after 
I his release from jail, fatally resumes 
his relationship with Bosie, ensur¬ 
ing both ostracism and penury. The 
key question in both cases is what 
prompted an act of self-destruction. 


Hare's answer, in the first, less 
compelling act, is not that different 
from Ellmann's in his classic bio¬ 
graphy; that Wilde was both the 
spectator of his own tragedy and 
determined not to yield to the 
pressures of a hypocritical society. 
But, in the fascinating second half, 
Hare implies that Wilde, while see¬ 
ing Bosle’s potential for betrayal, 
was hypnotised both by the illusory 
nature of life and the prospect of 
martyrdom. If he is a portly Hamlet 
in the first half, he becomes a secu¬ 
lar Christ in the second. 

It is a persuasive reading and 
shows Hare, Like all writers, creat¬ 
ing his own Wilde; a romantic indi¬ 
vidualist consciously turning his life 
into a work of art. And the second- 
act Wilde, an immobilised hulk in 
carpet slippers who looks, in his 
own words, “like a senior pederastic 
Anglican bishop", becomes an au¬ 
thentically tragic, twilit figure await¬ 
ing his inevitable end. 

But Neeson carries only partial 
conviction. He lias the height and 
bulk for Wilde but. in the first act. 


Strangely familiar 


A hundred years after the 
birth of Magritte, his work 
still has the power to 
shock. Adrian Searle 
on a master of the surreal 


T HIN rain falling in Brussels, 
through a sky cluttered with 
rocks, yesterday's loaves and 
bowler-hatted men. On the bal¬ 
conies. the women sit in their 
coffins anti watch die world go by. 
Behind the curtained windows, the 
trains are running on lime in the 
fire-place. And in the cafe, conversa¬ 
tion is confounded by floating sea- 
shells, a jug. a sponge, a preity blue 
bow and u lemon. The tuba's caught 
fire again and no one looks sur¬ 
prised. i order a bottle of wine and a 
plate of ham. The ham stares back at 
me with its one unblinking eye. Over 
in the corner a man is staring fixedly 
at the wall. It’s Reite Magritte, sitting 
in the bar in (lie mid-1920s. having 
an epiphany over a glass cl' Belgian 
beer, undergoing, as he put it inter, 
"a prolonged contemplative experi¬ 
ence ... in an unpretentious Brus¬ 
sels brasserie; I was in a frame of 
ntind such that the mouldings on a 
door seemed to me to be imbued 
with a mysterious quality of exis¬ 
tence and for a long time 1 stayed in 
contact with their reality". 

Having gone through an appren¬ 
ticeship of journeyman portraiture, 
belated Futurism and underwhelm¬ 
ing abstractions, Magritte found his 
subject, and his way. 

Tiie world is indeed mysterious, 
and sometimes our apprehension of 
it takes on a strangeness and weight 
that is inexplicable. You don’t need 
a surfeit of Belgian beer, or drugs, 
for the world to unhinge itself be¬ 
fore you. You don’t have to be dis¬ 
turbed for the world to become 
disturbing, for the ordinary to leap 
up and bite you. You don’t even 
have to be in Belgium. It can happen 
anywhere. But the strangeness of 
.the world, the enigmp of being, does 
not usually manifest itself In overtly 
aberrant visions, It is all already 
l mere, In the everyday, in the cur- 
k^jjSjWadbw, tite passing cloudj, 
wall, the objects 
raSP,>?blB, in a glimpse of a white 


when the hero is affecting aloof in¬ 
difference to his destiny, he conveys 
a restless agitation. He is much bet¬ 
ter in the second, but one still longs 
for him to colour and point a phrase. 

Richard Eyre's production brings 
out the aching romanticism of the 
second act. aided by Mark Hender¬ 
son’s winter-sun lighting and Bob 
Crowley's set, in which the Neapoli¬ 
tan squalor is offset by the bay's 
twinkling lights. Tom Hollander 
also portrays Bosie as a shallow 
emotional traitor and Peter Capaldi 
induces sympathy for Robert Ross 
as the eternal go-between. What the 
evening confirms is Wilde’s Ham- 
letesque status, in that each writer 
creates him afresh according to his 
own needs and desires. 

For After the Orgy at London's 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, we enter the 
venue to discover a tacky erotic film 
being projected, full of grunts, 
groans, meshing of limbs and suck¬ 
ing of fingers. But it says something 
about the nttaphrodisiac quality of 
this production by the Swansea- 
based experimental company, Vol¬ 


cano, that after 80 minutes all lubri¬ 
cious thoughts have been banished. 

Despite the come-on title, this is 
not really a show about sex. Inspired 
by die ideas of Nietzsche and Batt- 
drillavtl, it is more concerned with 
pre-millennial exhaustion than post- 
coital fatigue. It implies that we are 
at the end of history, that reason and 
progress have failed us and that, in 
the words of Baudriliard, "the infor¬ 
mation culture is collapsing beneath 
the excess of information". 

All this is a pretty heavy agenda 
to get through in a show boasting 
two performers, a go-go dancer, 
three musicians and a bank of video 
screens. And my feeling is that, on 
this occasion, Volcano has achieved 
only a minor eruption. In the past 
their brand of physical theatre has 
been given a strong intellectual 
spine by reference to Shakespeare's 
sonnets, Ibsen’s plays or reportage 
of war. But here the apocalyptic 
ideas and fin de siicle despair are 
not attached to anything more sub¬ 
stantial than a fictive exploration of 
a man-woman relationship. 

TTie two performers, Juan Carras- 
coso and Gill Lyon, whirl, gyrate, 
pose as archetypal lovers including 


tablecloth on a table in an empty 
room. Tlte surreal is always with us. 
Su r realist it. like Fmidianism. sim¬ 
ply discovered what was already 
there, a world in wailing, it world of 
inexplicable disclosures. 

Some artists, and their work, 
become ubiquitous. Like the Mona 
Lisa, like a Picasso woman with Iter i 
eye oil her cheek or a Dali melting I 
watch. Magritte's work has become 
pari of the furniture of the modern 
mind, however indifferent that mind 
might be to works of art. His work 
stands for the mystery of things, 
mid gives form and names to the 
nameless. When people respond to 
Magritte as a kind of fantastical 
revelation, hs psychic entertainment, 
they miss his true strength. It is 
when he gives form to what we felt 
all along, but didn't have a name for. 
or didn't truly recognise in our¬ 
selves and our experience, that his 
real strength and originality reveals 
itself. 

Almost everyone knows Mag¬ 
ritte's work, even if (hey have never 
been in an art gallery. Magritte's 
impassive, imperturbable enigmas 
have become common currency. 
Magritte's juxtapositions, his artful 
displacements and contradictions 
provide the model for innumerable 
ad campaigns, and his paintings have 
ended up or countless book covers 
and record sleeves, from the neuro¬ 
logical ruminations of Oliver Sacks 
to the album covers of Led Zeppelin. 

The reasons are not hard to 
fathom. Not only are Magritte’s 
images arresting — the inflammable 
tuba, the huge green apple filling 
the living room, a castle-capped 
rock afloat in the sky — but they are 
also immediately readable and 
deceptively accessible. Magritte's 
paintings provide us with both the 
comfort of naturalistic, conventional 
representations of people, and 
things, and with the shock, the fris¬ 
son, of the unreal and the enigmatic. 
This is Magritte's charm, and the 
key to his popularity. His images are 
both accessible and strange: 
Magritte hands enigma to us, along 
with the one-eyed ham, on a plate. 

, Tills year marks the centenary of 
the artist's birth. A commemorative 
retrospective of his work opened 
last month in Brussels, where 
Magritte spent most of his working 



The Rape (1934) . . Magritte's shocks are delivered with an 

unemotional calm; it is this calm that lingers In the mind 


life. The show is compendious, 
covering every aspect of his work. 

Here are his early portraits and 
lurid abstractions. Here . his 
commercial wallpaper designs, the 
posters for concerts, the sheet 
music illustrations and other com¬ 
mercial commissions he continued 
to undertake till late on in his career. 
Here are his letters, postcards, his 
Illustrations for Lautrement and De 
Sade, his Surrealist objects and his 
home movies. And t^ere are 300 
paintings and gouaches, covering 
the artist’s entire career, up to his 
death in 1967. 

But foo much Surrealism is wear¬ 
ing. After the first couple of rooms 
of the retrospective, the surprise 
and shock of his work begin to 
come as no surprise at alL The 
haunting ceases to haunt. 


GUARDIAN Agf,, 
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Tristan and Isolde, and offer stw 
rate camcorder monologues aboi 
male and female identity. HeWfot 
that his ideal woman is like hisided 
city: “hot with good architecture' 
She, asked to name the most in** 
sitive part of the penis, replies Tb 
man." But all tills sits uneasily ^ 
the gloomy prognosis about fc 
decay of civilisation: if the world ii 
going up in smoke you don't worry 
about a blaze in the kitchen. 

If the show, directed by fed 
Davies and Fern Smith, gets any 
point across it is that our culture« 
plagued by information cm 
Here that is neatly symbolised bj 
the mixture of live action, music, 
video and film so that, even at the 
performers are holding the mfcra 
up to Nietzsche, we are being bom¬ 
barded with images of a subsist 
lady proving Philip Larkin’s pant 
that sex is much too wonderfol tj 
share with anybody else. 

But the production, with its m 
of the cerebral and the physical,N 
me bemused rather titan enlight¬ 
ened. As one of the perform* 
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Jhe clone 
ranger 

CDREVIEW 

Steven Poole _ 

M ICHAEL NYMAN, com¬ 
poser for The Piano and 
Peter Greenaway's films, gets 
hired to write a film score when 
the director wants a decorous, 
cerebral backdrop for high- 
concept images. Given that 

Gatfaca is a movie about genetic 
manipulation, for this orchestral 
soundtrack (on Virgin) he has 
ctoned most of his favourite 
tricks. 

The most obvious is with us 
from the first piece, "The 
Morrow”. It’s a relentless thick¬ 
ening of texture — strings joined 
by wind, brasB, and chugging 
piano—over a short, 9 tately 
chord progression. Almost 


renutrks: "There- is something | sublJmUiaUy, the bass starts 


ridiculous about explaining thing' 
On this occasion, I’d drink to tint 


sawing away, then the wood¬ 
binds hoot along, while the 
fragments of melody in the 
liollns finally coalesce Into neo- 
mechanical and iwith hiiutetfiit i<- romantic, yearning shapes, 
strained for them t" be nliog<#. This can work beautifully, 
arresting. Oddly, although twAi- j and Nyman pulls it off again on 
Magritte's jut'liv. surreal image jyfa dozen tunes: noticeably, 
leave me uuiu-wl. ih«r wkautdvv ! towards the end, when he has 
vpawiw ,i w i >rld ■ *l further uiiwt' 1 ' ! more space to build an emo- 
my brain k«v<ignition "j ii> : oonal argument 
paintings them* hr* is -nlj "■ | Butthe method has its mad- 
starting point. . | nesses, too. The dark chocolafa 


starting point. | «sses, too. The dark chocolate 

it i> thy idea u\ Mapitt*’flj- fti&g textures that Nyman 1 b 
remains, fur me. coiiijiriliun- V' ! capable of can be spoiled by bis 
carehil. edite'l naturalism w trucking everything in on top; 
depict inns, in which the world is w &e sound ends up grey and 
t lered wit It a tii.il! er-ot-iaci pUiniie- Occasionally a beam of 
and in which the shocks or «*■ ^htcuts through the mush with 
ered with an unemotional calm-HI uqueallng solo violin or wailing 
the calm with which he paints thin;- {saxophone, but this is a 


A man walks beside me, stopping 
every so often before an image. He 
stands in front-of a painting of an 
ordinary window that looks out on 
to an ordinary landscape. The win¬ 
dow pane has been smashed, and 
the shards of glass that have fallen 
into the room retain the shattered 
image of a green field, the blue sky 
and a clump of trees. The man guf¬ 
faws, moves on to the next painting, 
and guffaws again. Is tills all there 
is, t ask ipyself, this mild amuses 
ment at Magritte’s conundrums and 
contradictions? What has happened 
to the strangeness, the weirdness of 
Magritte’s world? 

It has become hard', to look at 
Magritte with fresti eyes. Hard to be 
astonished, harder still io be unset 
tied. There » Something too qrch 
about many of his paintings, too 


lltai li»g«*i> ami grows in Ihc nor-- 1 tire pleasure. That chug gi ng 
— in a th*- feet that have nieianw- piano gets annoying, too: bang- 
pit* kc«I inl*> *<li«»i*n. mrt lire l.vUtoi- fag fls ^ Mca p et | fr om 
dress hanging in the cupboard is tn Elton John ballad, and mixed 
breasts or 11 rot mm stroll iu the hr too high. 

Magritte remains important' Even hardcore Nyman fans 
his plays on representation, n- •on'tgetmuchfiinftomaiotof 
game with things and their nasor 4emiddle tracks, ftill of aufa- 
The ixiinlings that mix words ^ wrman dissonances. More 
images, things and the n» 1K V ^uturoug Is the charming 
things, scent far more ppeUfJJ Jeme Introduced In “NotThe 
those in which spectacular flPF' Only One" and recapitulated In 
t wins are conjured before ns. - grandiose finales, a splendid 

Magritte's continuing imp™* Modyon iolo French horn 
is in his game with the langu *w4efintfour notes are exactly 
represents ion. A man walks■ ae Mate u the Star Trek theme 
from us in an indeterminate •sf** 

Black, lumpen forms litter ros . Once you get past that, 

They are labelled with the ft effectively conjures up 

things — horizon, eke»ol. Irrational images of a geneti- 
yet the lumps are not yet iheW ^enhanced but melancholy 
they are called on 40 Imping across fiituria- 

They remain formless, the "Paries. And Isn't that Michael 

ity of a world of objects. It s ft himself in the saddle, 

on the edge of n* 16 * 1 * J5 "JjWto have put behind him 
about to come into being or. ^ again the limitations of 
declining into forr ™f?!jto a picture, riding off 

world, as it were, on the tip. B ®lhe musical sunset? 
artist’s tongue. MagJfe^fJSu 

tions of the inarticulated «**Ti 
of modern, lapsed sublyne. -jjf! 

At his best, Magritte."Jl 
and superbly disturbing- - s| 
perhaps, in his most fWjgS 
ages. In the stereotypical wwg 
that everyone knows. Tpe 
Magritte ls the leS8e / w5ij5 
Magritte at hii.'dg# gj 8 # 

least spectacular.^ 

intermittently entajed'^.Wtritf 
diminished him. 
remains in a kind 
tintosu^ended^lnter^lji 
frig,' emptiness, as# Of | 

' world’s indifference,. | , l, '-i£M||| 


genetically enhanced 




Ring pull,.. Danny Nussbaum and Bob Hoskins in Shane Meadows’s TwentyFourSeven 

Fighting back off the ropes 


CINEMA 

Richard Williams __ 

/ N THE same week as Holly¬ 
wood’s ritual celebration of 
studio muscle, came an out¬ 
standing film whose budget would 
barely have paid for Titanic's launch 
party. Shane Meadows's Twenty- 
FourSeven, funded by BBC Rims 
to the tune of a mere $2.5 million 
(half the cost of The Pull Monty), 
arrives on a tide of warm advance 
notices, prizes at foreign festivals, 
and a nomination for Bafta’s British 
film of the year award. Without a 
shadow of doubt. It signifies the 
arrival of a gifted Individual. And it 
may also introduce a new way of 
making movies, or at least of mak¬ 
ing movie-makers. 

Meadows is in his mid-20s, a 
dropout from school and college 
who arrived at his vocation by a sort 
of divine accident TwentyFour¬ 
Seven is his first feature film, made 
after a brief apprenticeship Involving 
a borrowed video camera, 25 short 
films and one ,, featurette n , the splen¬ 
did 60-minute Small Time. The key 
to the success of h» early work was 
the feeling that the director 
belonged to the world he portrayed. 
With his first full-scale film, 


Meadows faced the challenge of 
transferring that sense of integrity 
to the big screen. TwentyFourSeven 
is located in Nottingham, the same 
setting as Small Time, but the cheap 
colour and erratic pacing that char¬ 
acterised the earlier effort are re¬ 
placed in the new film by a technical 
assurance that gives a very different 
look to the world of junk food, soft 
drugs, casual violence and aimless 
kickabouts on scruffy recreation 
grounds. 

Most obviously, TwentyFour¬ 
Seven boasts a mainstream movie 
star in Bob Hoskins, made to mea¬ 
sure for the role of Alan Darcy, a 
man of no visible occupation and few 
attachments, who decides to restore 
a sense of purpose and identity to 
the local youth by reviving the box¬ 
ing club of his own adolescence. As 
a pocket bruiser with a sentimental 
streak, Darcy goes through the 
standard routine of cajoling the local 
gang members Into joining up. 

like Jim Sheridan’s The Boxer, 
TwentyFourSeven suffers from the 
over-familiarity of this setting. But it 
suits the film’s real concern, which 
Is male aggression. 

From his young actors, notably 
Danny Nussbaum, Mat Hand, Jo¬ 
hann Myers, Karl Collins and James 
Hooton, Meadows's informal meth¬ 


ods draw performances that vividly 
reflect the ruinous combination of 
lethargy and violence emerging 
from the death of the old culture of 
jobs and families. 

Meadows's decision to shoot the 
film in black and white allows Ash¬ 
ley Rowe, his director of photo¬ 
graphy, to create rich textures that 
evoke the work of Robby Mutter in 
the films of Wenders and Jarmusch. 

Almost 40 years ago, in the same 
city, Albert Finney’s young factory 
worker cursed the destiny to which 
he was condemned at the conclu¬ 
sion of Karel Reiss’s Saturday Night 
And Sunday Morning, one of the 
key films of post-war British realist 
cinema. I suppose the boys of 
TwentyFourSeven, shaped by the 
deceptions and betrayals of the 
housing-estate society, are In effect 
Finney's grandchildren. And maybe, 
just maybe, Shane Meadows is the 
heir to the art 

A hundred years after the inven¬ 
tion of cinema, it's still possible to 
find new things to do. The proof is 
to be seen in Alexander Sokurov's 
Mother and Son. a film like no 
other. 

In a house in the remote country¬ 
side, an old woman (played by 
Gudrun Geyer) is dying. Her son 
(Alexei Ananishnov) is attending 
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her final hours. They are alone. He 
strokes her cheek, combs her hair, 
feeds her from a baby's bottle, ad¬ 
ministers her injections, reads aloud 
from old postcards. Then he picks 
her up and carries her for the last 
time along familiar lanes. Soon after 
their return, she dies. 

All this takes 73 minutes, almost 
entirely free of dialogue. The pace is 
slow to the point of near inertia, but 
the senses are occupied to the maxi¬ 
mum. Bach tiny sound, each minute 
gesture, is registered as if by some 
astonishingly sensitive emotional 
seismograph. 

Sokurov has composed a cine¬ 
matic poem of remarkable purity 
and spiritual intensity. Pure, that is, 
but not artless. Figures are dis¬ 
torted. Tlte landscape blurs. The 
light changes constantly. When the 
wind ruffles a field of long grass, il 
looks like a watercolour left in a 
puddle, disturbed by a gentle ripple. 

Sokurov’s approach involves the 
enhancement of nature. He paints 
on glass screens and places them in 
front of the camera, preparing and 
positioning them with such care 
that the viewer is never aware of tlte 
intervention. "Painterly" is the obvi¬ 
ous description of the result. 

Mother And Sun is one of those 
rare cinema experiences that make 
the real world, when you re-enter it. 
appear weirdly artificial. 

The world of Andre Techiiie’s 
Lc 9 Voleurs seems all too real, long 
after the film i> over. Lilo* its prede¬ 
cessor, Ma Saisuu lYeteree, Tech- 
in£‘s latest offers the team of 
Catherine Deneuve ami Daniel 
Auteuil, and no comfort for them or 
their audience. “We were united by 
a feeling of mutual contempt," one 
character says of another, summing 
up the emotional climate. 

Auteuil plays Alex, a detective. 
His brother, a garage proprietor 
mixed up in a stolen-car racket, has 
just been killed. The brother's gang 
includes a young man whose way¬ 
ward sister Juliette (Laurence Cdte) 
is having two concurrent affairs. 
One, strictly physical, is with Alex. 
The other, both physical and spiri¬ 
tual, is with Marie (Deneuve), a phi¬ 
losophy professor. 

Tdchind takes the risk of showing 
us the story through various eyes. 
Deneuve takes the risk of shouting 
her age, and then some; but her 
scene in the bath with Juliette is an 
affectionate contrast to the harsh 
complexity of the girl’s encounters 
with Aiex. And Auteuil takes the 
risk of seeming unsympathetic; he 
is, as usual, extraordinary in a 
tough, absorbing whodunit of the 
emotions. 


Springer is sprung 


TELEVISION 

Nanoy Bwtejnjjh' 

# T WAS jolly kind. of the. BBC, 
Ruby Wax Meets the Jerry 
Springer Show (BBC 1) was virtu¬ 
ally a trailer for The Jerry Springer 
Show, which started on HV tiie 
nextday. •" 

Springer Is an American politician 
who went into TV after a spot of 
bother with a hooker and made his 
fortune with a freak'show,'. ( 
ilV Jias chosen some, of the 
milder stuff ‘.(Mom^ Acts' like A 
Tbenagei; j . , Abandoned At;The 
Aifer ... My Biapi Dresses Too. 
Sexy) for Its. daytime viewing. But 
on.thp bBC Tve.saw My Sister Slept 
With My Three Htisbftnds. Stringer 
introduced Tammy and Angie ana 
Btepped: back'.' .rather ' -smartly. 


shit. . Without one word, Angie 
whacked her in the mbutii. This Is 
thp normal response on a Sprjnger 
show. His guests have the reactions 
of coiled cobras. 

Springer thinks a show has failed 
: if his guests do not brahi each other 
. with their chairs. It was, perhaps, 
asking for trouble to Include a table 
of chuckable food in Hpljday Hell 
With My Feuding Fajnily. Bu( tiiatfc 
1 what' Springe}-. doe's. Asks for 
troubfe. 

The audience, moat of . them over¬ 
weight and Borpe with moustaches, 
seemed to be understudies for the 
sbpW, If. a guest, chickened out' a 
. colourful.'sqbstflute jcqijld, quickly 
bt? located in thq front row. ... . 

Ruby was sopn pn chatting terms 
with ,a divorcee , in .the audlenpe. 
Ruby, wpuld- soon be on chaftfos 


. terms with a corpse. . ( . ‘ 

■ ‘You rah him over and he didn’t 


die?' “No, he got back up. I reversed 
and hit him again. He got back up.1 : 
reversed and hit him again. He was 
flying through the air and be said, 
‘Can you give me a ride to tile ambu¬ 
lance?’! said, ‘Damn right! Stand In 
front of the car again! And he did." 

The.! tfieme of the show, was, 
Something 1 Haven’t Told’ My 
Boyfriend, Tatiana and La Tasha 
were talk willowy black girfo. [f (hey 
were born Tatiana! and La Tasha, 
my name’s , Annpushka, They 
weren't, as happens, even born, 
girls, .That was something they 
hadn’t told, their- boyfriends, La 
Taaha's boyfriend was 3 pleasant 
looking lad. in spectacles.' She 
began: ‘T bppn you won’t,, get mad 
,.As'fiipfea hope pv^r I heard 
hoped. He sprang like p cougar ifor! 
h^r. throat. Tfie audience, were, .on 
their feet, screaming with (leljglit. 
Bouncers bounced In phd. picked 
pe'opje but of.each.qtheij’s hair,, 
Backstage, ti>e gu^sta, all passion 
spent, looked post-coital and, where 


physically,, possible, pale. Ruby 
fesaed about, trying to kiss it better 
(“Let's have a group hug”) and to 
mend matters ('I’m just trying to 
make It end happy”) . 

But! that Is, not what Springer is 
about, st all. If it ain't broke, he 
breaks it' 

The interminable twaddle of FEVs 
Midaomer Murders (“Sol Gerald 
Hadleigh was a transvestite!'') was 
nearly redeemed by its big finish.. 
Brandishing a: earring knife,- Arina 
Massey chased Joanna : David 
through the lightning-lit corridors of 
her stately home before plunging to 
her death from the window of her 
mummified brother’sbedroom. 

Hello, heUoV. Are . you still with . 
me? If a murder has a cast of stars, 
the biggest did.it That's simple as¬ 
tronomy. DCI Barnaby (John Net¬ 
ties), however, was so slow on die 
uptake that it bqok him two hours to 
■ notice that,Massey was so batty,you • 
could hang bells in her. Or «ven 
realise that he was allergic to cats.- - 
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A very naughty boy 


Richard Boston 

Aubrey Beardsley 
by Stephen Calloway 
V&A Publications 224pp £25 

Aubrey Beardsley: A Biography 
by Matthew Sturgis 
HarperColllns 404pp £19.99 

S EX and Beardsley go together 
like hammer and tongs. No 
other artist is so closely asso¬ 
ciated with the subject. Beardsley’s 
private behaviour did little to 
deserve this, Itis post-adolescent 
physical activities being restricted 
by his appalling ill-health, which he 
endured with enormous courage. 
He was, however, in the Oscar 
Wilde set, and when headlines 
blared out the news that Wilde had 
been arrested with n copy of the 
Yellow Book in his hand there was 
ample evidence to ensure a verdict 
of guilt by association. 

Beardsley referred to himself as 
the "solitaire", hut W B Yeats records 
bumping into him with a prostitute 
known as Penny Plain, and describes 
Beardsley staring at himself in a mir¬ 
ror muttering “Yes. yes. I look like a 
Sodomite", adding, according to 
Yeats, “but no, I am not that”. 

Stephen Calloway hands down 
an open verdict: “Since so little 
irrefutable evidence lias ever come 
to light, it remains all but impossible 
to make precise slate mcnis about 
Beardsley’s real sexual predilec¬ 
tions or his fantasies, about the 
extent to which his obviously highly 
developed interests remained theo¬ 
retical. or were ever explored, and 
about the ways in which these as¬ 
pects of his character find true im¬ 
ages in his art... The simple truth 
may well be that Beardsley’s natural 
instincts were fairly straightfor¬ 
wardly heterosexual.” Modern bio¬ 
graphers are routinely berated for 
their prurient interest in the sex 


lives of their subjects. Usually the 
hypocrite lecteur, having first sated 
on the juicy bits, stresses that it is 
the work that reatly demands our 
attention, but in Beardsley’s work 
every line is replete with sex. It can¬ 
not and should not be ignored. 

Like Van Gogh, Toulouse-Lautrec 
and many artists of the time, Beard¬ 
sley learned an enormous amount 
from the Japanese about the use of 
line, composition and large areas of 
flat colour. 

William Rothenstein gave Beard¬ 
sley a collection of erotic woodcuts 
by Kitagawa Utamaro (1735-1806). 
Rothenstein was shocked to find 
that Beardsley had framed and 
hung them on his walls, thereby 
confirming his status as an ntfwt 
terrible of the London art world. The 
Ulainaro In Calloway's book shows 
male and female sexual organs In a 
way that i 9 startlingly explicit 
because it is still so rare. 

In his Lysistrata drawings (very 
privately printed), with little as 
precedent other than Greek vases 
and Japanese woodcuts. Beardsley 
drew erect penises without the cru¬ 
dity, smuttiness, voyeurism or exhi¬ 
bitionism of the lavatory muralist. 
What is more (and, to many, most 
offensive), they are very funny with¬ 
out being at all sniggering. Sex is 
funny, the penis is very funny, and 
the erect |X*nis is hilarious. 

Rapidly developing from the 
unpromising starting point of Kale 
Greenaway (who hated Beardsley’s 
work) and Burne-Jones, working ns 
a clerk in an insurance office and 
with minimal formal training, this 
astoundingly precocious lifelong 
invalid develop a way of drawing 
as individual and as odd as those of 
Blake or Edward Lear. 

He produced posters as striking 
as those of Lautrec. Steinlen or Cas- 
sandre. and delicate art nouveau 
work to compare with Mucha or 
Erie, as well as the erotic illustra- 


One steppe beyond 


Alex luanovltch 

The Spirit • Wrestlers 
by Philip Marsden 
HarperCollins £17.99 250pp 

H OW does one write a travel 
book? How does Philip Mars¬ 
den write his? The opening chapter 
of The Spirit-Wrestlers tells us — 
put crudely, you pick an interesting 
timely part of the world, research it 
thoroughly, buy a one-way ticket and 
for the next six-odd months talk to 
as many foreigners as you can, writ¬ 
ing up your notes in the evenings. 

Of course there are ait sorts of 
travel projects — travel as libera¬ 
tion, education, penance or punish¬ 
ment, commemorative journeys, 
retracings of all sorts, articulated 
voyages, voyages with an acknow- 


To order any of the books 
reviewed or In print, over 
100,000 titles available: 

Phone 0600 418 419 

Or post a cheque mode payable to: 
Ctuardfan Weekly Books 
Postal address: 260 Western Avenue, 
London W3 6EE, UK. 

Fax: 0181 324 5678 

Free delivery wlNn UK on efi ordars 
®®r £26. Orders under CIO please arid 
TO.0Q, between EI0-E26 edd £1.69 p&p. 

e-roan: bldamall.bogo.oo.uk 
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A decadent concoction ,.. Aubrey Beardsley’s Isolde, 1895 (detail) 


ledged terminus and those brought 
arbitrarily to a full stop. Marsden’s 
area of interest is post-Soviet east¬ 
ern Europe, previous books having 
taken him to Poland and Armenia. 
This new, slight and engaging book 
(one almost wants to say novel: it is 
certainly novel istic) describes a trip 
to the southern bot tlers of the old 
Soviet Union, the area that includes 
Ukraine to the west, and further 
east and further down the new 
republics such as Georgia, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. Marsden tells us, 
rather nicely, that he is "aiming for 
the dissenters and misfits of the 
Russian fringe", and. as planned, he 
get 9 to meet and talk to all sorts of 
latter-day Cossacks and weird reli¬ 
gious sectarians Who have a home 
in the south. But what's really se¬ 
ductive about this book is not its 
sense of being in at the end of some¬ 
thing important, nor the battery of 
"characters'' that it assembles, but 
rather Marsden's own lovely er¬ 
rancy, the kind of Brownian motion 
that tosses him from collision to 
collision (and this is his project, 
over and above the desire to gather 
information). 

. The sticky sentences that lodge 
in us are not the ones that describe 
what Marsden sees on his way 
(some of these are admittedly quite 
good) but rather those that record a 
change of direction or pace, a sover¬ 
eign intention to tack off on a differ¬ 
ent course or to stay put for a few 


lions lor Pope's The Rape Of The 
Lock, Wilde's Salome and Aristo¬ 
phanes. He was the creative force 
behind the Yellow Book and the 
Savoy, as well as making himself a 
prominent place in the history of 
dandyism. 

He was caricatured endlessly in 
Punch, and was the subject of 
music-hall songs, achieving per¬ 
sonal uotoriety in a society that 
included not only Wilde but also 
such different figures ns Frank 
Harris, Yeats and Max Beerbohm. 
the last of whom described himself 
as belonging to "the Beardsley 
period” It was an amazing amount 
to achieve by the age of 25. 


days. Each of these is of the form “1 
decided then to...", though it's not 
always written like this. At the end 
of the opening chapter, for example, 
Marsden breezily throws himself 
into his journey, telling us that he 
bought "in advance a one-way ticket 
to Rostov-on-Don"; and this sen¬ 
tence ravishes partly because we 
know that, in fact, it records what 
happened. 

Independent and mobile. Mars¬ 
den sustains just the barest of rela¬ 
tions with the people he meets. To 
be sure, he talks to strangers much 
more often than your average 
tourist and gets invited back for 
food and a bed for the night an al¬ 
most unbelievable number of times 
— no doubt he’s a charming guest, 
and, of course, oppressed communi¬ 
ties all over the world make a virtue 
of hospitality. But no sooner does he 
coax out a story, a memory or a 
scene than he moves off again, pur¬ 
suing a friend of a friend, a recom¬ 
mendation, or following up a lead. 
These brief.encounters remind one 
(inescapably) of casual sex, and the 
summer spent on the southern 
steppe and in the Caucasus is a kind 
of very discreet saturnalia during 
which people and places are grazed 
with the lips of the fingers and then 
abandoned. 

We soon realise that Marsden has 
one important thing In common 
with the people he meets over and 
over again: he, like them, is a trav¬ 
eller. So many of these Russians and 
not-quite Russians tell of being 
shunted around tite country during 


These two books are limed to 
coincide with the centenary of 
Beardsley’s death. Sturgis provides 
masses of biographical detail (per¬ 
haps more than enough for most ni 
us), but is particularly good on the 
Yellow Book. Calloway is more suc¬ 
cinct mul the illustrations are much 
better, with examples of the work of 
oilier artists, from Utamaro to 
William Nicholson which set Beard¬ 
sley in his historical context: well 
worth the extra fiver. 

To order Aubrey Beardsley: A 
Biography at Cl 7 and Aubrey 
Beardsley at £21 please contact 
CullureShop (see ad below) 


I he thirties and forties, either :is 
punishment or in efforts to |H>|mlnn- 
empty areas; and it’s not just the 
scale of these forced migrations that 
aiua/es but their roullneness. Natu¬ 
rally, Stalin’s name crops up repeat¬ 
edly, and Marsden even meets a 
man who claims to be Stalin’^ 
cousin. Perhaps he is, or was, but 
given that most of the other Rus¬ 
sians our author meets show an 
extraordinary ability to believe the 
strangest things we may be forgiven 
for feeling a bit sceptical. 

Of course, most of the people 
Marsden ha 9 chosen to come across 
are embattled, Impassioned sectari¬ 
ans who have made an absolute 
point of believing the oddest things. 
The Spirit-Wrestlers of die title are 
one of these sect 3 of misfits who 
griltily survived years of persecu¬ 
tion and who are now, in common 
with other similar groups, building 
or rebuilding churches.'The Cos¬ 
sacks we meet are another group 
that are experiencing a renascence, 
but they are having problems of 
identity that don’t seem to be affect- 
: ing the Old Believers. 

It’s touching and embarrassing to 
read of Marsden's common experi¬ 
ence with these men, who indepen¬ 
dently almost all end up reaching for 
their Cossack uniform and parading 
privately for hlhi in it This is true 
transvestism, in which costume 
doesn’t just go' towards making an 
identity, it defines it utterly — these 
old men (they are mostly old) with 
their magnificent moustaches are 
not even belated, they are ersatz. 


" paperbacka* " 1 ^^ 

Nicholas Lezard ' 

The Elgin Marbles: Should 
They Be Returned to Qrosea? j 
by Christopher Hitchens, ' 
Robert Browning and Graham I 
Blnna(Verao,£ 1 l) 

VI N UPDATED version of the / 
1987 tract, whose relevance in 
compounded by its final suggestion 
that 2001 , being the duocefottarj 
of Elgin's expedition to the Arropo 
lis, would be a fine date to give then 
back. The bulk of the work ij 
Hitchens’s, and you do not have to 
be the kind of fawning idolater ol 
his work that I am to imagine the 
thoroughness, passion and integrity 
of his case. Every objection to the 
marbles' return is examined and 
blown apart. Hitchens lias, else 
where, the tendency to produce his 
arguments with an almost sadisik 
flourish, guaranteed not so niucli tw ‘ 
make his opponents change their 
minds as vex them to apoplexy; ki 
here he is measured, calm, m- 
answerable. A lesson in history and 
morality (or us all. \ 

The End of Science, by John 
Horgan (Abacus, £8.99] 

J OHN HORCAN lurned u>n 
c-iuv writing afu-r a 
fnilir suffered while uyriintf lii> all- 
in toriMViai ion of Ulysses: sri'iur 
gw;il> M.i-iiu-d sti niudi cri-pr.li- 
messy and imirr Vi»rr»vt" lli.niliM 
ary i rilii-ism’s. (A focblr n-asooTt 
well let I lull pass, i Anyway. vmu«x 
lake I lie buy mil "flit crii hut >• - 
can't lake the lit crit <ml of ihe 
and he began tu realise that vari>»u- 
emiiieiit scientists were coming uj- 
against tin- barriers of their disr 
plines anti reacting in a way iltf 
seemed as speculative anti mntir. 
K'-iil as ail artist’s. Horgan visits and 
interviews iliuso scientists ;«l ^ 
cutting edges o( cosmology, duo.- 
dgy. ivoliiticmary biology: iho* 
wini think they hover on the brink 
of The Answer Tu Life. Tilt in¬ 
verse, Anil Everything, such as Eft 
Wilson, Francis Crick, Stephen J* 
Gould and Kuhn. Horgan nute 
them human, and their ideas, or ik 
outlines thereof, understand*^- 
even Frank Tipler’s snpmwvl 
wacky Omega Point theory, w * 1 
resurrects us al the eiul of liroe ( " r 
an eternity of bliss. Or something- 
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Voice of history 


ff lWebb _ 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn: 

A Century In His Life 
by DM Thomas 
Utile, Brown 583pp £22.50 
\v~ - 

S OMEWHERE in her great 
biography of her murdered 
poet-husband, Nadezhda 
Mandelstam quotes a 19th century 
sage to the effect that “Russia exists , 
to teach the rest of the world a les¬ 
son". Whatever FYeudian glosses 
one adds to his motivation, there is 
no doubt what chielly drove Alexan¬ 
der Solzhenitsyn to produce his vast 
testament to the Stalin chapter of 
] that lesson: it was that mankind, and 
I Russian posterity in particular, 

' should not be allowed to forget the 
millions of Uvea wasted and broken, 
like Osip Mandelstam's, in the 
nightmare anti-world of the camps. 
Tills heroic task was heroically 
accomplished, at great cost to 
jolliers besides its author, in the 
teeth of an oppressive totalitarian 
wstem the more problematic 
because, unlike Nazi barbarism. Us 
foisted roots had originally grown 
in the soil of European humanism. 
Tin- light his “bitter books" (Lydia 
Chukovskaya's phrase) shed on the 
Siberian darkness and the dark soul 
■4Swiet communism was mi illumi¬ 
nation not just for his own people, 
hut for those across the world who 
needed to unmask their local 
brands of inhumanity. 

To hear now that well-brought-up 
, young Russians are giggling over 
Hie Gulag Archipelago, when they 
. c-pen it at all, only adds to an uneasy 
xtling that we’ve lately been 
fatting oureelveB in the way of earn¬ 
ing another of history's “lessons". 

' The real merit of D M Thomas's 
P tomeiimes wayward and irritating 
| «w biography, written in consplc- 
! iwusly unheroic times, is that 
“trough all the difficulties of 
Sobheniteyn's personality, politics 
. writing, his achievement re- 
mauis clear. Thomas's best stroke 
routes rather late, at the beginning 
°* the end, when Solzhenitsyn 
friurns from exile by train. As he 
tote out at the evening murk, 


Thomas thinks he must have had in 
his mind’s eye the face of that other 
returned exile, Vladimir Uyich 
Lenin, and conjures them — "Lenin 
and Solzhenitsyn, staring cold-eyed 
at each other across the corpse- 
filled gorge of the 20 th century". 

Thomas is not the first to see 
these two, implacably opposed 
ideologically, as 20th century Russ¬ 
ian “doubles": the temperamental 
similarities became almost a truism 
among Russians closest to him. 
There was the same "almost bru¬ 
tally insistent energy"; the relent¬ 
less, driving work and the demands 
it made on the women in their lives; 
the same suspicion, short temper, 
and brilliant conspiratorial gifts; and 
the absolute conviction in the histor¬ 
ical necessity of their projects. 

But then, writes Thomas, reflect¬ 
ing on the energies Solzhenitsyn 
needed to survive cancer and die 
camps and then become, in The 
Gulag Archipelago, their recording- 
avenging angel, “had he been gen¬ 
tle, friendly, ‘nice’, like Sakharuv, he 
could never have written it". 

Hie double image fixes them 
both as avatnrs of an age that is no 
longer ours: of that short 2 Uth cen¬ 
tury already left behind, receding at 
speed, especially for the children of 
the Brave New World Order. 

It also reminds us that Solzhenit¬ 
syn was a Soviet Russian, "October's 
twin", rather rs Salman Rushdie is 
one of Midnight’s Children, but 
more determiningly for his way of 
seeing. The adolescent Solzhenit¬ 
syn was an ardent Leninist and as 
an officer at the front he could still 
write to his young wife before his 
arrest, “I would gladly give my life for 
Lenin”. Such Young Believers may 
well have felt even more wound- 
ingly betrayed than the Old Bolshe¬ 
viks when Stalinist reality came 
knocking on their door, though 
Thomas’s psychologizing is persua¬ 
sive for once when he suggests ear¬ 
lier origins of the sustained force of 
Solzhenitsyn's outrage. 

An only child, born six months 
after his father’s death in a hunting 
accident, his mother refused to re¬ 
marry in order to devote herself to 
him, and In spile of the comparative 


Briton scoops top US award 


"IRST published in lW*** 
the High Gloom of TW^ 
ism (and Green's new P re! ®^ . 
eludes a splendid fart in the gfl> 
direction of priggish, P'. oU ? 
Labour), this is a riveting, mWJfj 
often side-splitting oral history 
die sixties. Green’s idea was sinp 
to ask 100 key and marginal ^ 
people to reminisce, and tneoj[ 
the resulting memories 
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Saved by the book 


United States writers have been 
eligible for the prize, which 
Is nominated by more than 
600 literary editors and book 
reviewers across the US. 

Another foreign writer, 
Peruvian-born Mario Vargas 
Liosa, received the criticism 
prize for Making Waves. 

There is no cash prize, but the 
high-profile award guarantees 
massive publicity and increased 
sales for the winner. 

T a atiynph-Mn —■ 

resting at her granny flat in 
Hlghgate, north London, aa she 
struggled to come to terms with 
her success* Informed of the 
victory by her US editor, ChriB 
; Carduff, who told her to cele¬ 
brate, she replied: “You’re right. 
I shan’t do the ironing today.” 

She told the Guardian: M I am 
astounded. To tell you the truth, 

, I didn’t really know about the' 

- award. My publishers had en¬ 
tered it and I didn’t really pay 
attention because I thought I 
had no chance of winning.” 

$o certain was she that she . 
hadno chance of winning, Ms ■ 
Fitzgerald refused persistent 


Eternal vigil: Solzhenitsyn shed 
light on darkness 

poverty which meant that they 
shared a one-room shack during his 
puberty, he has shown throughout 
his life the marks of n particularly 
imperious infancy. There are reports 
of a childhood feeling, when illness 
kept him from school and school 
friends. ‘Thai if he wasn’t there, they 
somehow ceased to exist”. 

T HIS king-sized ego with a will 
to match helped him survive, 
but the sympathetic though 
not uncritical attention Thomas 
pays to the evidence of the author's 
first wife, Natalya Reshetnvskaya. 
shows clearly how it affected his 
relationships with women. Much of 
litis is painful, some of it outrageous 
(“How dare she do this to me!" was 
his reported reaction when Natalya 
attempted suicide after he had writ¬ 
ten to say his mistress was preg¬ 
nant). though not as sensational as 
the hyping fuss about Solzhenit¬ 
syn's disapproval might suggest 
Thomas is right to point to his 
striking gift for metaphor— think 
only of the ancient salamander deep 
in the ice at the opening of The 
Gulag Archipelago. And in the 
prison camp chronicles, where he 
confronts all that bitter history as 
Thomas imagines him confronting 
Lenin, in cold, implacable anger, 
without benefit of irony or black 
comedy beyond what life provided, 
the uniquely harsh, witnessing 
voice sometimes sounds still like 
the voice of history Itself. 


requests from her US publishers 
for ideas for an acceptance 
speech. 

“Even to be on the shortlist 
was such an honour, so to win Is 
such a surprise,” she said. She 
admitted that she had not read 
the other books on the shortlist 

Despite winning die Booker 
Prize In 1079 for Offshore, and 
being shortlisted a further three 
times, Ms Fitzgerald has never 
attained the popular success 
that her supporters say she 
deserves. Her gentle historical 
fiction combines fine writing 


The victory confirms Ms 
Fitzgerald’s status as an almost- 
overnight sensation In the US. 
Less than a year ago, her books 
sold less than3,000 copies in 
hardback. 

The Blue Flower, which first 
appeared in paperback, is now 
into Its 10th printrun with 
100,000 copies in circulation, 
i Her big break In the US was 

die decision by die Boston- 
based publisher Houghton to 
use The Bine Flower,:which ... 
charts the origins of, 18th cen- ; 
tury German Romanticism, as 
the flagship for a new paperback 
imprint, Mariner Books. 


Katharine Vlner 

Once In a House on Fire 
by Andrea Ashworth 
Picador 332pp £14.99 

r HIS is a story of a childhood, 
and it is a childhood of pain. 
Andrea Ashworth's father 
died when she was five, drowned in 
four inches of water with her photo¬ 
graph in his pocket; two step¬ 
fathers, one after the other, beat 
her, her mother and her sisters, 
Laurie and Sarah, in their working- 
class Manchester home. The men 
battered her mother so that her face 
was always cracked and blue, and 
yef she was lost without them; they 
beat her daughters for answering 
back or for reading "posh books" 
like Jane Eyre. And yet Ashworth 
was saved, not by therapy or love or 
religion but by Literature "with a 
capital L"; she went to Oxford, be¬ 
came a well-spoken don and lived 
happily. This survival underpins the 
book. 

The child’s world as Ashworth 
lived it was a work! defined by do¬ 
mestic violence; by men who hospi¬ 
talise the woman they say they love, 
by children convinced their parent* 
will kill each other, by police vvhu 
give (lie abuser a wink mill send him 
straight back home. But children in 
violent homes, vulnerable and des¬ 
perate to he loved, often have com¬ 
plex feelings towards their parents, 
as Ashworth ably demonstrates. 

So although site wants her 
mother’s beatings to stop, there is 
some comfort in their familiarity. 
When the second stepfather leaves, 
writes Ashworth, "half of me was as 
excited as Laurie and Sarah at the 
prospect of having our mother 
safely to ourselves... the other half 
wanted to cling to him and kiss him 
and tell him he would always be our 
dad". Under assault, she felt solidar¬ 
ity with her beloved mother; Ash¬ 


worth “treasured (he afterglow of a 
slap — it made me feel closer to my 
mother”. 

The book is firmly placed in its 
time — the 1970s, for Ashworth is 
28 — with frequent references to 
Spangles, Curly Wurlys, Rod Hull 
and Emu, the Yorkshire Ripper, the 
Krypton Factor. But this loading up 
of detail can be irritating. 

Elsewhere the writing is so 
loaded with metaphor that the real 
emotion — the terror, surely — is 
often lost. When she is beaten by 
her stepfather and says “the pain 
felt purple”, one is left asking what 
the emotional pain felt like, not just 
the throbbing bruise. 

As a result, the reader feels like a 
voyeur — the incidents so coolly 
described sound terrifying nnd yet 
we're kept at a distance, not brought 
in to feel the pain loo, "Andrea was 
the steady one." she writes, of 
oihers’ perception of her. "1 had 
stiffened myself so much on thc- 
outside, my insides were clogged 
up." The problem with this book is 
(hat that external stiffness shields 
whnl must have been real pain 
will tin. 

Tiie descriptions of Ashworth's 
mother work best. There is mi awful j 
■•inpiinesK — her mother ■’standing | 
in the window, » ghost, watching j 
through the nets”. And as Ashworth 
leaves home for university, in the 1 
must moving section of the hook, 
her mother blurts out "You're my 
hope" — an extraordinary state¬ 
ment of desperate expectation. But 
what about Andrea? How did it feel 
to carry such a burden? And how, or 
why. did she manage to give such a 
spectacular two fingers to abuse? 
These questions linger, and point to 
an inner resilience and emotional 
understanding that is left largely 
unexplored. There must have been 
more to this woman's extraordinary 
survival than the discovery of the 
Brontes. 
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Burrowing into the past 


Mark Cocker 

/ T IS SO far removed from our 
conventional notions of England 
as a green and pleasant land that 
it is hard to believe such a land¬ 
scape ever existed. But Breckland, a 
region lying on the border between 
Norfolk and Suffolk, was unique. 

An account left by the antiquarian 
William Stukeley is typical of many 
historical descriptions. “Going to¬ 
wards Brandon", he -wrote in 1745, 
“we passed through an ocean of 
sand. Scarce a tree to be seen in 
miles, or a house, except here and 
there a warren house ... When you 
come to an eminence you have a 
boundless prospect... We crossed 
the river Ouse and over a continua¬ 
tion of the same sort of country 
came to Elveden, a valley in the 
midst of this vast Arabian desert." 

Despite the apparent incongruity 
of this comparison, Breckland had 
one other fundamental link with the 
Middle East. For the animal that 
played a major role in its economy, 
and which was largely responsible 
for maintaining those oceanic hori¬ 
zons. was probably first brought 
back to England from the Crusades. 

It was the rabbit, and it eventually 
came to provide pleasures with a 
high social cachet for the English. 
Queen Elizabeth I, for instance, was 


particularly fond of hunting them 
and had them specially bred for die 
purpose. Another snippet from its 
distinguished cultural history was 
its inclusion at an inauguration ban¬ 
quet for a 15th century chancellor of 
England. The menu designed to 
honour George Neville included wild 
bull, porpoise and 4,000 bunnies. 

Rabbit food and sport may have 
been an aristocratic preserve, but 
rabbit cultivation was the business 
of a different class of people. In 
Breckland it was under die control 
of warreners, whose isolated 
dwellings are mentioned in Stuke- 
ley’s description. The warrens 
themselves covered as much as 
6,000 hectares of Breckland and 
were surrounded with steep earth 
banks' topped by gorse or palings. 
The warrener was responsible for 
keeping out unwanted vermin, and 
at one time his preventative mea¬ 
sures extended even to man-traps 
and the gallows. When he needed to 
harvest his crop the warrener set 
temporary nets and collected 
rabbits with the aid of lurchers and 
ferrets. On a good day they might 
get as many as 200, and on a fair- 
sized warren the annual take could 
be 20,000 carcasses. 

In its heyday Breckland was not 
just a rabbit paradise but a haunt- 
ingly beautiful landscape, since 


their endlessly grinding incisors 
maintained not just its open treeless 
character but also a distinctive 
avifauna which, until the 1830s, 
included the world's largest flying 
landbird — the great bustard. 

Sadly, during the 20th century 
this strange Band-swept world 
collided with the realities of modern 
economics. Rabbit fur fell from fash¬ 
ion, while rabbit meat wa9 eventu¬ 
ally demoted from the top table to 
add flavour only to the country¬ 
man's stew, and in the 1950s it 
acquired a fatal taboo because of the 
lingering, flesh-crawling horrors of 
myxomatosis. By that date the 
Breck8 had largely been ploughed 
up for crops or smothered with 
conifer plantations in Britain's drive 
for timber self-sufficiency. 

Fortunately one or two relics 
have survived, such as Weeting 
Heath, now owned by the Norfolk 
Wildlife Trust. Superficially it looks 
like a barren shallow grassy bowl 
rising to a distant horizon broken 
only by rabbits. But Weeting and all 
that it supports are as precious and 
as redolent of England's social past 
as the Norman cathedral in nearby 
Norwich. On one deliciously mild 
spring morning it was a joy to go 
there, savour its extraordinary 
atmosphere and Imagine how - it 
must once have been. • 


Across 

1 At first sight (5,5) 

7 Fundamental 
organ stop (8) 

8 Inflammation of 


9 Pour (4) 

10 Have a share of 
(7) 

12 Fail to take an 
opportunity 
(4,3,4) 

14 Naval officer, 
highest rank (7) 

1.6 Church service 
. ; — gather. (4) 

19 Together with— 
bonus (4) 

20 Troops stationed 
In town (8) 

21 Fuel container 


Down 

.1 Aim (5) 

2 Stamp (7) 

3 As well (4) 

4 Toughened, 
using heat (8) . - 

. 6 Odd brick (5) 

6 Pall (6) 

, fT'AUso—visitor (8) 



12 .Centre (6) 

13’ Fluty-sounding 
musical toy (7) 
15 Outcome (5) 

17 Mass of hair— 
an eye-opener 
(5) 

18 Spoken (4) 
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e EING a confirmed bachelor 
does not prevent me from 
enjoying other people's weddings. 
In fact, marriage ceremonies in the 
East — though prohibitively expen¬ 
sive — involve much celebration 
: and many days of partying. Evening 
festivities start late, so there's plenty 
of time for some bridge during the 
day. The following incidents will show 
you, though, that the only thing 
worse than a bad bridge player Is a 
bad bridge player with a hangover! 

South, the chief culprit, had on an 
earlier deal managed a notable coup 

. ky putting down a dummy-with- 

15 cards. He had contrived to appro¬ 
priate a couple from the other pack, 
to make up a 5-2-2-6 distribution 
which he had bid with no indication 
that he considered it out of the ordi¬ 
nary. But a few moments later, he 
picked up this hand: 

*9653 ‘ ¥87 443 4J10985 

West, the dealer on Ills toft, 
opened with a strong bid of two 
, clubs. North joined in with two 
, diamonds,=East passed, and South 
■decided to create-some conftisioh- 
: with n bid of two heartsi He was 
I hoping that hearts would be West's 
I long suit, and that-by bidding them 


Chess Leonard Barden 


S PAIN'S 6Hte tournament at 
Linares last month proved 
an embarrassment to Garry 
Kasparov's plans to keep the 
world title as a personal fief and 
to his habit of rubbishing his 
grandmaster colleagues. 

Kasparov drew 1 1 of his 12 
games, finished only joint third, 
and even incurred a $3,200 fine 
from the angry sponsor, Luis 
Rentero, for repeatedly breaking 
his tournament contract, which 
required no agreed draws before 
move 40. 

Meanwhile Alexei Shirov, 
who was recently dismissed by 
Kasparov as a “talented ama¬ 
teur", was a point clear after 
10 rounds, playing the best 
chess of his life. 

Late defeats dropped Shirov 
to second behind India's Vishy 
Anand, who then turned down 
a final eliminator with Russia’s 
Vlad Kramnilc to decide Kas¬ 
parov’s title challenger. Shirov 
will now replace Anand and will 
play a 10-game match against 
Kramnik, starting in Spain on 
May 22. 

After winning at Groningen, 
Wijk and Linares, Anand could 
well style himself world tourna¬ 
ment champion. 

Final Linares scores were 
Anand 754/12, Shirov 7, 
Kasparov and Kramnik 654, 
Svidler 554, Ivanchuk 5, 

Topalov 4. 

While Kasparov suffered, 
Anatoly Karpov wbb telling 
an interviewer that his own 
strongest motivation now was 
to surpass Emanuel Lasker's 
record 27-year tenure of the 
world title. Karpov became 
championin 1075 when Fischer 
defaulted, so reckons he has 
four years to go. 

You have to admire Karpov's 
cheek, bracketing Lasker’s un¬ 
broken tenure with the trifling 
intermission to hla own reign 
between 1985, when he lost 
to Kasparov, and 1903, when 
he was recrowned a paper 
champion after Kasparov and 


SPORT 31 


Quick crossword no. 412 I Bridge Zia Mahmood 


Short broke away from the 
official world body Fide. 

A Shirov v V Topalov 

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3e6 3d4cxd44 
Nxd4 a6 5 Bd3 Qb0 0 Nb3 Qc7 J 


Cricket One-day international 


Rampant Lara 
runs out of luck 




10 e5I? A pawn sacrifice tocomba 
Black's provocative early Qb6. 

dxe5 11 fxe5 Nfd7 12 BM 
NcG 13 0-0 Ndxe5 14 Racl 
Qb6+ 15 Khl Nxd3 16 Qxd3 
0-0 17 Qg3! A conventional attack¬ 
ing move with an unusual double 
rook threat. Kh8 18 Bc7 Qa719 
Na416 20 Bb6 Qb8 An old pro 
trick; if you’re ahead on the board, 
take chances to gain time on the 
dock. 21 Bc7 Qa7 22 Nb6e5 
23 Nxa8 Qxa8 24 Rdl Re8 
Black's position looks terrible, 
material down with passive pieces, 
but Shirov relaxes. 25 Bb6 is now 1 
best, keeping control of d4. [ 

25 Bd6? Bd8 26 Nc5 b0 27 


i Hike 8elvey In Bridgetown 

E NGLAND felt the wrath of a 
genius but survived at Kens¬ 
ington Oval last Sunday. 
Brian Lara, probably the finest left¬ 
hander since Sobers, scored his 
first century in any form of cricket 
on this ground and his highest lim- 
iicd-overs score against England. 

The West Indies captain made a 
brilliant 110 and looked to be setting 
up a compelling finish as his side 
chased 294 to win the first of the 
five one-day internationals. But hav¬ 
ing hit 15 fours and three 9ixes, one 
almost demolishing the scoreboard, 
in his 106-ball innings, Lara was run 
out by Ben Hollioake's throw from 


20 uaor Hao wes do 27 M out by Ben Hollioake's throw fro 
Ne4 Nd4 28 Bxe5 Exploiting the L; deep midwicket as he attempted 


back rank. If 6ce5 or Rxe5 29 Qxrf. 
Nf5 29 Qg4 No3?g6 loses to 30 
Rxd8 Rxd8 31 Qg5! but 29... tafi! 
30 Rxf5 g6 may save Black. 30 QhS 
Rg8 31 Qf3 Nxdl 32 Nd6! TO 
a deadly duo of Qxn$ and Nf7 male 
Qa7 33 Nxc8 Qd7 34 Nd8 Re¬ 
signs. 35 Qd5 or Rxdl will win. 

No 2517 



first he could disrupt the opponents’ 
auction. But things did not go quite 
according to plan. West passed over 
two hearts with no apparent discom¬ 
fort, and North raised briskly to four 
heartsi I watched with mounting 
excitement to see how South would 
extricate himself from this predica¬ 
ment. But he passed as If he had not 
a care in the world. West doubled 
for penalties, North and East both 
passed, and it was up to our hero. 

Now, I have seen a number of 
psychic bids' in my time — I've 
made a few myselt with varying 

degrees Uf-»ucLttaBf-I^eHM*di‘-appo 

nents fooled by a psychic, and (far 
more often) a partner completely 
taken in. But never before have I 
seen a player believe his own psy¬ 
chic bidl Incredibly, though, that is 
I what South did he contributed a 
final pass to the auction, and so 
| became declarer in the unlovely 
' contract of four hearts doubled (see 
table above; rights 
West, 'who' could have taken his 
double to the Bank of England as 
, security for more or l£sa : anything, 

: wore a smile’ that could have 
I Inspired Leonardo;'North looked on 
I trustingly, for he had put down a fair 
I hand for his partner East must? have 1 
: wondered What on 1 earth 1 washap- 


White mates lit three 
moves, against any defence 
(liy V Pachnmn, 1030). 

No 251G: 1 Bb0 cxb0+ 2 BI7 
Kxh7 3 Qh 1 mate. 


North 
4 104 

VK103 : 

4 AJ10652 
*Q7 


i wend run. It left West Indies tot- 
! tering at 218 for six, a position from 
which they did not recover, despite 
a worrying eighth-wicket partner¬ 
ship of 44 between Franklyn Rose 
and Raw! Lewis. 

I England eventually won by 16 
! runs when Mark Ealham bowled 
| Courtney Walsh for a duck. Eng- 
i land now have a string of eight suc- 
j cessive one-day victories, and their 
! eleventh in 15 starts against this 
| opposition. They really are a good 
l confident outfit now. 

A century from Nick Knight, his 
tod in one-day internationals, and 
; i record-breaking opening stand 

• Mped England to their healthy if 

supreme position. Knight made 

• 122 from 130 balls before he, like 
l Lara, was run out, having hit 13 

fours and four sixes. With Alec 
Stewart (74 from 85 balls) he had 
B v en England their best start yet 
against West Indies, their partner¬ 
ship worth 165 in 31 overs. 

Although West Indies brought 
hack a measure of control mid-in- 
|" n p- some late hitting helped Eng¬ 
land to their highest total in the 
lanbhean by 63 runs. 


They certainly needed it because 
Lara was murderous, held in check 
only when he lost the strike, and 
during some excellent off-spin bowl¬ 
ing from Robert Croft, whose 10 
overs cost 37 runs and brought the 
wicket of Shivnarine Chanderpaul. 

Lara's pulling, on a pitch where 
there was scant margin for error, 
was of the highest class and 
brought him the majority of his 15 
fours and three sixes. 

It is to their credit then that Eng¬ 
land clawed their way back after 
Lara and Carl Hooper had added 88 
in 14 overs for the third wicket 
Hooper was caught at long-off for 
45, however, and when Chander¬ 
paul followed, taken at short fine- 
leg, the backbone of the batting had 
been broken and Lara virtually was 
obliged to go it alone. Ben Holli- 
oake's arm proved decisive. 

Lara had won the toss and had no 
hesitation in asking England to bat 
first It was a decision he might 
have regretted. This was a pitch 
with pace and bounce, ideal for a 
limited-overs match. From the first 
over, when Knight drove Rose 
sweetly to the extra-cover bound¬ 
ary. the England openers were in 
control. Knight, in particular, was 
carrying his outstanding practice- 
match form into this match, and 
only Curtly Ambrose was able to put 
any kind of brake on the scoring 
rate, which held steadily in excess 
of five runs per over. 

When the partnership with Stew¬ 
art reached 157, it eclipsed the high¬ 
est opening stand by either side in 
matches between them, the previ¬ 
ous record of 156 compiled by Gra¬ 
ham Gooch and Mike Atherton at 
OldTrtffordin 1991. 

Eight runs iBter, however, In the 
31st over, Walsh made the break¬ 
through when Stewart ambitiously 
attempted to run the ball to third 
man, missed and was bowled. 
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Flying the flag ... Rios celebrates victory phot 

Rios on top of the world 


PHOTO MWC SCROTA 


C HILE'S Marcelo RIob. this 
year’s beaten Australian 
Open finalist, defeated Andre 
Agassi 7-5,6-3,6-4 last Sunday 
to win the men's title at the 
Lipton Championships, the 
largest tournament outside the 
four Grand Slams, and take over 
from Pete Sampras as the No 1 
player in the world, writes 
Stephen Bierley in Key 
Biscayne, Florida. 

Previously, there had been 
only 13 No 1 men since the ATP 
introduced the rankings in 
1973, among them AgaBsl. Rios 
is the first South American, and 
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Atherton steps down after Test defeat 

M IKE ATHERTON'S four-year I John Hall, back at the helm on a I equalised for the home side. An e: 
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■VBtewunre as captain ol the Eng- 
n encket team came to end in the 
of his side's defeat by an in- 
I 2* f!? 52 runs In *e sixth Test 
*5* toe West Indies In Antigua. 
flJS* toe home side celebrated 
neir 3-1 victory in the series, Ather- 

dovro 111n .?. unc ® < ? he was stepping 
,h^ Un e his disappointment at 
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John Hall, back at the helm on a 
temporary basis to try to steady the 
ship, saw the club’s rugby union 
side defeat Saraceins 30-25 to secure 
the leadership of Premiership One. 

However, Saracens' injured pride 
was restored somewhat by their 
subsequent 25-10 victory over 
Northampton at Frimklin’s Gardens 
to secure a place In the final of the 
Tetley Bitter Cup at Twickenham on 
May 9, where they will meet Wasps, 
15-9 victors over Sale at Loftus 
Road. 1 ’ ' 

May 2's Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
final Mil see Sheffield Eagles lake 
on Wigan 1 . The Yorkshire slde’de- 1 
feated Salford 22-18 at Headlngley 
while Wigan overcame ' London 
Broncos 38-8 at Huddet’sfield. 


W ORLD 1 champions Brazil' 
Served notice of. their inteiit 
.to fight off all cotoers fttr their title : 
a| this sUmirtferis : World Clip In 
Franck With a 2-1 victory over Eurd : ' 
ppan 1 champibriS ; Germany ; in “the 1 
friendly in Stuttgart. 11 " 

Cesar Sampalo opened the scor- 
' iri'A 1 'for the Sobth- ^iVierlcalis, but 
after the ' break' 1 ' 1 tllf "Kiisteri 


equalised for the home side. An ex¬ 
citing finale saw world player of the 
year Ronaldo steer the ball past An¬ 
dreas KOpke for the winning goal. 

In Berne, England’s preparations 
took a knock aB a side depleted by 
injury went behind to a goal from 
Switzerland’s Ramon Vega. How¬ 
ever, Paul Mersoh secured a 1-1 
draw for Glenn Hoddle’s side with a 
second-half equaliser. 

Other friendly internationals saw 
new Northern Ireland coach Lawrie 
McMenemy get off to a winning 1-0 
start against Slovakia in Belfast, 
Scotland lose 1-0 to Denmark in 
Glasgow, and the Republic of Ire¬ 
land go down 2-1 to the Czech Re¬ 
public In Olomouc. 

Arsenal have abandoned plans to- 
move from Highbury to Wembley 
Stadium, muali to the .relief of the 
Football Association - who- waiit .to 
make the venue the-centrepiece'of] 
|their campaign to secure the right; 

1 tp hbdt the 2006 World Cup., j, "!- 

L 'aWriE SMlfil'S s'ilk Cut^n' 
the sixth leg of the VjTiitbread 
■ Rodnd the World Race, cOrtipletirig 
the joUt-nt-y ffbm ; S&6 1! Sdbastiao in’ 


the fourth left-hander to hold the 
top spot 

Hia considerable talent Is evi¬ 
dent. Rios is not a power player 
although he has a forehand of 
rare penetration, a sumptuous 
double-handed cross-court pass 
and a serve of considerable vari¬ 
ation and great accuracy. The 
only man to take a set off him 
during these championships was 
Britain’s Tim Henman in the 
semi-finals. 

His No I ranking will be ques¬ 
tioned for the simple fact that he 
has not won a Grand Slam, but 
he surely will soon. 


Brazil to Fort Lauderdale, Florida in 
15 days, 19 hours, 55 minutes. 
Smith’s nearest rival EF Language, 
skippered by Paul Cayard, was 
more than 20 miles behind. 


W ORLD Boxing Council heavy¬ 
weight champion Lennox 
Lewis retained his title against 
Shannon Briggs in Atlantic City, 
knocking down his opponent three 
times In the process. The end came 
in the fifth when the exotlcally 
named referee Frank Cappuccino 
stepped in to prevent Briggs taking 
further punishment. 

On the same bill, Britain’s Herol 
.Graham was stopped in the 10th 
round of his International Btwdng 
. Federation supermiddle weight 
challenge against Charles Brewer. 
Graham twice knocked down his op¬ 
ponent but age finally caught up 
with the 38-year-old from Sheffield, 
who visibly'tired before the end 
'caute; 1 ' 


C AMBRIDGE broke 1 Oxford’s 
14-year-old record In the-144th 
Boat Race to secure a sixth success 
■ sive victory over their rivals In 
16min 19sec, 26 sbeobds indide the 
.oldmark. ,; 
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Leonard putts 
closest rivals 
in the shade 


David Davies at Ponte Vedra 


J USTIN LEONARD produced yet 
another display of putting pyro¬ 
technics last Sunday to win the first 
prize of $720,000 in the Players 
Championship here at Sawgrass. 
Just as he did at Royal Troon in the 
Open last July Leonard holed huge 
putts from all directions and, after 
going out in 34, started back with 
putts of 20 feet or over at the LOth, 
11th and 13th. Then, at the 14th, he 
holed from off the green. 

Those four birdies hurtled him 
past the opposition, including the 
overnight leader Lee Janzen. wlio 
faded completely. Next to challenge 
were Glen Day and Len Mattiace 
but neither could cling on, with the 
latter taking a five-over-par eight at 
the dreaded island hole, die 17th. 

Leonard, with his somewhat 
stilted swing but fabulous short 
game, eventually went round in 67, 
for a total of278, 10 under, to win by 
two from another former Open 
champion, Tom Lehman, with Day 
in third place. 

Tlte leading European, with ;i 1 
superb performance on his first 
visit to this tough course, was Lei* 
Westwood, whose six-muler-par 
finish was good enough to lie fur 
fifth place, which will earn him 
around $160,000. 

Westwood had a final round of 69. 
for a total of 282. holing a tricky 
downhill 5ft putt on the last green 
for his par. He was delighted with 
his effort, particularly as he had 
taken 74 in his first round, was still 
four over for the tournament after 
eight holes of the second round and 
had, as he said, “given the field a 
head start". 

His one target last Sunday was “to 
keep it out of the water", which lie 
achieved, his one mistake coming at 
die 14th, where he three-putted. He 
loves American conditions but will 
not, he 6ays, play more than 13 or 14 
tournaments in the US this year. 
The remainder of about 14 more 
events will be played closer to 
home, which is good news for the 
PGA European Tour. 

Janzen's early and complete re¬ 
treat was particularly galling for his 
caddie Andy Prodger, a man who 
used to work for Nick Faldo. In 
1995, when Janzen won here, his 
bag-man was Dave Musgrove, for¬ 
merly caddie to Roberto de Vicenzo, 
Severiano Ballesteros, Tom Watson 
and Sandy Lyle. _ 

Musgrove was able to clear off 
his - mortgage with the proceeds 
from that victory but he was unable 
to be-present this week because his 
wife Hilary is ill and awaiting 
syrgery. He arranged for Prodger 
W take over, and the replacement 
was obviously hoping for a repeat 
performance. 

| For Faldo, two under overnight 
and needing an inspirational and 
ejroi^free round, it was a day of 
frustration. He was over-fidgety 
froril the off, and at the long 2nd his 
drive crashed into a tree before 
coming dowiv no 1 mbre ’ than 150 
ykrds from the tee. ' " . 

' Faldo clearly lids a problem with 
' his swing. At the 10th, for instance, 
from die riilddle of the fairway he 
Went for the pin and came down in'a 
blinker 15 yards short And so it 
cohtiriiied.'He finished with a 73 to 
remain 19th. 

























